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catholics are not christians they worship mary they do whatever the pope says they cannot

divorce  they  eat  fish  on  fridays  these  flawed but  common statements  reflect  a  combined

ignorance of and fascination with catholicism and the catholic church catholicism today an

introduction  to  the  contemporary  catholic  church  aims  to  familiarize  its  readers  with
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contemporary  catholicism  the  book  is  designed  to  address  common  misconceptions  and

frequently  asked questions regarding  the  church its  teachings and the  lived  experience of

catholics  in  modern  societies  worldwide  opening  with  a  concise  historical  overview  of

christianity in general and catholicism in particular the text explores the core beliefs and rituals

that define catholicism in practice the organization of the church and the catholic calendar as

well as the broad question of what it means to be catholic in a variety of cultural contexts the

book ends with a discussion of the challenges facing the church both now and in the coming

decades also included are two short appendices on eastern catholicism and catholicism in the

united states

in the catholic church john l allen jr offers an authoritative and accessible primer on the church

today

a landmark short history of the catholic church by the world s greatest living christian theologian

and historian hans kung describes the history of the roman catholic church from its origins in st

paul s rome through the disputes of the medieval era to the modern world he examines the

historic tension in the church between pluralism and exclusivity how the role of the pope has

changed the motivations of the great reforming pontiffs the evolving functions of the bishops and

cardinals the church s enthusiasm for missionary activity the origins of the marian cult and how

the shock waves of the reformation and counter reformation can still be felt today the book

concludes  with  a  searching  assessment  of  how the  catholic  faith  confronts  the  immense

challenges from science from the empowerment of women from those seeking reform of the

church s strictures against abortion and contraception in the new millennium the sweep is vast

and the tale told with pace and passion financial times

roman catholicism stands at a crossroads a classic best of times worst of times moment on the

one hand the catholic church remains by far the largest branch of the worldwide christian family

and is growing at a remarkable clip yet the church has also been rocked by a series of scandals

related to the sexual abuse of minors by clergy and even more devastating the cover up by the

church hierarchy the decade long crisis has taken a massive financial toll but the blow to both

the internal morale and the external moral standing of the church has been even steeper today
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the church has enormous residual strength and exciting future prospects but also faces steep

internal and external challenges the question of whither catholicism is of vital public relevance

for believers and non believers alike in the catholic church what everyone needs to know john l

allen  jr  one  of  the  world  s  leading  authorities  on  the  vatican  offers  an  authoritative  and

accessible guide to the past present and future of the church what everyone needs to know is a

registered trademark of oxford university press

many christians have specific questions regarding the operational  structures of the catholic

church its beliefs and practices and are looking for direct answers ones that are not readily

available nor found in sunday homilies in this book the author presents in question and answer

format  information  about  the  catholic  church  its  sacramental  life  beliefs  and  practices  the

questions are grouped according to major topics such as the catholic church its operational

structures  the  particular  churches and their  groupings  the  parish  church the  teaching  and

sanctifying offices of the church and catholic beliefs and practices thus the book will guide

readers to a better understanding and appreciation of the catholic church

father lafont challenges the church to offer a renewed image and to speak credibly without

abandoning any essentials given by god to the church and without sacrificing the radicalism of

the gospel message book jacket title summary field provided by blackwell north america inc all

rights reserved

why do catholics confess their sins what does jesus second coming mean how does someone

such as mother  teresa become a saint  this  guide answers these questions and more this

resource addresses the teachings tradition history and theology of the catholic church with this

guide you ll learn the foundations of the faith featuring explanations of what the parts of the mass

mean baptism confirmation and the other sacraments the priesthood and religious life today the

life death and resurrection of jesus christ mary s relationship with modern catholics sin judgment

and salvation this approachable book also highlights twenty first century issues and questions

modern catholics face including gay marriage abortion and the death penalty it s the ultimate

guide to understanding catholicism for readers of all backgrounds and faiths
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this is a revised edition of a one volume history of the roman catholic church it includes a final

chapter giving an impressionistic account of some of the issues facing the church as it nears the

third millennium of its existence it also covers the christian history of the first two millennia from

the origins of the church in new testament times through to the year 2000

the catholic church a brief popular history is an engaging and informative survey of the major

people periods and events in church history designed with the introductory student in mind the

text is both accessible and thorough an engaging vignette opens each chapter drawing the

reader in by encouraging a personal connection to the people of the time a chapter overview then

signals the material to follow throughout the text sidebars highlight key persons and events

excerpts  from primary  sources  enrich  the  reading  connections  with  the  church  today add

relevance and end of chapter questions prompt reflection and review altogether the catholic

church a brief  popular  history provides a solid  foundation in major  theological  themes and

prepares students for further study

offers a wealth of information about jesus and his message the bible and the people and events

in it the mass and the sacraments and their rituals the church and its beliefs its saints its prayers

and its traditions

what are the origins of the catholic church how has catholicism changed and adapted over the

centuries what challenges does the catholic church face in the twenty first century gerald o

collins answers these and other questions in this clear accessible introduction to the largest and

oldest institution in the world

walter kasper is already well known and loved throughout the english speaking world he has

held high office in the vatican but until his recent retirement has felt constrained from publishing

what he really thinks and his vision of the church for the future kasper brings to conclusion a

project that has been pursued for years as it joins together his greatest monographs on the

subject of god s teaching and christology the book covers three main topics nature reality and

the mission of the church the introductory section is autobiographical and the reader can see

kasper  s  personal  and theological  way in  to  and with  the  church he develops the actual
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ecclesiological exegesis for kasper the representation of the being of the church is not about

empirical description but rather a testimony of being he emphasizes that nobody is able to apply

the stereotypical and idealistic image of the heavens to the critical acknowledgement of the

church s present the program of the church is ultimately not self directed but rather remains

oriented towards the finalization of the arrival of the kingdom of god and the spiritual healing of

the human race

this critically  acclaimed history covers the events and doctrines that  have shaped catholic

thought and action over the past two millennia a singularly useful reference book updated and

expanded for the student of the 1990 s

hans kung describes the history of the roman catholic church from its origins in st paul s rome

through the disputes of the medieval era to the modern world he examines the historic tension in

the  church  between pluralism and  exclusivity  how the  role  of  the  pope  has  changed  the

motivations of the great reforming pontiffs the evolving functions of the bishops and cardinals the

story of church s enthusiasm for missionary activity the origins of the marian cult and how the

shock  waves  of  the  reformation  and  counter  reformation  can  still  be  felt  today  the  book

concludes  with  a  searching  assessment  of  how the  catholic  faith  confronts  the  immense

challenges from science from the empowerment of women from those seeking reform of the

church s strictures against abortion and contraception in the new millennium though short this is

a major book by a controversial and profoundly influential thinker

a follow up to confession of a roman catholic this book provides the answers to 34 questions

commonly asked about the church one of our most popular booklets great for evangelization and

instruction
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