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young samurai the way of the sword is the second book in this blockbuster series

by chris bradford one year of training in samurai school and jack fletcher is in real

trouble not only is he struggling to prepare for the circle of three an ancient ritual

that tests a samurai s courage skill and spirit to the limit he s caught in a running

battle with fellow student kazuki and his gang but these are the least of jack s

problems he knows his deadly rival the ninja dragon eye could strike at any

moment jack possesses the very thing he will kill for can jack master the way of the

sword in time to survive a fight to the death a fantastic adventure that floors the
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reader on page one and keeps them there until the end eoin colfer you can learn

more about chris bradford and his books at youngsamurai com

young samurai the way of the warrior is the first book in this blockbuster series by

chris bradford august 1611 jack fletcher is shipwrecked off the coast of japan his

beloved  father  and  the  crew lie  slaughtered  by  ninja  pirates  rescued  by  the

legendary sword master masamoto takeshi jack s only hope is to become a samurai

warrior and so his training begins but life at the samurai school is a constant fight

for survival even with his friend akiko by his side jack is singled out by bullies and

treated as an outcast with courage in his heart and his sword held high can jack

prove himself and face his deadliest rival yet a fantastic adventure that floors the

reader on page one and keeps them there until the end eoin colfer you can learn

more about chris bradford and his books at youngsamurai com

chivalry is a flower no less indigenous to the soil of japan than its emblem the

cherry blossom nor is it a dried up specimen of an antique virtue preserved in the

herbarium of our history it is still a living object of power and beauty among us to

many people the word samurai conjures images of menacing masks long blades and

elaborate armour however this classic text by inazo nitobe reveals the greater depths

to samurai culture they were not simply warriors but an aristocratic class who

practiced literary and military arts in equal measure essential to this way of life was

the samurai s moral code and the quality of bushido roughly translated as chivalry

the way of the samurai provides an intriguing exploration of bushido and other

valued qualities such as rectitude or justice courage politeness veracity honour

loyalty and self control it also explores the samurai s more violent traditions such as

the chilling act of hara kiri or self immolation this mixture of chivalric principles

with brutal  warfare is fascinating while many aspects of samurai culture have

disappeared its  principles  still  have resonance in  modern japanese  society  and

around the globe

shipwrecked on the shore of japan twelve year old jack fletcher is wounded and

alone his father and the entire crew have been slaughtered by ninja pirates jack s

last remaining possession is his father s rudder an invaluable book of maps and

notes about the world s uncharted oceans masamoto sama one of japan s greatest

samurai rescues jack adopts him and sends him to samurai school where jack will

be trained in the way of the warrior will it be enough to help jack defeat dragon

eye the ruthless ninja who is intent on stealing the rudder at any cost
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young samurai the way of the dragon is the third book in this blockbuster series by

chris bradford june 1613 japan is threatened with war and jack is facing his greatest

battle yet samurai are taking sides and as the blood begins to flow jack s warrior

training is put to the ultimate test his survival and that of his friends depends upon

him mastering the two heavens the secret sword technique of the legendary samurai

masamoto takeshi but first jack must recover his father s prize possession from the

deadly ninja dragon eye can jack defeat his ruthless enemy or will  the ninja

complete his mission to kill the young samurai a fantastic adventure that floors the

reader on page one and keeps them there until the end eoin colfer you can learn

more about chris bradford and his books at youngsamurai com

august 1611 jack fletcher is shipwrecked off the coast of japan his beloved father

and the crew lie slaughtered by ninja pirates rescued by the legendary sword master

masamoto takeshi jack s only hope is to become a samurai warrior and so his

training begins but life at the samurai school is a constant fight for survival even

with his friend akiko by his side jack is singled out by bullies and treated as an

outcast with courage in his heart and his sword held high can jack prove himself

and face his deadliest rival yet

collected here in one edition are two of the most important books on the samurai

way bushido the soul of japan and the book of five rings bushido chivalry is a

flower no less indigenous to the soil of japan than its emblem the cherry blossom

nor is it a dried up specimen of an antique virtue preserved in the herbarium of our

history it is still a living object of power and beauty among us the book of five

rings there are various ways there is the way of salvation by the law of buddha the

way of confucius governing the way of learning the way of healing as a doctor as a

poet teaching the way of waka tea archery and many arts and skills generally

speaking the way of the warrior is resolute acceptance of death

after being shipwrecked in japan adopted and taught the way of the warrior at

samurai school jack is ready to embark on the next chapter of his training the way

of the sword his lessons involve fighting blindfolded using a b o staff and finding

messages  in  origami  all  while  withstanding  the  constant  pressure  of  being  a

foreigner the stakes are raised even higher when the school holds a contest the

winners will learn the great samurai masamoto sama s secret martial arts technique

in eighteenth century japan tsunetomo yamamoto created the hagakure a document
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that served as the basis for samurai warrior behavior its guiding principles greatly

influenced the japanese ruling class and shaped the underlying character of the

japanese psyche from businessmen to soldiers bushido is the first english translation

of this work it provides a powerful message aimed at the mind and spirit of the

samurai warrior with bushido one can better put into perspective japan s historical

path

after a vicious ninja attack left him orphaned and stranded in japan jack fletcher

managed to complete his first year of samurai school still his troubles are far from

over the prejudice of his japanese classmates has gained him dangerous enemies

within his school and dragon eye the ninja who killed his father is still after him

jack s only hope of defeating them lies in surviving the circle of three an ancient

ritual that tests a samurai s courage skill and spirit to the limit for most gaining

entry into the circle means honor and glory but for jack it s a matter of life or

death the winner will be trained in the two heavens the formidable sword technique

of the great samurai masamoto learning this secret is the only hope jack has of

protecting  his  father  s  rutter  the  invaluable  navigation  guide  of  the  world  s

uncharted oceans from dragon eye forced into a deadly battle jack s going to have

to master the way of the sword and his time is running out

inventing the way of the samurai examines the development of the way of the

samurai bushidō which is popularly viewed as a defining element of the japanese

national character and even the soul of japan rather than a continuation of ancient

traditions however bushidō developed from a search for identity during japan s

modernization in the late nineteenth century the former samurai class were widely

viewed as a relic of a bygone age in the 1880s and the first significant discussions

of bushidō at the end of the decade were strongly influenced by contemporary

european ideals of gentlemen and chivalry at the same time japanese thinkers

increasingly looked to their own traditions in search of sources of national identity

and this process accelerated as national confidence grew with military victories over

china and russia inventing the way of the samurai considers the people events and

writings that drove the rapid growth of bushidō which came to emphasize martial

virtues and absolute loyalty to the emperor in the early twentieth century bushidō

became a core subject in civilian and military education and was a key ideological

pillar supporting the imperial state until its collapse in 1945 the close identification

of bushidō with japanese militarism meant that it was rejected immediately after

the war but different interpretations of bushidō were soon revived by both japanese
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and foreign commentators seeking to explain japan s past present and future this

volume further explores the factors behind the resurgence of bushidō which has

proven resilient through 130 years of dramatic social political and cultural change

june 1613 div divjapan is threatened with war and jack fletcher is facing his

greatest battle yet samurai are taking sides and as the blood begins to flow jack s

warrior training is put to the ultimate test his survival and that of his friends

depends upon him mastering the two heavens the secret sword technique of the

legendary samurai masamoto takeshi but first jack must recover his father s prize

possession from the deadly ninja dragon eye can jack defeat his ruthless enemy or

will the ninja complete his mission to kill the young samurai

the bushido code is a code of honor that greatly influenced japan s culture in the

700 s bushido started as a code of war and went onto become a way of life and art

it governed every part of life from honor and war to literature and poetry moreover

it impacted history in a significant way from medieval times to world war ii period

the bushido is said to have begun in the 8th century it was influenced by shintoism

confucianism and zen buddhism some of the noblemen that adhered to bushido later

became samurai and eventually guards for daimyos and shoguns the samurai have

been known to serve their masters loyally in fact the term samurai translates to one

who serves the samurai carried swords during the edo period and these swords were

perceived as  a sign of  trouble  during the tokugawa period the samurai  were

forbidden from having swords that is when peace started returning to japan the

samurai then turned to literature and arts there are countless books written about

the teachings and virtues of the bushido a samurai had only two options life and

death in life emphasis was placed on ability to fight strength and military prowess a

samurai warrior was always ready for battle

shipwrecked on the shore of japan twelve year old jack fletcher is wounded and

alone his father and the entire crew have been slaughtered by ninja pirates jack s

last remaining possession is his father s rudder an invaluable book of maps and

notes about the world s uncharted oceans masamoto sama one of japan s greatest

samurai rescues jack adopts him and sends him to samurai school where jack will

be trained in the way of the warrior will it be enough to help jack defeat dragon

eye the ruthless ninja who is intent on stealing the rudder at any cost

translated from the japanese by charles c terry
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a history of the samurai tells the complete story of japan s legendary warrior class

from beginning to end an epic tale of intrigue bloodshed and bravery that is central

to an understanding of the japanese character and of japanese history it describes in

detail the core samurai philosophy of bushido the way of the warrior a complex

code of conduct embracing ideals of honor and loyalty that continues to govern the

japanese way of life today historian jonathan lopez vera offers a compelling look at

these enigmatic warriors including the lives of famous samurai miyamoto musashi

japan  s  greatest  swordsman tomoe gozen  the  woman who became a  samurai

tokugawa ieyasu the last shogun and many more the tragic tale of the 47 ronin who

chose honor over their own lives and were forced to commit ritual suicide after

avenging their fallen master the philosophy of bushido the way of the warrior the

code of conduct that embraced the ideals of honor and loyalty and governed the

samurai way of living the decline of the samurai and their transformation from

rough battle hardened warriors to highly educated philosopher poets illustrated with

125 archival prints and photos the nobility and grandeur of the samurai is brilliantly

showcased in this book readers will enjoy immersing themselves in the samurai s

world as historian jonathan lopez vera traces the fascinating story of the rise and

fall of these enigmatic warriors throughout japanese history
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