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science constructs its objects is this a metaphor it does not necessarily mean anyway that the real does not pre exist only that in the final instance it is the other of which we know neither the limits nor the figure and to which we only have access
through the constructions we make of it or in semiotic terms borrowed from charles s peirce the world is the dynamic object that intervenes in science only through the immediate objects that manifest themselves in signs and even then the choice of
the term immediate is not entirely felicitous it would be better to talk of mediated objects since their conception is mediated by the conditions from which perception as weil as the language that expresses it derive the preference bestowed on certain
constructions over others results from the slighter recalcitrance in imagining a dynamic object through one or another mediated object this recalcitrance that prompts one to surrender constructions does not come directly from the real from the
dynamic object but from other constructions again this does not mean that reality does not ex ist but that it only speaks confirms and objects to the extent that it is being questioned within a certain form by certain instruments in a certain
language even if it appears recalcitrant the dynamic object intervenes only through another construction man not nature decides on the form to be considered the instruments and language to be adopted

this monograph presents the author s in depth research on consciousness in both human and cosmic contexts an area that continues to challenge scientists in the west and sages in the east it explores profound questions such as why did evolution
introduce consciousness how was it incorporated into the evolutionary process why do we need a first person subjective experience of the world when objective mechanisms could suffice drawing on discoveries and theories from material science
neuroscience biology anthropology psychology and philosophy the author contrasts these with the rich subjective insights of the upanishadic sages and contemporary indian philosophers and mystics with extensive citations and thoughtful analysis this
monograph offers a compelling scholarly and thought provoking read for anyone interested in the mysteries of consciousness

as staff writer for scientific american john horgan has a window on contemporary science unsurpassed in all the world who else routinely interviews the likes of lynn margulis roger penrose francis crick richard dawkins freeman dyson murray gell
mann stephen jay gould stephen hawking thomas kuhn chris langton karl popper stephen weinberg and e o wilson with the freedom to probe their innermost thoughts in the end of science horgan displays his genius for getting these larger than life
figures to be simply human and scientists he writes are rarely so human so at there mercy of their fears and desires as when they are confronting the limits of knowledge this is the secret fear that horgan pursues throughout this remarkable book
have the big questions all been answered has all the knowledge worth pursuing become known will there be a final theory of everything that signals the end is the age of great discoverers behind us is science today reduced to mere puzzle solving and
adding detains to existing theories horgan extracts surprisingly candid answers to there and other delicate questions as he discusses god star trek superstrings quarks plectics consciousness neural darwinism marx s view of progress kuhn s view of
revolutions cellular automata robots and the omega point with fred hoyle noam chomsky john wheeler clifford geertz and dozens of other eminent scholars the resulting narrative will both infuriate and delight as it mindless horgan s smart
contrarian argument for endism with a witty thoughtful even profound overview of the entire scientific enterprise scientists have always set themselves apart from other scholars in the belief that they do not construct the truth they discover it their
work is not interpretation but simple revelation of what exists in the empirical universe but science itself keeps imposing limits on its own power special relativity prohibits the transmission of matter or information as speeds faster than that of light
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quantum mechanics dictates uncertainty and chaos theory confirms the impossibility of complete prediction meanwhile the very idea of scientific rationality is under fire from neo luddites animal rights activists religious fundamentalists and new
agers alike as horgan makes clear perhaps the greatest threat to science may come from losing its special place in the hierarchy of disciplines being reduced to something more akin to literaty criticism as more and more theoreticians engage in the
theory twiddling he calls ironic science still while horgan offers his critique grounded in the thinking of the world s leading researchers he offers homage too if science is ending he maintains it is only because it has done its work so well

this sumptuously illustrated celebration of hawking s life captures perfectly its depth and breadth marcus chown a behind the scenes tour of the inner sanctum of one of the world s most prominent scientific thinkers in 2021 the science museum made
a once in a lifetime acquisition of the contents of stephen hawking s office this book delves into that remarkable collection using the seminal papers items and curiosities in his office to explain his theories and reveal more about one of the greatest
minds in modern science it s an unprecedented glimpse into the life of the best known scientist of modern times in this unique book roger highfield s clear expositions of stephen hawking s ideas are supplemented by fascinating illustrations that
convey how he lived and worked it s a beautifully presented celebration of stephen s amazing life how his insights and discoveries were achieved against heavy odds martin rees baron rees of ludlow and astronomer royal

explains why string theorists develop a strong belief in their theory despite the lack of empirical confirmation
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