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concerned with the trendy technocratic and at times sophistical character of contemporary
education at all levels both public and private the authors of this collection seek to
reinvigorate a thomistic approach to education appropriate to the problems of our day
with its main inspiration taken from the work of jacques maritain especially his 1943
education at the crossroads the volume presents a trenchant critique of the privacies of
contemporary education with its emphasis upon the conventional and useful at the same
time the essays present the outlines of the proper alternative an education which helps
students draw out from themselves the desire for truths which transcend the contingencies
of culture and utility such an education seeks to guide students to the common things
available to all human beings the essays uphold an account of man s intellectual and
affective capacities which understands these capacities as naturally ordered to truth the

essays approach the task in different but complementary ways in critiques of
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contemporary theories of education in speculative accounts of knowledge and Iearning in

applications of theory to specific institutional settings and in discussions of the political
contexts governing modern education in this rich variety of ways the essays in the
common things not only point the way back to the crossroads maritain spoke of fifty years
ago they go on to indicate something of the landscape along the road not taken by
contemporary education about the editor daniel mcinerny is assistant professor of
philosophy at the university of st thomas center for thomistic studies in houston texas the
contributors in addition to the editor the contributors to the volume are benedict m ashley
o p romanus cessario o p charles dechert donald demarco curtis 1 hancock gregory j kerr
joseph w koterski s j robert lauder herbert i london robert j mclaughlin daniel mcinerny
john m palms jerome meric pessagno ernest s pierucci alice ramos mario ramos reyes
walter raubicheck peter a redpath gregory m reichberg james v schall s j francis slade
michael w strasser and henk e s woldring praise for the book these essays are a

considerable addition to thomistic thought about education review of metaphysics
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