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the tempest is a play by william shakespeare believed to have been written in 1610 11
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and thought by many critics to be the last play that shakespeare wrote alone it is set
on a remote island where prospero the rightful duke of milan plots to restore his
daughter miranda to her rightful place using illusion and skilful manipulation he
conjures up a storm the eponymous tempest to lure his usurping brother antonio and
the complicit king alonso of naples to the island there his machinations bring about the
revelation of antonio s lowly nature the redemption of the king and the marriage of
miranda to alonso s son ferdinand there is no obvious single source for the plot of the
tempest but researchers have seen parallels in erasmus s naufragium peter martyr s de
orbe novo and eyewitness reports by william strachey and sylvester jordain of the real
life shipwreck of the sea venture on the islands of bermuda and the subsequent conflict
between sir thomas gates and sir george somers in addition one of gonzalo s speeches
is derived from montaigne s essay of the canibales and much of prospero s renunciative
speech is taken word for word from a speech by medea in ovid s poem metamorphoses
the masque in act 4 may have been a later addition possibly in honour of the wedding
of princess elizabeth and frederick v in 1613 the play was first published in the first
folio of 1623 the story draws heavily on the tradition of the romance and it was
influenced by tragicomedy the courtly masque and perhaps the commedia dell arte it
differs from shakespeare s other plays in its observation of a stricter more organised
neoclassical style critics see the tempest as explicitly concerned with its own nature as
a play frequently drawing links between prospero s art and theatrical illusion and early
critics saw prospero as a representation of shakespeare and his renunciation of magic as
signalling shakespeare s farewell to the stage the play portrays prospero as a rational
and not an occultist magician by providing a contrast to him in sycorax her magic is
frequently described as destructive and terrible where prospero s is said to be wondrous
and beautiful beginning in about 1950 with the publication of psychology of
colonization by octave mannoni the tempest was viewed more and more through the
lens of postcolonial theory exemplified in adaptations like aimé césaire s une tempéte
set in haiti and there is even a scholarly journal on post colonial criticism named after
caliban the tempest did not attract a significant amount of attention before the ban on
the performance of plays in 1642 and only attained popularity after the restoration and
then only in adapted versions in the mid 19th century theatre productions began to
reinstate the original shakespearean text and in the 20th century critics and scholars
undertook a significant re appraisal of the play s value to the extent that it is now
considered to be one of shakespeare s greatest works it has been adapted numerous
times in a variety of styles and formats in music at least 46 operas by composers such
as fromental halévy zden k fibich and thomas adeés orchestral works by tchaikovsky
arthur sullivan and arthur honegger and songs by such diverse artists as ralph vaughan
williams michael nyman and pete seeger in literature percy bysshe shelley s poem with
a guitar to jane and w h auden s the sea and the mirror novels by aimé césaire and
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the diviners by margaret laurence in paintings by william hogarth henry fuseli and john
everett millais and on screen ranging through a hand tinted version of herbert
beerbohm tree s 1905 stage performance the science fiction film forbidden planet in
1956 peter greenaway s 1991 prospero s books featuring john gielgud as prospero to
julie taymor s 2010 film version which changed prospero to prospera as played by
helen mirren and des mcanuff s 2010 stratford shakespeare festival production which
starred christopher plummer

in close to fifty sessions the congress theme shakespeare and the twentieth century
allowed for critical approaches from many directions through twentieth century theater
history on almost every continent through a range of media representations from film
to databases through the changing theoretical models of the period that extend to the
latest politically inflected readings and through appropriations of the play texts by
modern art forms such as recent fiction

a history of acting shakespeare that explores the ways in which the lives and careers of
actors have been shaped or influenced by playing shakespearean roles from shakespeare
s time to the present day

this is a bold and original reinterpretation of almost all of shakespeare s major plays in
the light of the marxist feminist and semiotic ideas of our own time through a set of
tenaciously detailed readings the book illuminates a number of persistent problems or
conflicts in shakespearean drama in particular a contradiction between words and
things body and language which is also explored in terms of law sexuality and nature
language and desire terry eagleton argues are seen by shakespeare as a kind of surplus
over and above the body stable and social roles and a fixed human nature but the
attitude of the plays to such a surplus is profoundly ambivalent if they admire it as the
very source of human creativity they also fear its anarchic trangressive force underlying
such ambiguities the book convincingly shows is a deeper ideological struggle between
feudalist traditionalism on the one hand and the emergence of new forms of bourgeois
individualism on the other this book revels how in the light of our own contemporary
theories of language sexuality and society we can understand the issues present in
shakespeare s drama which previously have remained obscure

no library is complete without the classics this edition includes the complete works of
the playwright and poet william shakespeare considered by many to be the english
language s greatest writer romeo and juliet a midsummer night s dream king lear
hamlet and macbeth the works of william shakespeare still resonate in our imaginations
four centuries after they were written the timeless characters and themes of the bard s
plays fascinate us with their joys struggles and triumphs and now they are available in
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a special volume for shakespeare fans everywhere this canterbury classics edition of
william shakespeare s works includes all of his poems and plays in a single volume
whether for a shakespeare devotee or someone just discovering him this is the perfect
place to experience the drama of shakespeare s words a scholarly introduction provides
additional context and insight into the poems and plays

shakespeare s plays are pervaded by political and economic words and concepts not
only in the histories and tragedies but also in the comedies and romances the lexicon
of political and economic language in shakespeare does not consist merely of arcane
terms whose shifting meanings require exposition but includes an enormous number of
relatively simple words which possess a structural significance in the configuration of
meanings often operating by such means as puns they open up a surprising number of
possibilities the dictionary reveals the conceptual nucleus of each term and explores the
contexts in which it is embedded the overlap between the political and economic
dimensions of a word in shakespeare s drama is particularly exciting as he is highly
attuned to the interactions of these two spheres of human activity and their centrality
in human affairs

a comprehensive study of shakespeare s forgotten masterpiece the phoenix and turtle
bednarz confronts the question of why one of the greatest poems in the english
language is customarily ignored or misconstrued by shakespeare biographers literary
historians and critics
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