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here elkins argues that alchemists and painters have similar relationships to the substances they
work with both try to transform the substance while seeking to transform their own experience

in this intimate history james elkins demonstrates that there is and can never be only one story of
art he opens up the questions that traditional art history usually avoids

in his latest book james elkins offers a road map through the field of visual studies describing its
major concerns and its principal theoretical sources then with the skill and insight that have marked
his successful books on art and visuality elkins takes the reader down a side road where visual
studies can become a more interesting place why look only at the same handful of theorists why
exclude from one s field of vision non western art or the wealth of scientific images

perspective has been a divided subject orphaned among various disciplines from philosophy to
gardening in the first book to bring together recent thinking on perspective from such fields as art
history literary theory aesthetics psychology and the history of mathematics james elkins leads us
to a new understanding of how we talk about pictures elkins provides an abundantly illustrated
history of the theory and practice of perspective looking at key texts from the renaissance to the
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present he traces a fundamental historical change that took place in the way in which perspective
was conceptualized first a technique for constructing pictures it slowly became a metaphor for
subjectivity that gradual transformation he observes has led to the rifts that today separate those
who understand perspective as a historical or formal property of pictures from those who see it as a
linguistic cognitive or epistemological metaphor elkins considers how the principal concepts of
perspective have been rewritten in work by erwin panofsky hubert damisch martin jay paul ricoeur
jacques lacan maurice merleau ponty and e h gombrich the poetics of perspective illustrates that
perspective is an unusual kind of subject it exists as a coherent idea but no one discipline offers an
adequate exposition of it rather than presenting perspective as a resonant metaphor for subjectivity
a painter s tool without meaning a disused historical practice or a model for vision and
representation elkins proposes a comprehensive revaluation the perspective he describes is at once
a series of specific pictorial decisions and a powerful figure for our knowledge of the world

in the domain of visual images those of fine art form a tiny minority this original and brilliant book
calls upon art historians to look beyond their traditional subjects painting drawing photography and
printmaking to the vast array of nonart images including those from science technology commerce
medicine music and archaeology such images james elkins asserts can be as rich and expressive as
any canonical painting using scores of illustrations as examples he proposes a radically new way of
thinking about visual analysis one that relies on an object s own internal sense of organization
elkins begins by demonstrating the arbitrariness of current criteria used by art historians for
selecting images for study he urges scholars to adopt instead the far broader criteria of the young
field of image studies after analyzing the philosophic underpinnings of this interdisciplinary field he
surveys the entire range of images from calligraphy to mathematical graphs and abstract painting
throughout elkins blends philosophic analysis with historical detail to produce a startling new sense
of such basic terms as pictures writing and notation

in what photography is james elkins examines the strange and alluring power of photography in the
same provocative and evocative manner as he explored oil painting in his best selling what painting
is in the course of an extended imaginary dialogue with roland barthes s camera lucida elkins
argues that photography is also about meaninglessness its apparently endless capacity to show us
things that we do not want or need to see and also about pain because extremely powerful images
can sear permanently into our consciousness extensively illustrated with a surprising range of
images the book demonstrates that what makes photography uniquely powerful is its ability to
express the difficulty physical psychological emotional and aesthetic of the act of seeing

unlike many books on painting that usually talk about art or painters james elkins compelling and
original work focuses on alchemy for like the alchemist the painter seeks to transform and be
transformed by the medium in what painting is james elkins communicates the experience of
painting beyond the traditional vocabulary of art history alchemy provides a magical language to
explore what it is a painter really does in her or his studio the smells the mess the struggle to
control the uncontrollable the special knowledge only painters hold of how colours will mix and
how they will look written from the perspective of a painter turned art historian what painting is is
like nothing you have ever read about art

examines art historical writing as an expressive medium capable of emotion and reflection and
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therefore deserving of serious consideration for its own sake as the testament of art history and of
individual historians

the christian tradition provides a wealth of insight into perennial human questions about the shape
of the good life human happiness virtue justice wealth and poverty spiritual growth and much else
besides and christian scholars can do great good by bringing that rich tradition into conversation
with the broader culture but what is the nature and purpose of distinctively christian scholarship and
what does that imply for the life and calling of the christian scholar what is it about christian
scholarship that makes it christian ten eminent scholars grapple with such questions in this volume
they offer deep and thought provoking discussions of the habits and commitments of the christian
scholar the methodology and pedagogy of christian scholarship the role of the holy spirit in
education christian approaches to art and literature and more contributors jonathan a anderson
dariusz m brycko natasha duquette m elizabeth lewis hall george hunsinger paul k moser alvin
plantinga craig j slane nicholas wolterstorff amos yong

a thoughtful study on how our eyes function with our brains examines the irrational elements of
physical sight and concludes that human seeing transforms both the viewer and the object being
viewed 15 000 first printing

this is the third volume in the art seminar james elkin s series of conversations on art and visual
studies is art history global stages an international conversation among art historians and critics on
the subject of the practice and responsibility of global thinking within the discipline participants
range from keith moxey of columbia university to cao yiqiang ding ning cuautemoc medina oliver
debroise renato gonzalez mello and other scholars

billy creelman the teenager in this story grew up in the 1930 s in the midst of the great depression
and between two world wars a turbulent and frightening time banks factories and stores went out of
business hundreds of thousands of formerly proud workers stood for hours in food lines and on
street corners in all kinds of weather selling apples and pencils or holding out tin cups for change
brother can you spare a dime after the bank foreclosed on his parent s tiny dairy farm in harford
county maryland the family was forced to split up with his faithful companion and best friend spike
a border collie at his side billy began hitchhiking to bethlehem pennsylvania where he planned to
live with his uncle dan a war hero with a mysterious past during their journey billy and spike met
some bad people and some good people they suffered a violent separation but after life threatening
experiences were finally reunited under harrowing circumstances on his journey billy saw firsthand
some of the destructive effects of the world war and the depression on the lives of americans and
for the first time looked fear in the face and learned more than he could have imagined about
violence and poverty

he also addresses the phenomenon of art critiques as a microcosm for teaching art as a whole and
dissects real life critiques highlighting presuppositions and dynamics that make them confusing and
suggesting ways to make them more helpful elkins s no nonsense approach clears away the
assumptions about art instruction that are not borne out by classroom practice for example he notes
that despite much talk about instilling visual acuity and teaching technique in practice neither
teachers nor students behave as if those were their principal goals he addresses the absurdity of
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pretending that sexual issues are absent from life drawing classes and questions the practice of
holding up great masters and masterpieces as models for students capable of producing only
mediocre art he also discusses types of art including art that takes time to complete and art that isn
t serious that cannot be learned in studio art classes

roy wheeler bell son of william edward bell and mary ann wheeler was born in 1897 in arkansas or
texas he married lydia reola estes 1900 1950 daughter of ambrose wickersham estes and mary bell
noe in 1922 they had two children he died in 1958 in harris county texas

facsimile originally published harold kentucky 1996

an unknown masterpiece of visionary art as daring as blake or goya but utterly different reproduced
in full color with a commentary by one of our most original art historians somewhere in europe we
don t know where around 1700 an artist is staring at something on the floor next to her worktable it
s just a log from the woodpile stood on end the soft damp bark the gently raised growth rings the
dark radial cracks nothing could be more ordinary but as the artist looks and looks colors begin to
appear shapes even figures she turns to a sheet of paper and begins to paint today this anonymous
artist s masterpiece is preserved in the university of glasgow library it is a manuscript in a plain
brown binding whose entire contents beyond a cryptic title page are fifty two small round
watercolor paintings based on the visions she saw in the ends of firewood logs this book
reproduces the entire sequence of paintings in full color together with a meditative commentary by
the art historian james elkins sometimes he writes we can glimpse the artist s sources baroque
religious art genre painting mythology alchemical manuscripts emblem books optical effects but
always she distorts her images mixes them together leaves them incomplete always she rejects
familiar stories and clear cut meanings in this daring refusal to make sense elkins sees an uncannily
modern attitude of doubt and skepticism he draws a portrait of the artist as an irremediably lonely
amazingly independent soul inhabiting a distinct historical moment between the faded renaissance
and the overconfident enlightenment what heaven looks like is a rare event an encounter between a
truly perceptive historian of images and a master conjurer of them

this is volume one of the long awaited bishop bischoffresearch book series on the history of the
bishop family that came to america in 1747 from oberhausen germany they arrived in pennsylvania
and migrated from philadelphia through maryland into southwestern virginia hans johannes bischoff
18 years old when he arrived in america settled in what is now floyd county virginia and remained
there until his death approximately 1810 this book series documents what is known of his life and
the lives of his many many descendants
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