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for 125 years the sisters of the holy spirit and mary immaculate served the poor and in particular
people of color they are the first order of sisters founded in texas their foundress margaret mary healy
murphy built the first catholic african american school and church in san antonio the second in the
state of texas the sisters carried their mission and work beyond the lone star state s borders and
included most of the south and a few metropolitan areas of the north they crossed the rio grande and
had several missions in mexico and traversed a new continent when they opened a learning center in
zambia the sisters were primarily known as educators and in later years worked in religious education
and pastoral ministry they have also operated orphanages and nursing homes and served in hospitals
homeless shelters incarceration facilities and immigration residences the school they built over 100
years ago now known as the healy murphy center serves the community as an alternative high school

and the sisters still teach there
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