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an examination of women s roles in politics and society in the contemporary russian federation

as it creates a new market economy and democratic course born of a millennium of history and

nearly 75 years of authoritarian communist rule the stage is set in the introduction followed

by an examination of the history of the bolshevik socialist state in 1917 through the

participation of women in recent multiparty elections in 1993 the tsarist and communist gender

culture is presented and the book then considers why and how the soviet union disintegrated

next the editors explore the reborn russia of president boris yeltsin and women s rights under

soviet and post soviet rule the book is enriched by statistical tables and glossaries of the
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by ignoring gender issues historians have failed to understand how efforts to control women

and women s reactions to these efforts have shaped political and social institutions and thus

influenced the course of russian and soviet history these original essays challenge a host of

traditional assumptions by integrating women into the russian past using recent advances in the

study of gender the family class and the status of women the authors examine various roles

of russian women and offer a broad overview of a vibrant and growing field by ignoring gender

issues historians have failed to understand how efforts to control women and women s

reactions to these efforts have shaped political and social institutions and thus influenced the

course of russian and soviet history these original

as the first survey of the history of women in russia to be published in any language this book

is itself an historic event the result of the collaboration of the leading russian and american

specialists on russian women s history the book is divided in to four chronological parts

corresponding to eras of russian history i kievan mongol 10th 15th centuries ii muscovite 16th

17th centuries iii 18th century and iv 19th early 20th centuries each part gives coverage to

four main topics 1 the role of prominent women in public life with biographical sketches of

women who attained prominence in political or cultural life 2 women s daily life and family

roles 3 women s status under the law 4 material culture and in particular women s dress as

an expression of their place in society

in this book leading western specialists and russian and ukrainian feminists examine how gender

has shaped russian and ukrainian history from the twelfth century to the present in particular

they analyse the current backlash against women s emancipation using new archival materials

and the insights of feminist theory the contributors explore the relevance of gender equality

and difference in russian history they find that women have not merely submitted to the

patriarchal system but instead have found creative ways of resisting it chapters focusing on

contemporary russia discuss abortion pornography sexual minorities young women s lifestyles

the impact of economic reform on women and the development of the women s movement this

book will be of interest to students and specialists in russian ukrainian and women s studies as

well as to historians political scientists sociologists and economists

this collection of essays examines the lives of women across russia from wealthy noblewomen

in st petersburg to desperately poor peasants in siberia discussing their interaction with the
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church and the law and their rich contribution to music art literature and theatre it shows

how women struggled for greater autonomy and both individually and collectively developed a

dynamic presence in russia s culture and society publisher s description

this collection offers a treasure trove of primary sources of interest to students of women s

history carefully introduced and annotated these documents illustrate the diversity of russian

women s lives barbara alpern engel there is no other work that offers such a wide variety of

documents and such a successful combination of literary and historical materials ann hibner

koblitz this rich anthology of source materials makes available for the first time in any

language a multitude of primary sources on the lives of russian women from the reign of peter

the great to the bolshevik revolution the selections are drawn from a wide variety of

documents published and unpublished including memoirs diaries legal codes correspondence short

fiction poetry ethnographic observations and folklore primacy is given to sources produced by

women and previously unavailable in english translation organized thematically the documents

focus on women s family life work and schooling public activism creative self expression and

sexuality and spirituality as well as on the cultural ideals and legal framework which

constrained women of all social classes

with the collapse of soviet rule and the emergence of independent russia the image of russian

women in the western imagination has changed dramatically the robust tractor drivers and

athletes have been replaced by glamorous but vulnerable beauty queens or the dishevelled and

downcast women trading goods on the streets the authors of this work take a closer look

at what lies behind the above images and how russian women are coping with a very different

sort of life the main focus is on the effect of unemployment on russian women and how they

are coping with it based on case studies and personal interviews carried out in the moscow

region in 1993 94 no more heroines will provide both specialist and non specialist alike with

access to the thinking of women and their organisations in russia today

a survey of the key political economic social and cultural developments in russian women s

history from 900 to 2010 and their impact on the nation synthesizing several decades of

scholarship by historians east and west barbara evans clements traces the major developments

in the history of women in russia and their impact on the history of the nation sketching lived

experiences across the centuries she demonstrates the key roles that women played in shaping

russia s political economic social and cultural development for over a millennium the story

clements tells is one of hardship and endurance but also one of achievement by women who for

example promoted the conversion to christianity governed estates created great art rebelled
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against the government established charities built the tanks that rolled into berlin in 1945 and

flew the planes that strafed the retreating wehrmacht this daunting and complex history is

presented in an engaging survey that integrates this scholarship into the field of russian and

post soviet history the product of a lifetime of engagement by one of the preeminent authorities

on the history of russian women the book reflects the author s deep expertise in primary

sources as well as her familiarity with the secondary literature choi chatterjee california

state university los angeles a significant achievement in scholarship on russian women and gender

among this text s many strengths are its lucidity readability and engaging synthesis of a large

number of both primary and secondary sources its erudite contextualization of the history of

russian women within a larger european framework ensures its interest for and accessibility to

a wide readership especially those outside of the slavic field slavic and east european journal

clements s writing is engaging clear and jargon free making this book easily accessible to a

general audience highly recommended choice this daunting and complex history is presented in an

engaging survey that integrates this scholarship into the field of russian and post soviet

history journal of turkish weekly

as the first survey of the history of women in russia to be published in any language this book

is itself an historic event the result of the collaboration of the leading russian and american

specialists on russian women s history the book is divided in to four chronological parts

corresponding to eras of russian history i kievan mongol 10th 15th centuries ii muscovite 16th

17th centuries iii 18th century and iv 19th early 20th centuries each part gives coverage to

four main topics 1 the role of prominent women in public life with biographical sketches of

women who attained prominence in political or cultural life 2 women s daily life and family

roles 3 women s status under the law 4 material culture and in particular women s dress as

an expression of their place in society

a comprehensive resource profiling individuals and organizations associated with russian women s

movements from the early 19th century to the post soviet era contributions by approximately

fifty authors from the united states russia europe and canada focus upon the struggle of

women to change their society and advance their gender interests women activists pursued

improvement in educational opportunities fought for suffrage established journals and sought to

transform women s consciousness and establish women s studies programs and women s crises

centers they were a strong voice against the tsarist regime and the oppression of communism

their objectives were as diverse as their strategies which ranged from incremental reform to

terrorism to the establishment of women s electoral organizations this volume contains a

comprehensive glossary of term and phrases and a chronology to help put events and
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developments into historical context entries are fully cross referenced and are followed by

suggested readings this book will be of interest to students and scholars of russian history

and politics women s history and gender studies

introduction lives and times sheila fitzpatrick lives as tales yuri slezkine part i civil war as a

way of life 1917 1920 my reminiscences 1 ekaterina olitskaia in 1917 anna litveiko where

laughter is never heard p e melgunova stepanova a mother s story anna andzhievskaia the road

to exile zinaida zhemchuzhnaia autobiography nadezhda krupskaia things seen and suffered tatiana

varsher cavalry boy zinaida patrikeeva recollections irina elenevskaia the way of bitterness

sofia volkonskaia part ii toward new forms of life the 1920s my life agrippina korevanova

what am i to do anonymous my reminiscences 2 ekaterina olitskaia why i do not belong in the

party paraskeva ivanova arina s children maria belskaia sent by the komsomol antonina

solovieva peasant narratives 1 nenila bazeleva et al a worker s life anna balashova students

in the first five year plan valentina bogdan building the city of youth alla kiparenko a belomor

confession anna iankovskaia the green lamp lidia libedinskaia part iii life has become merrier the

1930s the most important thing pasha angelina peasant narratives 2 efrosinia kislova et al we

were fighting for an idea fruma treivas speeches by stakhanovites n i slavnikova et al a cross

examination ulianova a sea captain s story anna shchetinina farewell to the komsomol kh

khuttonen autobiography anastasia plotnikova speeches by stakhanovites wives a v vlasovskaia

et al a family chronicle inna shikheeva gaister the story of my life evdokia maslennikova memoirs

of an engineer valentina bogdan engineers wives frida troib et al my reminiscences 3 ekaterina

olitskaia

covers the history and politics of russian women from the early years of the soviet regime

through glasnost and into the post soviet era it examines economic and professional

inequalities the role of women in the work place and the political arena and the history of

feminism in russian

as the first survey of the history of women in russia to be published in any language this book

is itself an historic event the result of the collaboration of the leading russian and american

specialists on russian women s history the book is divided in to four chronological parts

corresponding to eras of russian history i kievan mongol 10th 15th centuries ii muscovite 16th

17th centuries iii 18th century and iv 19th early 20th centuries each part gives coverage to

four main topics 1 the role of prominent women in public life with biographical sketches of

women who attained prominence in political or cultural life 2 women s daily life and family

roles 3 women s status under the law 4 material culture and in particular women s dress as
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an expression of their place in society

julie hemment s engrossing study traces the development encounter through interactions between

international foundations and russian women s groups during a decade of national collapse

prohibited from organizing independently under state socialism women s groups became a focus of

attention in the mid 1990s for foundations eager to promote participatory democracy but the

version of civil society that has emerged the third sector is far from what russian activists

envisioned and what donor agencies promised drawing on ethnographic methods and participatory

action research hemment tells the story of her introduction to and growing collaboration with

members of the group zhenskii svet women s light in the provincial city of tver

this collection of essays by authorities in the field from the usa russia and western europe

focuses on the social history and culture both of noblewomen and of lower class women

about whom relatively little is currently known much of the research is based on women s

own evidence and on archival documents the volume opens with a survey of research in this

area and with discussions of male constructions of femininity at the beginning and end of the

century women s culture is explored through women s own accounts of their education and

studies of their letters and literary works particular attention is paid to the direction of

their reading by mentors and to the journals provided for women by male writers special topics

include dress and cosmetics arrangements for the defence of privacy dowries and irregular

marital unions three essays uncover evidence about the lives of lower class women their

involvement with the courts and their experience of employment

women in revolutionary russia is a valuable resource for students of russian history it gives

a new interpretation of the period and draws on previously unpublished documents it also

contains questions which address the problems of using and interpreting evidence
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