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this new digital edition of the trial and death of socrates euthyphro apology crito and phaedo
presents benjamin jowett s classic translations as revised by enhanced media publishing a
number of new or expanded annotations are also included

the trial and execution of socrates took place in 399 bce socrates was tried on two charges
corrupting the youth and impiety socrates accusers cited that socrates failed to acknowledge
the gods that the city acknowledges and that he introduced new deities socrates death was the
result of him asking philosophical questions a majority of the athenian citizens known as
dikasts who were chosen by lot to serve as jurors voted to convict him consistent with common
practice the dikasts determined socrates punishment with another vote socrates was ultimately
sentenced to death by drinking a hemlock based liquid socrates was a classical greek
philosopher credited as one of the founders of western philosophy socrates ancient medieval
and classical work has had great influence on both philosophy as well as politics social sciences

socrates s death in 399 bce has figured largely in our world shaping how we think about
heroism and celebrity religion and family life state control and individual freedom many of the
key coordinates of western culture wilson analyzes the enormous and enduring power the trial
and death of socrates has exerted over the western imagination

the trial of socrates refers to the trial and the subsequent execution of the athenian
philosopher socrates in 399 bc socrates was tried and convicted by the courts of democratic
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athens on a charge of corrupting the youth and disbelieving in the ancestral gods the trial was
described by two of socrates contemporaries plato and xenophon and is one of the most
famous trials of all time the trial last days and death of socrates are presented in this volume
through four works of plato they are euthyphro apology i e defense speech crito and phaedo
socrates death scene

this third edition of the trial and death of socrates presents g m a grube s distinguished
translations as revised by john cooper for plato complete works a number of new or expanded
footnotes are also included along with a select bibliography john m cooper is stuart professor
of philosophy princeton university

the trial and death of socrates by plato is a philosophical exploration of justice morality and
the nature of wisdom comprising four dialogues euthyphro apology crito and phaedo the work
recounts the final days of socrates from his trial in athens to his execution by drinking hemlock
through socrates defense against accusations of impiety and corrupting the youth plato
presents a profound meditation on ethical integrity the pursuit of truth and the role of
philosophy in society since its recording the trial and death of socrates has been revered as
one of the most significant works in western philosophy socrates unwavering commitment to his
principles even in the face of death has made him a symbol of intellectual courage and moral
resilience the dialogues not only offer insight into athenian law and political structures but also
challenge readers to reflect on the meaning of justice virtue and the examined life the work s
enduring relevance lies in its exploration of fundamental philosophical questions and its
portrayal of socrates as an archetype of wisdom and integrity the trial and death of socrates
remains a timeless testament to the power of reason the consequences of challenging societal
norms and the philosophical pursuit of truth inspiring generations of thinkers and readers

the european philosophical tradition consists of a series of footnotes to plato alfred north
whitehead the dialogues of plato stand alongside the bible and homer s iliad and odyssey as
foundational texts of western civilization the works of plato collected under the title the trial
and death of socrates have been particularly influential this is because they provide both an
excellent point of entry into plato s vast philosophy and a vivid portrait of plato s mentor
socrates one of the most uncompromising intellectuals in the pantheon of human history it is
predominantly through plato s account in these works of the words and actions of socrates
during his trial and execution for impiety that the latter s nobility and profound integrity have
become known to succeeding generations

shows that the dialogue in plato s phaedo is primarily devoted to presenting socrates final
defense of the philosophical life against the theoretical and political challenge of religion

the trial and death of socrates being the euthyphron apology crito and phaedo of plato

the trial and death of socrates by plato is a timeless piece dealing with themes that are
applicable to the generations of then now and those to come written in the classic observant
style of plato the book is a compilation of four dialogues that the main character socrates
engages in at various times with different people each dialogue is didactic in style and
although they don t always end conclusively they do provoke one to reflect upon that which is
discussed throughout the book socrates deals with such subjects as pious versus the impious
wise versus the unwise and just versus the unjust the book is set in athens in the year 399 b c e
and is written so that each section revolves around socrates trial as described in the section
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entitled the apology the book focuses much attention on the trial in which socrates is being
tried for corrupting the youth and not believing in the gods recognized by the state aside from
the philosophical side of socrates the reader is also introduced to his family and friends thus
observing the person who socrates really was many readers are introduced to various sections
of this book at some point in their education yet those who never read the entire book miss
altogether the importance of the relationships that socrates has with others it is through study
of these relationships that the reader begins to view socrates as a real human and develop a
sympathetic connection with him while the conversations are occasionally difficult to follow the
thoughts and philosophies of socrates are profound and worth the invested time to understand
each debate that socrates partakes in introduces to the reader a new piece of knowledge or
moral question to ponder it is through the answers to these questions that the reader reaps the
true benefit of tackling the trial and death of socrates wisdom gained is worth more than the
time invested

tell us delphic oracle who is the wisest man in all of greece so begins the death of socrates no
mortal man is wiser than socrates who on his daily walks through athens talks to all the people
he meets when the person he talks to takes himself to be very wise socrates asks so many
questions that the person ends up admitting he knows nothing when he runs into people who
know little socrates sets them on the way to wisdom but not everyone shares socrates s love for
the truth when the people of athens put him on trial for his ceaseless questioning how will he
find the courage to continue to speak the truth from publisher s website

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the original
artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you will see the original
copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work is in the public
domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you
may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright
on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain missing
or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur that this work
is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public
we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for being an important
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant
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copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work is in the public
domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you
may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright
on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain missing
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is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public
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part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

the details that contribute to a picture of the personality of socrates are scattered in the
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writings of his pupils chiefly plato and xenophon and of the historians or other writers by
means of these pieces of information we can see him teaching truth and virtue not only by his
words but also in his life his life especially its ending displays such drama and such a tragic
conclusion that i consider it worthwhile to transfer it from the stage of history to the stage of
the theatre in order to assist those readers or spectators who wish to know more but have not
the time or the opportunity to search through the complex bibliographical maze to find the
relevant details and become acquainted with socrates it was with this in mind that i ventured
to write this play in four acts after studying the relevant literature i found the greater part of
the setting of this play almost ready made in plato s dialogues euthyphron defence of socrates
kriton and phaidon i extracted the most important parts from these dialogues translated them
freely into colloquial speech and supplemented them with details from sources other than plato
i modified their setting and context wherever necessary to suit them to the demands of a
theatrical performance and adapted them accordingly the setting of the first act is entirely the
work of my own imagination i thought it probable that the closest friend of the famous
xanthippe socrates wife would have been the wife of apollodoros who according to the platonic
dialogues especially the symposium but also the memoirs of xenophon was such a close friend
of socrates that he never left his side so i gave his wife the name of thaleia and created a
discussion between her and xanthippe on the subject of socrates i put into their mouths details
about the personality and philosophy of socrates which come from ancient texts in such a way
as to make emerge the character and philosophy of xanthippe who according to xenophon was
the most difficult of women

a revisionist account of the most famous trial and execution in western civilization one with
great resonance for modern society in the spring of 399 bce the elderly philosopher socrates
stood trial in his native athens the court was packed and after being found guilty by his peers
socrates died by drinking a cup of poison hemlock his execution a defining moment in ancient
civilization yet time has transmuted the facts into a fable aware of these myths robin
waterfield has examined the actual greek sources presenting a new socrates not an atheist or
guru of a weird sect but a deeply moral thinker whose convictions stood in stark relief to those
of his former disciple alcibiades the hawkish and self serving military leader refusing to
surrender his beliefs even in the face of death socrates as waterfield reveals was determined to
save a morally decayed country that was tearing itself apart why socrates died is then not only
a powerful revisionist book but a work whose insights translate clearly from ancient athens to
the present day
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