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thomas jefferson called the declaration of independence an expression
of the american mind not merely a document the declaration is the
common creed of our civic life and it inspires the shared poetry of
our political soul in the making of the american mind best selling
author matthew spalding presents the dynamic story of the band of
patriots who united to declare independence from and declare war
against  the  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world  he  recounts  the
whirlwind of historic events that led up to the momentous political
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and strategic decisions of july 1776 from george washington leading a
new and untested army to john adams and thomas jefferson advocating
independence in a divided continental congress to george iii forging
an absolute tyranny over the good people of these colonies in this
unique commentary spalding recovers the deep roots of the declaration
of independence by examining the influence of the greeks and romans
the christian west and the english constitutional tradition on the
american mind reading through the declaration clause by clause he
explores the rich history and profound significance of the document s
powerful language and arguments from the laws of nature and of nature
s god all men are created equal and the pursuit of happiness to
prudence will dictate and abuses and usurpations based on extensive
original research the work presents in vivid detail the heroic deeds
of those who pledged our lives our fortunes and our sacred honor to
support the declaration america cannot be appreciated without an
understanding of the declaration of independence spalding s dramatic
retelling and thorough explanation of the declaration s making and
meaning will capture the heart and instruct the mind of every reader

a galvanizing the wall street journal deep dive into cancel culture
and its dangers to all americans from the team that brought you
coddling of the american mind cancel culture is a new phenomenon and
the canceling of the american mind is the first book to codify it and
survey its effects including hard data and research on what cancel
culture is and how it works along with hundreds of new examples
showing the left and right both working to silence their enemies the
canceling of the american mind changes how you view cancel culture
rather than a moral panic we should consider it a dysfunctional part
of how americans battle for power status and dominance cancel culture
is just one symptom of a much larger problem the use of cheap
rhetorical  tactics  to  win  arguments  without  actually  winning
arguments after all why bother refuting your opponents when you can
just take away their platform or career the good news is that we can
beat back this threat to democracy through better citizenship the
canceling  of  the  american  mind  offers  concrete  steps  toward
reclaiming a free speech culture with materials specifically tailored
for parents teachers business leaders and everyone who uses social
media we can all show intellectual humility and promote the essential
american principles of individuality resilience and open mindedness

in 1924 not quite two years after receiving his doctorate from the
university  of  vienna  eric  voegelin  was  named  a  laura  spelman
rockefeller memorial fellow and thus given the opportunity to pursue
postdoctoral studies in the united states for the next twenty four
months voegelin worked with some of the most creative scholars in
america  and  at  several  of  the  country  s  great  universities  an
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experience that undoubtedly influenced his scholarly and personal
perspectives throughout his life a more immediate result was the
publication in 1928 of on the form of the american mind the young
philosopher s first major work in which his acute perceptions and
analyses combine with a conceptual vocabulary struggling to find its
own coherence and form voegelin begins his inquiry into the form of
the american mind with a complex discussion of the concepts of time
and existence in european and american philosophy and continues with
an extended interpretation of george santayana a study of the puritan
mystic  jonathan  edwards  a  presentation  on  anglo  american
jurisprudence and a consideration of the historian economist and
political  scientist  john  r  commons  voegelin  was  particularly
interested  in  commons  views  on  the  mental  political  social  and
economic aspects of democracy in modern urban and industrial america
although admitting that this diversity of themes seems only loosely
connected voegelin demonstrates the actual overall unity of these
various  subjects  each  concerns  linguistic  expressions  of  a
theoretical nature analysis of on the form of the american mind
indicates  that  voegelin  integrated  the  approaches  of
lebensphilosophie into what georg misch called the philosophical
combination  of  anthropology  and  history  which  characterized
contemporary trends within the discourse of the geisteswissenschaften
and  finally  resulted  in  a  theoretical  paradigm  of  philosophical
anthropology jürgen gebhardt and barry cooper provide access to this
brilliant study with their two part introduction the first part
considers  on  the  form  of  the  american  mind  in  the  context  of
methodological debates ongoing in germany at the time voegelin was
writing the book the second describes voegelin s american experience
and compares his work with similar studies written during the post
world war i period

this book the state of the american mind stupor and pathetic docility
volume one begins to unravel some of the most obvious perplexing
embarrassing and enduring problems and contradictions of american
history and sociology viz how could the american revolution that
started with the most ringing and most inspiring declarations of
human equality in world history end up establishing the most vicious
exploitative society the world ever knew black chattel slavery and
only ten percent white enfranchisement etc further how could men of
such great wisdom and intellect like george washington james madison
thomas  jefferson  and  others  who  were  enlightenment  scholars  and
clearly knew that slavery was despicable and evil because they had
variously experienced white servitude and slavery themselves collude
to  establish  and  institutionalize  the  horrible  system  of  negro
chattel slavery in america and also disenfranchised over 90 percent
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of people of their own race actions that racism could not explain the
structural institutional slavery system they established and the
resultant consequent racism hobbles america today as it did in the
past and forced eric holder the attorney general to declare that
america is a nation of cowards when it comes to race discussions thus
this book starts with serious critical discussions of race in america
and reveals what no textbook has ever done viz that most early
american whites and blacks were slaves an uncomfortable fact that
would shock most americans because it contradicts the orthodoxy or
the dominant narrative that only blacks were brought here in chains
further the book also shows the year black slavery started something
almost all textbooks got wrong it also shows who was the fi rst black
slave in america something no textbook ever mentions it also shows
when and how racism started in america and many other very sensitive
and embarrassing but necessary issues that america avoids but must be
frankly discussed for america to move forward this book therefore
shatters the two dominant themes of americas history and sociology
that blacks were brought into america in chains as slaves while
whites came to america in search of freedom as obama famously told us
in his race speech thus the crowning lesson of this book in addition
to discussing some critical policy issues like education health care
etc is that it discovers the centripetal force of the american
society that eluded contemporary americans because american bosses
have laboriously concealed the facts from the public the scary but
clearly healthy uniting fact that most americans are united by their
common ancestry their universal history and experience of servitude
bond indentures and slavery nothing is more universal more common and
more shared in american history and sociology than the fact that most
of our ancestors black and white were servants bond indentures and
slaves  who  were  dominated  and  super  exploited  by  few  overlords
colonial  america  was  the  preferred  dumping  ground  for  british
outcasts rejects criminals masterless class vagabonds bond indentures
slaves etc until 1776 when australia replaced america as the british
dump for its rejects and surplus citizens thus that america was a
nation founded by british rejects and losers is inherently more
rational  than  the  prevailing  orthodoxy  or  the  obama  theory  of
americas founders that they were great honorable men who journeyed
across the ocean for freedom because of the obvious reason that good
powerful achieving citizens do not normally emigrate to new uncharted
lands

excellent their advice is sound liberal parents in particular should
read it financial times the new york times bestseller what doesn t
kill you makes you weaker always trust your feelings life is a battle
between  good  people  and  evil  people  these  three  great  untruths
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contradict basic psychological principles about well being as well as
ancient  wisdom  from  many  cultures  and  yet  they  have  become
increasingly woven into education culminating in a stifling culture
of safetyism that began on american college campuses and is spreading
throughout academic institutions in the english speaking world in
this  book  free  speech  campaigner  greg  lukianoff  and  social
psychologist jonathan haidt investigate six trends that caused the
spread of these untruths from the decline of unsupervised play to the
corporatization of universities and the rise of new ideas about
identity and justice lukianoff and haidt argue that well intended but
misguided  attempts  to  protect  young  people  can  hamper  their
development  with  devastating  consequences  for  them  for  the
educational system and for democracy itself

the brilliant controversial bestselling critique of american culture
that hits with the approximate force and effect of electroshock
therapy the new york times now featuring a new afterword by andrew
ferguson  in  a  twenty  fifth  anniversary  edition  in  1987  eminent
political  philosopher  allan  bloom  published  the  closing  of  the
american mind an appraisal of contemporary america that hits with the
approximate force and effect of electroshock therapy the new york
times and has not only been vindicated but has also become more
urgent today in clear spirited prose bloom argues that the social and
political  crises  of  contemporary  america  are  part  of  a  larger
intellectual crisis the result of a dangerous narrowing of curiosity
and exploration by the university elites now in this twenty fifth
anniversary edition acclaimed author and journalist andrew ferguson
contributes a new essay that describes why bloom s argument caused
such a furor at publication and why our culture so deeply resists its
truths today

a timely deep dive into cancel culture an account of its dangers to
all americans and the much needed antidote from the team that brought
you coddling of the american mind includes hard data and research on
what cancel culture is and how it works along with hundreds of new
examples showing the left and the right both working to silence their
enemies offers concrete steps toward reclaiming a free speech culture
with materials specifically tailored for parents teachers business
leaders and everyone who uses social media

an analysis of the political and social thought prevalent in america
from 1880 to 1940

in 1924 not quite two years after receiving his doctorate from the
university  of  vienna  eric  voegelin  was  named  a  laura  spelman
rockefeller memorial fellow and thus given the opportunity to pursue
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postdoctoral studies in the united states for the next twenty four
months voegelin worked with some of the most creative scholars in
america  and  at  several  of  the  country  s  great  universities  an
experience that undoubtedly influenced his scholarly and personal
perspectives throughout his life a more immediate result was the
publication in 1928 of on the form of the american mind the young
philosopher s first major work in which his acute perceptions and
analyses combine with a conceptual vocabulary struggling to find its
own coherence and form voegelin begins his inquiry into the form of
the american mind with a complex discussion of the concepts of time
and existence in european and american philosophy and continues with
an extended interpretation of george santayana a study of the puritan
mystic  jonathan  edwards  a  presentation  on  anglo  american
jurisprudence and a consideration of the historian economist and
political  scientist  john  r  commons  voegelin  was  particularly
interested  in  commons  views  on  the  mental  political  social  and
economic aspects of democracy in modern urban and industrial america
although admitting that this diversity of themes seems only loosely
connected voegelin demonstrates the actual overall unity of these
various  subjects  each  concerns  linguistic  expressions  of  a
theoretical nature analysis of on the form of the american mind
indicates  that  voegelin  integrated  the  approaches  of
lebensphilosophie into what georg misch called the philosophical
combination  of  anthropology  and  history  which  characterized
contemporary trends within the discourse of the geisteswissenschaften
and  finally  resulted  in  a  theoretical  paradigm  of  philosophical
anthropology jürgen gebhardt and barry cooper provide access to this
brilliant study with their two part introduction the first part
considers  on  the  form  of  the  american  mind  in  the  context  of
methodological debates ongoing in germany at the time voegelin was
writing the book the second describes voegelin s american experience
and compares his work with similar studies written during the post
world war i period

from yellowstone to the great smoky mountains america s national
parks are sprawling tracts of serenity most of them carved out of
public land for recreation and preservation around the turn of the
last century america has changed dramatically since then and so has
its conceptions of what parkland ought to be in this book one of our
premier environmental historians looks at the new phenomenon of urban
parks focusing on san francisco s golden gate national recreation
area as a prototype for the twenty first century cobbled together
from public and private lands in a politically charged arena the
ggnra represents a new direction for parks as it highlights the long
standing  tension  within  the  national  park  service  between
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preservation and recreation long a center of conservation the bay
area was well positioned for such an innovative concept writing with
insight and wit rothman reveals the many complex challenges that
local leaders politicians and the nps faced as they attempted to
administer sites in this area he tells how representative phillip
burton guided a comprehensive bill through congress to establish the
park  and  how  he  and  others  expanded  the  acreage  of  the  ggnra
redefined  its  mission  to  the  public  forged  an  identity  for
interconnected parks and struggled against formidable odds to obtain
the san francisco presidio and convert it into a national park
engagingly written the new urban park offers a balanced examination
of grassroots politics and its effect on municipal state and federal
policy while most national parks dominate the economies of their
regions ggnra was from the start tied to the multifaceted needs of
its public and political constituents including neighborhood ethnic
and  labor  interests  as  well  as  the  usual  supporters  from  the
conservation movement as a national recreation area ggnra helped
redefine that category in the public mind by the dawn of the new
century it had already become one of the premier national park areas
in terms of visitation now as public lands become increasingly scarce
ggnra may well represent the future of national parks in america
rothman  shows  that  this  model  works  and  his  book  will  be  an
invaluable resource for planning tomorrow s parks
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