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this book critically analyses how men in prison act out their masculine identities it
considers how men negotiate their time in prison which can involve being placed into a
feminine position relative to other men and particularly looks at the subversion of
heteronormative gender positionings through bodies spaces time and relationships
vulnerability is also taken as a key consideration and men are shown to act out their
masculinities for the benefit of an audience that matters to them however that
audience is shown to be subject to change at any point in time using extensive
ethnographic data drawn from adult male prisoners the book adopts the viewpoint of
the individual prisoner as a frame to consider masculinity it also advances ethnographic
research in criminology by reflecting upon the identity of researchers in prisons
particularly the female researcher s gendered identity in such environments it will be of
great interest to scholars of penology gender and ethnography

everything in this book is fictional and everything is true wrote victor serge in the
epigraph to men in prison i have attempted through literary creation to bring out the
general meaning and human content of a personal experience the author of men in
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prison served five years in french penitentiaries 1912 1917 for the crime of criminal
association in fact for his courageous refusal to testify against his old comrades the
infamous tragic bandits of french anarchism while i was still in prison serge later
recalled fighting off tuberculosis insanity depression the spiritual poverty of the men
the brutality of the regulations i already saw one kind of justification of that infernal
voyage in the possibility of describing it among the thousands who suffer and are
crushed in prison and how few men really know that prison i was perhaps the only one
who could try one day to tell all there is no novelist s hero in this novel unless that
terrible machine prison is its real hero it is not about me about a few men but about men
all men crushed in that dark corner of society ironically serge returned to writing upon
his release from a gpu prison in soviet russia where he was arrested as an anti stalinist
subversive in 1928 he completed men in prison and two other novels in semi captivity
before he was rearrested and deported to the gulag in 1933 serge s classic prison novel
has been compared to dostoyevsky s house of the dead koestler s spanish testament
genet s miracle of the rose and solzhenitsyn s one day in the life of ivan denisovitch
both for its authenticity and its artistic achievement this edition features a substantial
new introduction by translator richard greeman situating the work in serge s life and
times

it is old news that the conditions and policies of women s prisons are different from
those for incarcerated men less evident however is how gender differences shape
those policies and how gender identity and roles shape women s adaptation and
resistance to prison culture and control the papers in this collection explore how the
gender based attitudes that women bring to prison frame how they respond to the
prison environment and how gender stereotypes continue to affect the treatment and
opportunities of incarcerated women today it looks particularly at how the personal and
social problems imported into the prison setting become part of the intricate web of
prison culture and how extensively women s prison experience reflects the control and
domination they experienced in the outside world

includes reports relative to jails and houses of correction annual reports of the state
prison reformatory prisons for women the reformatories at concord the annual report of
the agent for aiding discharged prisoners etc

this book explores the frightening ways our prisons mirror the worst aspects of society
wide gender relations it is part of the growing research on men and masculinities the
collection is unusual in that it combines contributions from activists academics and
prisoners the opening section which features an essay by angela davis focuses on the
historical roots of the prison system cultural practices surrounding gender and
punishment and the current expansion of corrections into the prison industrial complex
the next section examines the dominant or subservient roles that men play in prison
and the connections between this hierarchy and male violence another section looks at
the spectrum of intimate relationships behind bars from rape to friendship and another
at physical and mental health the last section is about efforts to reform prisons and
prison masculinities including support groups for men it features an essay about
prospects for post release success in the community written by a man who after doing
time in soledad and san quentin went on to get a doctorate in counseling the
contributions from prisoners include an essay on enforced celibacy by mumia abu jamal
as well as fiction and poetry on prison health policy violence and intimacy the creative
contributions were selected from the more than 200 submissions received from
prisoners author note don sabo professor of social sciences at d youville college in
buffalo is author or editor of five books most recently with david gordon men s health
and illness gender power and the body and with michael messner sex violence and
power in sports rethinking masculinity sabo has appeared on the today show oprah and
donahue terry a kupers m d a psychiatrist teaches at the wright institute in berkeley he
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is the author of four books editor of a fifth his latest books are prison madness the
mental health crisis behind bars and what we must do about it and revisioning men s
lives gender intimacy and power kupers has served as an expert witness in more than a
dozen cases on conditions of confinement and mental health services willie london a
published poet is general editor of the prison publication elite expressions he is
currently an inmate at eastern corrections for nine years he was a prisoner at attica

rich in inimitable detail transgender and non binary prisoners experiences in england
and wales documents the lived experiences of trans women and non binary persons
incarcerated in men s prisons critically analysing prison service policies and practices to
suggest ways to improve their conditions of confinement

thoroughly updated and revised prisons today and tomorrow second edition offers a
balanced and comprehensive examination of prisons and prisoners through the use of
current case studies and research this text examines the many purposes of prisons
punishment deterrence rehabilitation and incapacitation as well as controversial issues
such as whether these purposes are actually met through its engaging approach and
realistic style this book highlights the most pressing obstacles found in the modern
prison system and thereby probes students to consider the realities of prison life and its
effects on individuals featuring chapters contributed by leading authorities in the field
this book is a must read for any student planning to enter the fields of criminal justice
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