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by the time pearl harbour had ripped apart america s peacetime pretensions the german blitzkrieg had already blasted the red
army back to the gates of moscow yet less than four years later the soviet hammer and sickle flew above the ruins of berlin

stark symbol of a miraculous comeback that destroyed the german army and shattered hitler s imperial designs

by spring 1942 hitler s forces on the eastern front were suffering heavy losses to replace these casualties the army requested
the transfer of 20 000 men from the kriegsmarine and 200 000 airmen from the luftwaffe to be retrained as infantry
reichsmarschall hermann goring head of the luftwaffe vehemently opposed the plan fearing it would diminish his political power
after several luftwaffe failures he proposed instead that the luftwaffe raise and equip these 200 000 men arguing their nazi
spirit would benefit the war effort hitler prioritizing political loyalty over military logic approved the creation of luftwaffen
felddivisionen luftwaffe field divisions despite being ill suited for front line combat these divisions were deployed in all theatres
except north africa they were generally ineffective with many regarded as fit only for garrison duties on the eastern front they
struggled due to the brutal intensity of the fighting however two divisions the 12th and 21st performed relatively well this in
depth study examines the luftwaffe field divisions uncovering the tragic consequences of goring s decision many luftwaffe
personnel perished in these ill prepared divisions whose lives might have been spared had they received proper army training

the research draws on extensive archival materials highlighting the human cost of this strategic blunder

an in depth look at the role armored formations played in the struggle between the nazis and the soviets hitler s panzer armies
spearheaded the blitzkrieg on the eastern front they played a key role in every major campaign not simply as tactical tools but
also as operational weapons that shaped strategy their extraordinary triumphs and their eventual defeat mirrors the fate of
german forces in the east and yet no previous study has concentrated on the history of these elite formations in the bitter

struggle against the soviet union robert kirchubel s absorbing and meticulously researched account of the operational history of
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the panzer armies fills this gap using german sources including many firsthand accounts never before seen in english and it
gives a graphic insight into the organization tactics fighting methods and morale of the wehrmacht at the height of its powers

and as it struggled to defend the reich

the eastern front was where the war against nazi germany was lost and won more people died there in the battles and
destruction than all the other theatres put together from the arctic snows of finland to the vast steppes of the ukraine the
fighting took place in every sort of landscape and every weather condition sub zero temperatures that froze engines and
weapons mosquito infested swamps the raputitsa mud that brought mechanised armies to a halt and the huge industrial cities
that were fought over street by street and house by house what was it like to fight there hitler s war of extinction from the
eastern fronttakes the reader into the thick of the battle lines in vivid colour first hand accounts from reports and diaries
provide soldiers insights to accompany the candid photos of life and death to provide an evocation of what it was like to fight
for survival on the eastern front boasting more 250 original colour photographs hitler s war of extinction rare german colour
photographs shows the visceral nature of the battle between two intolerant ideologies that would leave upwards of 25 million

servicemen and civilians dead

this book is a study of adolf hitler in his role as military commander and strategist from the beginning of the second world war
until the end of 1942 examining in detail the campaign in southern russia that year the thesis challenges the post war narrative
of hitler as a dilettante who was solely responsible for the strategic and operational errors that led to germany s defeat in the
war instead this research highlights that decisions made by hitler with respect to such disparate themes as strategy operations
logistics intelligence economics air and naval power and coalition warfare were generally sound if viewed from his perspective

even if they were not ultimately successful it also gives an overview of his own ideas concerning all aspects of military affairs
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such as intelligence command and morale the careful analysis of hitler s decision making process offers a unique contribution to
second world war scholarship and moves beyond a superficial understanding that the war s outcome was a result of hitler s
ineptitude as a military leader warlord hitler will appeal to postgraduates and specialists in military history as well as general

readers interested in a deeper study of the second world war

challenging previous accounts megargee shatters the myth that german generals would have prevailed in world war ii if only
hitler had not meddled in their affairs instead he observes that the military s strategic ideas were no better than hitler s and

often were worse 20 photos

on the murderous road to racial purity hitler encountered unexpected detours largely due to his own crazed views and
inconsistent policies regarding jewish identity after centuries of jewish assimilation and intermarriage in german society he
discovered that eliminating jews from the rest of the population was more difficult than he d anticipated as bryan rigg shows in
this provocative new study nowhere was that heinous process more fraught with contradiction and confusion than in the
german military contrary to conventional views rigg reveals that a startlingly large number of german military men were
classified by the nazis as jews or partial jews mischlinge in the wake of racial laws first enacted in the mid 1930s rigg
demonstrates that the actual number was much higher than previously thought perhaps as many as 150 000 men including
decorated veterans and high ranking officers even generals and admirals as rigg fully documents for the first time a great many
of these men did not even consider themselves jewish and had embraced the military as a way of life and as devoted patriots
eager to serve a revived german nation in turn they had been embraced by the wehrmacht which prior to hitler had given
little thought to the race of these men but which was now forced to look deeply into the ancestry of its soldiers the process of

investigation and removal however was marred by a highly inconsistent application of nazi law numerous exemptions were
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made in order to allow a soldier to stay within the ranks or to spare a soldier s parent spouse or other relative from
incarceration or far worse hitler s own signature can be found on many of these exemption orders but as the war dragged on
nazi politics came to trump military logic even in the face of the wehrmacht s growing manpower needs closing legal loopholes
and making it virtually impossible for these soldiers to escape the fate of millions of other victims of the third reich based on a
deep and wide ranging research in archival and secondary sources as well as extensive interviews with more than four hundred
mischlinge and their relatives rigg s study breaks truly new ground in a crowded field and shows from yet another angle the

extremely flawed dishonest demeaning and tragic essence of hitler s rule

it seemed that whenever mussolini acted on his own it was bad news for hitler indeed the fuhrer s relations with his axis
partners were fraught with an almost total lack of coordination compared to the allies the coalition was hardly an alliance at all
focusing on germany s military relations with italy romania hungary and finland richard dinardo unearths a wealth of information
that reveals how the axis coalition largely undermined hitler s objectives from the eastern front to the balkans mediterranean
and north africa dinardo argues that the axis military alliance was doomed from the beginning by a lack of common war aims
the absence of a unified command structure and each nation s fundamental mistrust of the others germany was disinclined to
make the kinds of compromises that successful wartime partnerships demanded and because hitler insisted on separate pacts
with each nation italy and finland often found themselves conducting counterproductive parallel wars on their own dinardo s
detailed assessments of ground naval and air operations reveal precisely why the axis allies were so dysfunctional as a collective
force sometimes for seemingly mundane but vital reasons a shortage of interpreters for example his analysis covers coalition
warfare at every level demonstrating that some military services were better at working with their allies than others while also
pointing to rare successes such as rommel s effective coordination with italian forces in north africa in the end while some

individual axis units fought with distinction if not on a par with the vaunted wehrmacht and helped germany achieve some of
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its military aims the coalition s overall military performance was riddled with disappointments breaking new ground dinardo s
work enlarges our understanding of germany s defeat while at the same time offering a timely reminder of the challenges

presented by coalition warfare

by the time hitler declared war on the soviet union in 1941 he knew that his military machine was running out of fuel in
response he launched operation blau a campaign designed to protect nazi oilfields in romania while securing new ones in the

caucasus all that stood in the way was stalingrad

a deft lively and highly readable history of the demise of the german way of war as the allies found an antidote to the shock
and awe approach of the wehrmacht the once mighty german army underwent an epic fall from remarkable operational

victories to crushing operational defeats forced to take on a defensive stance in a war it could never win
study of the battle of the bulge

first published in 1957 and out of print for decades moscow tram stop is a classic of world war ii on the eastern front heinrich
haape was a young doctor drafted into the german wehrmacht just before the war began he was with the spearhead of
operation barbarossa tasked with taking moscow when it invaded the soviet union on june 22 1941 mere hours into the attack
haape and his fellow soldiers learned the hard way that the red army fought with otherworldly tenacity even in defeat the
rapid advance of the early days slowed during the summer and haape s division did not begin the final push on moscow until
october it was a hard slog plagued first by rain and mud then by cold and snow by early december german forces had
reached the gates of the soviet capital but could press no farther by winter s end haape s battalion of 800 had been reduced

to a mere 28 soldiers the doctor s account is enthrallingly vivid the drama and excitement never slacken as haape recounts his
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experiences from the unique perspective of a doctor who often had to join in the fighting himself and witnessed the physical

and psychological toll of combat

the battle of kursk was one of the defining moments of world war ii in july 1943 german forces under erich von manstein one
of germany s best generals launched a massive attack in an offensive code named citadel a week later the soviets
counterattacked sparking a huge clash of tanks at prokhorovka the largest armor battle in history pitting more than 600 soviet
tanks against some 300 german panzers though the germans gained a tactical victory destroying huge numbers of soviet tanks
they failed to achieve their objectives and in the end the battle marked a turning point on the eastern front the red army

gained the strategic initiative and would not lose it

usually given short shrift in most histories of world war ii hitler s invasion of poland was more than a series of opening salvos it
was a testing ground for german brutalities to come this is a comprehensive study of the campaign including insights into its

ideological underpinnings

argues that air intelligence played a crucial but largely overlooked role in the successful execution of the allied bombing
campaigns against the third reich which in turn proved a decisive factor in both ending the war in europe and ending it as

soon as it did

an animated adaptation of the story of the same title by maurice sendak in which a small boy makes a visit to the land of the

wild things tells how he tames the creatures and returns home for primary grades

this illustrated a to z biographical companion presents easily accessible information to adolf hitler s life including his most
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important collaborators and opponents his domestic and foreign policies his use of propaganda and his racial persecution

drawing on evidence never before seen in the west including combat records of early engagements david glantz claims that in
1941 the red army was poorly trained inadequately equipped ineptly organized and consequently incapable of engaging in
large scale military campaigns and both hitler and stalin knew it he provides a complete and convincing study of why the
soviets almost lost the war that summer dispelling many of the myths about the red army that have persisted since the war

and soundly refuting viktor suvorov s controversial thesis that stalin was planning a preemptive strike against germany

a study of the battle of kursk at prokhorovka one of the largest tank engagements in world history which led to staggering
losses imncluding nearly 200 000 soviet and 50 000 german casualties within the first ten days of fighting drawing on both
german and soviet sources david m glantz and jonathan m house seek to separate myth from fact to show what really
happened at kursk and how it affected the outcome of world war ii their access to soviet archive material adds detail to what
is known about this conflict enabling them to reconstruct events from both perspectives and describe combat down to the

tactical level
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