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this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we

know it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states

you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work

scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available

to the public to ensure a quality reading experience this work has been proofread and republished using a format that

seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support of the

preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

a brief account of the history of the rifle and of the experiemnets and trials which have accompanied its introduction into the

english army the remarks are principally from a private journal which i author had kept during the course of experiements in

which i author have been engaged at woolwich enfield hythe and malta during the six years commencing in 1851 and ending in

1857 p 3

life explores history of the rifle begins with a bang with the discovery of the explosive combination of charcoal potassium

nitrate and sulfur from 10th century china to the united states this special edition details the evolution of the weapon
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including innovative modifications such as improved ignition devices allowing single shooters to aim fire and hit targets

although the innovation of the rifle improved efficiency and efficacy the smaller sleeker and more sophisticated model of the

rifle posed a threat including increased crime and conflict traverse the old world the civil war and the wild west and explore

how the evolution of this firearm has changed warfare society and history irrevocably

excerpt from the book of the rifle many books have been written about arms and about ri es yet so rapidly does invention

move that the subject is never exhausted the events of the last two years have aroused a new interest in the ri e soldiers

volunteers civilians all are alike keenly alive to its importance at last we have begun to understand that the man armed

with a ri e who is not expert in its use is a mere mili tary fraud and that if he is to acquire skill the only prescription is a

delightful pas time i desire to acknowledge gratefully the ungrudging help of the many friends who have aided or advised me on

points connected with this book were i to thank them separately my preface would resemble a long bidding prayer i would also

record my warm sense of much goodwill and pleasant companionship during more than twenty one years of ri e work helped

especially by patient and ungrudging kindness from shooting men of an older generation there can be no finality in the evolution

of firearms at least until some quite new power of destruction shall make them obsolete the present work imperfect as it is

may serve to record the point which the ri e has attained at the opening of the twentieth century about the publisher

forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a

reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the

work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the

original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of

imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works
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this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we

know it this work was reproduced from the original artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore

you will see the original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been housed in our most important

libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work is in the public domain in the united states of america

and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or

corporate has a copyright on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain missing

or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be

preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and

thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

a complete compendium of rifles and shotguns through the ages a rifled firearm is one in which the projectile is made to spin as

it travels up the bore the term rifle however was originally applied to muskets to differentiate them from the earlier

smoothbore weapons and is used today to designate the infantryman s personal weapon fired from the shoulder or the hip or in

some modern weapons from a bipod the rifle has also been used by sportsmen to kill larger game and was also used as a

working tool by cowboys and trappers during the period of western expansion it progressed from being a muzzle loader to a

breechloading bolt operated weapon then to a semi automatic weapon and finally to a lightweight assault rifle the emphasis

throughout these developments has been in increasing the rate of fire reducing the weight and making the weapons more accurate

simpler to fire more reliable and easier to maintain the shotgun is a smoothbore weapon originally developed as a hunting

device for killing fast moving flying or running prey loaded with shot many small projectiles the chances of hitting a moving

target was greatly enhanced like the rifle the shotgun has undergone similar progression from muzzle loader to breechloader
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bolt action and finally semi automatic mode the weapon has also seen military use in trench warfare and special operations

as well as riot suppression by the police the illustrated catalog of rifles and shotguns shows the reader over 500 longarms

of all types form the early flintlocks of the revolutionary period the percussion cap rifles and repeaters of the civil war the

famous rifles and shotguns of the wild west the standard infantry rifles of two world wars to the present day with

assault rifles and combat shotguns together with state of the art sporting rifles and shotguns each entry has a color

photo along with a description and a technical specification it is arranged in alphabetical order within five historical periods

historic civil war the frontier two world wars and modern plus a separate comprehensive shotgun section
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