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this book is based on papers presented at the conference however it is not a typical
publication of academic conference proceedings because the topics are not completely
congruent with those of the conference some lectures that could not be held due to travel
restrictions related to the coronavirus pandemic were submitted as book contributions in
addition i also wrote a short contribution on the jewish history of the region which has been
often neglected in previous presentations of the region the various authors for this volume
have been intensively involved with the region in recent years however the authors do not only
focus on the situation on the ground but also on the international context of the autonomous
administration the conflict in syria is no longer just a civil war but a transnational conflict with
important roles played not only by actors such as russia or the usa but also turkey or iran
given the transnationality of the conflict and the role of the hegemonic powers these authors
share thoughtful analyses from very different perspectives it is important to share these
diverse views with the world so that the tragic conflict might become more comprehensible
this does not mean however that i necessarily advocate each particular position taken by the
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varied contributors to this book the intent is to offer you multiple perspectives and certainly
not a common narrative

this book explores the history of syria s borders and boundaries from their creation 1920 until
the civil war 2011 and their contestation by the islamic state or the kurdish movement the
volume s main objective is to reconsider the artificial character of the syrian territory and to
reveal the processes by which its borders were shaped and eventually internalized by the
country s main actors based on extensive archival research the book first documents the
creation and stabilization of syrian borders before and during the mandates period
nineteenth century to 1946 studying ottoman and french territorialization strategies but also
emphasizing the key role of the borderlands in this process in turn it investigates the
perceptual boundaries resulting from the conflict and how they materialized in space lastly it
explores the geographical and political imaginaries of non state actors pyd isis that emerged
from the war

alternative forms of government and statehood exist in the middle east and north african
regions the chapters in this volume demonstrate this and explore the notion of power from a
non statist perspective highlighting the limits of states and their governance using empirical
evidence from syria libya lebanon tunisia iraq yemen and mali the authors explore non
standard cases where power may be retained by a state but must be shared with a number of
local actors resulting in limited statehood and hybrid governance which leads to competition
and sharing of symbolic and political power within a state this book is intended to prompt a
critical reflection on the meaning of governance it will illuminate informal structures which
deserve attention when studying governance and power dynamics within a state or a region
this book was originally published as a special issue of small wars insurgencies

why is the middle east entering a new era is it a new dawn is it a setting sun in the third
decade of the twenty first century the middle east is entering a new era a multifaceted and
intricate equilibrium will write the next chapter of this region the new era we are entering is
fraught with challenges and full of opportunities the new era is both defined by and a result
of a combination of ancient and modern domestic regional and international processes iran
and turkey each strive to position themselves as the regional superpower in parallel the
people of the region struggle to overcome increasing domestic challenges these developments
combined with an escalating struggle over path identity and direction could result in a new
model of statehood in the arab world while some countries take the turbulent path toward a
possible new statehood model others are fighting for their sovereignty and survival all of this
is occurring while western hegemony in the middle east is coming to an end and the eastern
giants are on the rise acclaimed middle east expert an israeli fluent in arabic english and
hebrew avi melamed has a proven exceptional record of foreseeing the evolution of events in
the middle east and their impact on a local and regional level in this book melamed takes you
on a fascinating eye opening journey through the geopolitical landscape of the middle east in
the third decade of the twenty first century he challenges common western concepts
narratives and theories and he provides predictions about some of the most central regional
issues of the day using primarily sources from the region avi melamed provides a professional
rare insider s view and clearly and insightfully contextualizes current regional events inside
the middle east entering a new era provides the knowledge and tools to connect the dots this
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distinct understanding allows the reader to build a multidimensional picture of the
geopolitical reality of the middle east today and provides an unparalleled foundation for
navigating the events of tomorrow

includes who s who in the middle east

this book presents a study of neolithisation and the chronological sequence of neolithic
cultures in the near east focusing on the years between 10 500 and 6200 bc the authors start
with empirical data in an attempt to reveal not only cultures but the territorial limits of these
cultures their borders and their possible interactions with time the geographical zone covered
comprises the two branches of the area known traditionally as the fertile crescent as well as
the steppe desert zone which they encompass a full appendix presents a catalogue and find
distribution sites preface by f hole

it also includes the role of foreign powers in the middle east especially france great britain
the former soviet union and the united states book jacket

an illustrated history of the crusades relating the history of the movement which sought to
establish christianity in the place of its birth

since the gulf war three u s administrations have tried desperately to negotiate peace
between the israelis and the palestinians crafted through a series of policy missteps the
tenuous accords have done little except leave israel compromised and vulnerable while
drawing the ire of militant islamists culminating in the catastrophic show of force against the
west via terrorist attacks on american soil and renewed violence in the west bank and
elsewhere in the middle east in the high cost of peace terrorism expert yossef bodansky
uncovers the bitter legacy of a peace process that has cost tens of thousands of lives
emboldened such outlaw countries as iran and iraq enriched arab militaries with billions of u s
dollars and mobilized an underground network of terror cells around the globe he reveals in
engrossing detail the political undercurrents and secret deals that have shaped and
destabilized the region the confluence of events leading up to september 11 and the inside
story of a dangerous quest for peace that has led to a war unlike any the middle east has
seen before the details of which rarely make the anti israeli tinged evening news you will
discover why arafat said in 1972 of the palestinian aggression against israel peace for us
means the destruction of israel and nothing else how president clinton s zeal for peace was
motivated by his desire to divert national attention away from his domestic scandals and why
his administration completely ignored the growing threat of militant islamism what secret
preparations and military build up saddam hussein ordered for the next war with and terrorist
strikes against the united states and israel and many more shocking revelations at the heart
of the failed peace negotiations is the utopian notion that israel s militant enemies even want
peace this book proves once and for all how the united states is put in perpetual danger of
terrorist attack because of its repeated blunders in dealing with the arab world and the vital
contributions of israel america s staunchest ally in this turbulent region to u s security
interests meanwhile as many arab leaders play to american and european news cameras with
empty promises of peace they are secretly conspiring with terrorists to fulfill their ultimate
goal the complete annihilation of the israeli state
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the on going crisis in syria has not only affected those caught within the country s borders but
with the deluge of refugees fleeing the violence it has also had an impact on the surrounding
countries lebanon together with the province of hatay in turkey containing antakya and the
golan heights were all originally part of french mandate syria but are now all outside the
boundaries of the modern syrian state the policies and reactions of syria both to the loss of
these territories and to the states that have either emerged from absorbed or annexed them
lebanon turkey and israel are the focus of emma lundgren jorum s book beyond syria s
borders highlights the differences between actual policy on the one hand and rhetoric and
discourse on the other when it comes to each of these three cases it does so in order to
understand the nature of not only territorial dispute in the region but also the processes of
state building and nationalism more generally covering the formation of the syrian arab
republic from the fall of the ottoman empire through to the twenty y rst century lundgren
jorum examines the ways in which syrian views of these lost territories have changed over time
through the examination of syria s foreign policies towards these lost territories lundgren
jorum sets out and analyses syrian turkish syrian lebanese and syrian israeli relations in doing
so she advances particular conceptions of nationalism to explain why syria views certain lost
territories as more valuable than others and why some losses have been pushed to one side
and others remain at the forefront in syria s international relations and diplomacy efforts
despite and sometimes because of the current con ict lundgren jorum s examination of syria s
responses to the loss of territory is thus vital for any reader attempting to understand the
workings of syrian foreign policy impacting everything from syria s role in the middle east to
the wider arab israeli con ict this makes it vital for those researching both the history of
border conflicts in the region as well as the current crisis
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