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an oxford trained historian who became israeli foreign minister shlomo ben ami was a key figure in the camp david
negotiations and many other rounds of peace talks public and secret with palestinian and arab officials he offers here an
unflinching account of the arab israeli conflict informed by his firsthand knowledge of the major characters and events clear
eyed and unsparing ben ami traces the twists and turns of the middle east conflict and the many missteps of the israelis and
palestinians the author paints particularly trenchant portraits of key figures from ben gurion to bill clinton and gives us behind
the scenes accounts of the meetings in oslo madrid and camp david he is highly critical of ariel sharon and the late yasser
arafat the sad embodiment of an archaic political orthodoxy devoid of a vision for the future he sees arafat s rejection of
clinton s peace plan as a crime against the palestinian people the author is also critical of president bush s middle east policy a
presumptuous grand strategy and along the way ben ami highlights the many blunders on both sides describing for instance
how the great victory of the six day war launched many israelis on a misbegotten messianic dream of controlling all the
biblical jewish lands actually making the palestinian problem much worse in contrast it has only been when israel has suffered
setbacks that it has made moves towards peace the best hope for the region he concludes is to create an international mandate
in the palestinian territories that would lead to the implementation of clinton s two state peace parameters scars of war wounds
of peace is a major work of history with by far the most fair and balanced critique of israel ever to come from one of its key

officials it is an absolute must read for everyone who wants to understand the dynamics of the arab israeli conflict
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in the late 1930s a number of american women especially those allied with various peace and isolationist groups protested
against the nation s entry into world war ii while their story is fairly well known margaret paton walsh reveals a far less
familiar story of women who fervently felt that american intervention was absolutely necessary paton walsh recounts how the
united states became involved in the war but does so through the eyes of american women who faced it as a necessary evil
covering the period between 1935 and 1941 she examines how these women functioned as political actors even though they
were excluded from positions of power through activism in women s organizations informal women s networks and even male
dominated lobbying groups in the great debate over whether america should enter the war some women favored aid to the
allies not because they hoped for war but because they hoped aid would forestall more direct u s involvement but also because
they believed war was preferable to a nazi victory paton walsh shows that this activism involved some of the most prominent
women of their day elizabeth cutter morrow whose son in law charles lindbergh was an isolationist spokesman supported the
revision of the neutrality acts to allow the sale of arms to the allies and expressed her support in a national radio broadcast
soon other women joined this debate esther brunauer of the aauw journalist dorothy thompson and organizations like the
league of women voters and national women s trade union league broke from the pacifist tradition to advocate american aid
for the allied cause focusing on the conflict in europe paton walsh shows how these women grasped the implications of the
lend lease program for america s entry into the war but supported it nevertheless by late 1941 the women s division of the
fight for freedom committee had been established no longer merely advocating aid to britain to keep american boys out of
battle this organization supported direct american involvement in the war as a means of stopping nazi oppression while most
historians have focused on women s pacifism paton walsh connects women more directly to world events and shows how
those interventionists reformulated maternalist ideas to justify and explain their beliefs our war too is a story of american
women trying to reconcile the irreconcilable to preserve both their principles and their peace it expands our understanding of
women as political actors and thinkers about foreign policy as it sheds new light on american public opinion over the build up

to the war
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