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armies in the 1990s are commonly involved in low level ill defined politically charged messy situations known collectively

as unconventional warfare thomas adams argues for a shift in expectations with a greater willingness to accept lengthy

commitments and incremental progress

vice adm william h mcraven helped to devise the strategy for how to bring down osama bin laden and commanded the

courageous u s military unit that carried it out on may 1 2011 ending one of the greatest manhunts in history in spec ops

a well organized and deeply researched study mcraven analyzes eight classic special operations six are from wwii the

german commando raid on the belgian fort eben emael 1940 the italian torpedo attack on the alexandria harbor 1941 the

british commando raid on nazaire france 1942 the german glider rescue of benito mussolini 1943 the british midget
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submarine attack on the tirpitz 1943 and the u s ranger rescue mission at the cabanatuan pow camp in the philippines

1945 the two post wwii examples are the u s army raid on the son tay pow camp in north vietnam 1970 and the israeli

rescue of the skyjacked hostages in entebbe uganda 1976 mcraven who commands a u s navy seal team pinpoints six

essential principles of spec ops success simplicity security repetition surprise speed and purpose for each of the case

studies he provides political and military context a meticulous reconstruction of the mission itself and an analysis of the

operation in relation to his six principles mcraven deems the son tay raid the best modern example of a successful spec

op which should be considered textbook material for future missions his own book is an instructive textbook that will be

closely studied by students of the military arts maps photos

in october and november of 2001 small numbers of soldiers from the army special forces entered afghanistan linked up

with elements of the northern alliance an assortment of afghanis opposed to the taliban and in a remarkably short period

of time destroyed the taliban regime trained to work with indigenous forces and personnel like the northern alliance these

soldiers sometimes riding on horseback combined modern military technology with ancient techniques of central asian

warfare in what was later described as the first cavalry charge of the twenty first century in this engaging book two

national security experts and department of defense insiders put the exploits of america s special operation forces in

historical and strategic context david tucker and christopher j lamb offer an incisive overview of america s turbulent

experience with special operations using in depth interviews with special operators at the forefront of the current war on
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terrorism and providing a detailed account of how they are selected and trained the authors illustrate the diversity of

modern special operations forces and the strategic value of their unique attributes from the first chapter this book builds

toward a set of recommendations for reforms that would allow special operations forces to make a greater contribution to

the war on terrorism and play a more strategic role in safeguarding the nation s security along the way the authors explain

why special operations forces are distinguished by characteristics not equally valued by their own leadership strategically

crucial because of two mutually supporting but undeniably distinct sets of capabilities not found in conventional forces not

to be confused with the cia and so called paramilitary forces nor with the marines and other elite forces unable to learn

from the 1993 failed intervention in somalia and the national oversight issues it revealed better integrated into the nation s

military strategy and operations than ever before but confused about their  core missions in the war on terror not

transformed for future challenges as many assert but rather in need of organizational reforms to realize their strategic

potential  despite  longstanding  and  growing  public  fascination  with  special  operators  these  individuals  and  the

organizations that employ them are little understood with this book tucker and lamb dispel common misconceptions and

offer a penetrating analysis of how these unique and valuable forces can be employed to even better effect in the future

this book sets out the major social scientific approaches to the study of special operations forces despite consistent

downsizing over the past two decades the armed forces of the industrial democracies have seen a huge growth in special

operations forces sof through increasing numbers of personnel and more frequent deployments sof units have wielded
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considerable influence in conflicts around the world with senior sof officers having led major strategic operations this

increased presence and unprecedented expansion for sof is largely a result of the new kinds of conflicts that have

emerged in the 21st century at the same time even with this high profile in the military policy and media and popular

cultural arenas there is relatively little social scientific research on sof this volume aims to fill this gap by providing a series

of studies and analyses of sof across the globe since the end of world war ii analysing sof at the micro mezzo and macro

levels provides broad and diverse insights moreover the volume deals with new issues raised by the use of such forces

that  include  emerging  modes  of  civilian  control  innovative  organizational  forms  and  the  special  psychological

characteristics necessitated by sof operatives it concludes with a discussion of a question which continues to be debated

in today s militaries what makes sof special filling a clear gap in the literature this book will be of much interest to students

of strategic studies civil military relations irregular warfare security studies and international relations

a brief history of secret british and american world war ii organizations their training tools successes and their legacy

winston churchill famously instructed the head of the special operations executive to set europe ablaze agents of both the

british special operations executive and the american office of strategic services underwent rigorous training before

making their way undetected into occupied europe to do just that working alone or in small cells often cooperating with

local  resistance  groups  agents  undertook  missions  behind  enemy  lines  involving  sabotage  subversion  organizing

resistance groups and intelligence gathering soe s first notable success was the destruction of a power station in france
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stopping work at a vital u boat base later operations included the assassination of himmler s deputy reinhard heyrich and

ending the nazi atomic bomb program by destroying the heavy water plant at vemork norway oss operatives established

anti nazi resistance groups across europe and managed to smuggle operatives into nazi germany including running one of

the war s most important spies german diplomat fritz kolbe all missions were incredibly dangerous and many agents were

captured tortured and ultimately killed the life expectancy of an soe wireless operator in occupied france was just six

weeks in this short history historian james stejskal examines why these agencies were established the training regime and

ingenious tools developed to enable agents to undertake their missions their operational successes and their legacy

a series of studies and discussions on the impact of special operations includes analysis of the threat to the us the soviet

approach military capabilities intelligence and special  operations psychological  operations and low intensity conflicts

predating the fall of the soviet union the gulf conflicts and the events of 9 11 2001 this is an interesting insight to military

thinking in the late 1980s published 1988 print ed

contents 1 background command structures and components special operations forces in the army navy air force marine

and joint nato special operations 2 current organizational and budgetary issues 2010 quadrennial defense review report

sof related directives 2010 ussocom posture statement 3 afghanistan related issues a change of command relationship for

u s sof u s sof direct action against afghan insurgents training village security forces 4 issues for congress are current

command relationships and rules of engagement having a detrimental impact on special operations in afghanistan are we
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making the best use of sof in afghanistan

this study is a historical analysis of the german special operations conducted in support of their overall ardennes offensive

it focuses on the two major special operations of the german offensive operations greif and stoesser operation greif was

the german attempt to infiltrate a commando unit behind american lines disguised as american soldiers operation stoesser

the last german airborne operation of the war was designed to secure a key cross roads behind american lines these

special operations failed because of faulty planning inadequate preparation and a lack of coordination between the special

and conventional forces these problems exacerbated by a lack of preparation time resulted in a pair of ad hoc units that

were unable to accomplish their primary missions although the operations were characterized by boldness initiative and

improvisation this study also examines the strategic setting planning preparations and conduct of these operations as well

as their impact on the overall campaign this study also examines the key lessons learned that can be derived from both

operations lastly the study explores the implications of these lessons for the u s military of today

special operations success establishes a new benchmark in military theory in this deeply analytic and innovative work it

answers several pressing questions how successful have american special operations been over the past quarter century

are special forces fated to cycles of expansion and misuse will special forces invariably exceed the authorities granted to

them because of they are is a general theory of special operations feasible given the range of activities and conditions

that fall under the category kiras work is based on two decades of practical teaching and consulting experience within
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different  special  operations  communities  and  its  analysis  and  conclusions  are  designed  to  inform  practitioners

policymakers educators and the general public the book develops a framework in the form of a theory comprising

capabilities and control for the comprehensively evaluating special operations success and is divided into three parts part i

lays the foundation for  a general  theory of  special  operations part  ii  explores the two component parts of  theory

capabilities and control and part iii uses various aspects of the theory depending on available information to assess the

success of special operations over a twenty year period in the united kingdom south africa and the united states

weapon of choice the operations of u s army special forces in afghanistan offers a penetrating exploration of the tactical

and strategic maneuvers employed by u s army special forces this anthology demonstrates an extraordinary range of

literary styles that capture the exhaustive multifaceted nature of military operations in afghanistan from high intensity

combat narratives to strategic assessments this collection encapsulates the ethos and challenges of modern warfare

capturing significant moments that have defined the u s military s efforts in the region it highlights diverse vignettes of

conflict  offering insights into critical  operations without singular emphasis on personal authorship but rather on the

collective voice and expertise of contributing institutions the contributors spearheaded by the united states department of

defense and the combat studies institute bring a wealth of expertise and historical depth their collective insights contribute

to a comprehensive understanding of the operational landscape in afghanistan rooted in a broader historical and cultural

context this compendium aligns with contemporary military discourse and strategic thought the anthology serves as a
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crucial blend of firsthand military experiences and analytical rigor providing an enriched narrative that showcases the

kaleidoscope of experiences and strategies employed by u s special forces for readers seeking a nuanced exploration of

modern military operations weapon of choice offers a compelling opportunity to engage with diverse perspectives and

strategic insights the volume is invaluable for its educational depth presenting a multiplicity of viewpoints that broaden the

understanding of military operations beyond singular accounts this collection invites both scholars and enthusiasts to delve

into the intricacies of warfare fostering dialogue between the works and offering a rich tapestry of military history and

strategy within a singular compelling volume

a critical analysis of how global special forces can and should evolve into a future ready capability responding to today s

post war on terror challenges

there has always been a romantic fascination with special operations forces sof the idea of secret commandos or rangers

striking from the shadows surprising the enemy with overwhelming speed violence of action and cutting edge technology

appeals to america s image of highly trained elite soldiers there is however another soldier who fights from the shadows

this one is perhaps less known and far less understood his real weapons are a deep understanding of terrain the

relationships built and the influence developed to motivate and train others to take up the fight these soldiers are the u s

army sf the quiet professionals whom history and popular culture often overlook designed to organize train and support

indigenous personnel in behind the lines resistance activities sf belongs to an organization unique in the army s history
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founded at the psychological warfare center at fort bragg in 1952 and based upon lessons learned and formation used in

guerrilla warfare during world war ii its sole purpose was uw the experience in vietnam gave sf a second purpose

countering a subversive insurgency this brief history identifies the precursors and major developments that created

modern u s army sf fm 3 18 is the principal manual for special forces sf doctrine it describes sf roles missions capabilities

organization mission command employment and sustainment operations across the range of military operations topics

include the history of special forces world war ii the cold war and modern special forces the role of special forces special

forces guidance and principal tasks the organization of special forces us special operations command and the john f

kennedy special warfare center and school employment of special forces county teams theater of operations and training

programs unconventional warfare and foreign internal defense

in keeping with the arsof vision above army special operations has demonstrated its relevance across the range of military

operations since its inception this volume in the army university press large scale combat operations series provides

historical case studies that illustrate special operations forces sof activities in large scale combat operations these case

studies encompass operations from 1916 to 2003 the units conducting the operations were organizations with sof like

characteristics and functions though some were not called sof in their time eight of the twelve chapters describe u s sof

operations and four  chapters depict  sof  operations of  other  nations all  address the roles and activities of  special

operations in division and higher level operations four notable themes emerge from these chapters first is the opportunity
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to achieve decisive results through conventional force and sof synergy second is the value of sof operating in denied

areas to provide options for commanders and to create dilemmas for adversaries third is the combat enabling power of

indigenous forces and populations in support of large scale combat operations fourth are the sof capabilities of precision

targeting and crisis response to strike high value targets and rapidly address priority requirements together these chapters

describe the past to inform our understanding of sof s role in future large scale combat operations this compilation also

reveals the characteristics of sof as seen in the past and still evident today

all roads lead to baghdad was written in a clear and concise style free of military jargon by u s army special operations

command usasoc historians to document the exploits and achievements of individual army special operations soldiers and

units in their traditional role of supporting the conventional force during operation iraqi freedom in 2003 it is the second in

this usasoc series the first weapon of choice arsof in afghanistan chronicled the invasion of afghanistan shortly after

september 11 2001 and is also reprinted by paladin press under the title u s army special operations in afghanistan this

historic book details the planning and direction provided by gen tommy franks to u s special operations command central

and on down the line to the two combined joint special operations task forces north and west and a naval task force and

then as in all campaigns how the units and individual soldiers executed their specific missions with courage and skill to

ensure accuracy in  their  reporting the authors  received unparalleled access to  classified documents  and personal

accounts from soldiers on the battlefield
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a fascinating insight into us and coalition special forces operating in iraq and afghanistan details specific operations

weapons equipment and experiences in combat includes first hand accounts from the men on the ground

a fascinating insight into us and coalition special forces operations in iraq including first hand accounts from the men on

the ground

volume 8 of the army university large scale combat operations series the competitive advantage special operations forces

in large scale combat operations presents twelve historical case studies of special operations forces from world war i

through operation iraqi freedom this volume sheds light upon the emerging roles missions and unique capabilities that

have forged a path for army special operations forces today these case studies set large scale combat operations in the

center and place arsof s role in the forefront if a reader were to take one piece from this volume it would be the clear

understanding of the close synergy that occurs between the conventional force and sof in large scale combat operations

for major wars in the 20th and early 21st century that synergy should provide a broad azimuth for military planners and

practitioners to follow as the army sof and the joint force combine to preserve the peace defend the nation and defeat any

adversary
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