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eleven eminent buddhist studies scholars have contributed essays to this collection
assembled to celebrate the life of the late sri lankan scholar social worker and

meditation master godwin samararatne

how did early buddhists actually encounter the seminal texts of their religion what
were the attitudes held by monks and laypeople toward the written and oral pali
traditions in this pioneering work daniel veidlinger explores these questions in the
context of the northern thai kingdom of lan na drawing on a vast array of sources
including indigenous chronicles reports by foreign visitors inscriptions and palm leaf
manuscripts he traces the role of written buddhist texts in the predominantly oral
milieu of northern thailand from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries veidlinger
examines how the written word was assimilated into existing buddhist and monastic
practice in the region considering the use of manuscripts for textual study and
recitation as well as the place of writing in the cultic and ritual life of the faithful he
shows how manuscripts fit into the economy describes how they were made and
stored and highlights the understudied issue of the cult of the book in theravoda
buddhism looking at the wider theravoda world veidlinger argues that manuscripts in
burma and sri lanka played a more central role in the preservation and dissemination
of buddhist texts by offering a detailed examination of the motivations driving those
who sponsored manuscript production this study draws attention to the vital role
played by forest dwelling monastic orders introduced from sri lanka in the
development of lan na s written pali heritage it also considers the rivalry between
those monks who wished to preserve the older oral tradition and monks rulers and

laypeople who supported the expansion of the new medium of writing

this new pariyatti edition brings together eight essays of bhikkhu bodhi five of which
were earlier published in academic journals and volumes and three not published
before most of the essays are critical responses to various modern interpretations of
the dhamma that the author considers to be at odds with the buddha s teachings in
particular as transmitted and interpreted by the theravoda school of buddhism the

other essays are in depth discussions of important buddhist doctrinal terms

a milestone in buddhist literature this comprehensive presentation of the practice of
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dhamma shows how it can quench the dissatisfaction and suffering common in our
lives dhamma a pali word meaning law of nature or truth but commonly used to refer
to the overall body of buddhist teachings has the potential to fundamentally change
one s life in this comprehensive set of teachings buddhadasa bhikkhu perhaps the
most influential thai buddhist of the twentieth century introduces the dhamma to lay
practitioners in a relatable and powerful way beginning with an extensive discussion
of spiritual practice and moving into specific teachings on dhamma this book will be
an indispensable resource for theravada buddhists insight meditation practitioners and
all readers interested in a profoundly committed modern approach to the buddhist

path

this book is divided into two parts that i have called the why and the how part i
shows you why you should practise the dhamma with a view to nibbana it is
designed to make you understand how rare is the appearance of a buddha and how
very fortunate you are to be born at a time when the teachings of a buddha are
available it also shows you how difficult and rare it is to be born as a human being it
is designed to encourage you to strive on with diligence and concentrated continuous
effort part ii concentrates on how one practises the dhamma with a view to nibbana
once you have realized the urgency of practising the dhamma it is important to know
how to practise the dhamma with a view to nibbana the how begins by introducing
you to nibbana and the characteristics that must be destroyed to attain it and then
goes on to show how one destroys or eradicates each of these characteristics it is
designed to introduce the reader to the practice of the dhamma with a view to

enlightenment author s preface

this book approaches the dhamma the buddha s teaching from a buddhistic
perspective viewing various individual teachings presented in hundreds of early
discourses of pali canon comprehending them under a single systemic thought of a
single individual called the buddha it explicates the structure of this thought going
through various contextual teachings and teaching categories of the discourses
treating them as necessary parts of a liberating thought that constitutes the right view
of one who embraces the buddha s teaching as his or her sole philosophy of life it

interprets the diverse individual dhammas as being in congruence with each other and
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as contributory to forming the whole of the buddha s teaching the dhamma by
exploring some selected topics such as ignorance configurations not self and nibbona
in thirteen chapters the book enables readers to understand the whole the dhamma in
relation to the parts the dhammas and the parts in relation to the whole while
realizing the importance of studying every single dhamma category or topic not for its
own sake but for understand the entirety of the teaching this way of viewing and
explaining the teachings of the discourses enables readers to clearly comprehend the

teaching of the buddha in early buddhism

this volume brings between two covers the author s original writings from the bps s
wheel and bodhi leaves series these writings offer one of the most mature
comprehensive and authoritative expressions of buddhism by a contemporary western
monk contents the way to freedom from suffering the worn out skin the power of
mindfulness the roots of good and evil the five mental hindrances the four nutriments
of life the threefold refuge the four sublime states anatto and nibbona seeing things
as they are buddhism and the god idea devotion in buddhism courageous faith why
end suffering kamma and its fruit contemplation of feelings protection through right

mindfulness glossary a bibliography of nyanaponika thera s publications in english

this volume brings together 53 essays of bhikkhu bodhi previously published by the
buddhist publication society in newsletters and other publications these essays reveal
the depth and breadth of bhikkhu bodhi s ability to communicate the timeless
teachings of the buddha and his skillful guidance in applying the dhamma in everyday

life

this booklet emphasizes chanting which has been used traditionally as an aid to
meditation all passages and verses are the words of the buddha this small selection

of texts can be of help for stilling the mind and bring both calm and insight

of all the buddhist writings the dhammapada known for its accessibility is perhaps the
best primer of teachings on the dhamma or moral path of life cleary provides an
enlightening introduction that puts the work into historical cultural and religious

perspective offering helpful and insightful commentary in each section two color
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design throughout

drawn from the buddha s teachings contemporary literature and the author s own life

this collection of stories anecdotes and aphorisms provides inspiration and

refreshment for practitioners of meditation a sympathetic observant and

compassionate voice drives these narratives offering practitioners guidance and

strength in their pursuit of eternal bliss the anecdotes pair lasting truths with

contemporary concepts pointing to dharma in all things from a shoe repair shop to

the world wide with one story poem or aphorism per page buddhism s ancient

wisdoms are presented in an easily digestible format
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