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a collection of thirteen lectures all given near the end of joseph campbell s life
that examine the great sweep of mythological development around the world
and across the ages

hercules zeus thor gilgamesh these are the figures that leap to mind when we
think of myth but to david leeming myths are more than stories of deities and
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fantastic  beings  from  non  christian  cultures  myth  is  at  once  the  most
particular and the most universal feature of civilization representing common
concerns that each society voices in its own idiom whether an egyptian story
of  creation  or  the  big  bang  theory  of  modern  physics  myth  is  metaphor
mirroring our deepest sense of ourselves in relation to existence itself now in
the world of myth leeming provides a sweeping anthology of myths ranging
from ancient egypt and greece to the polynesian islands and modern science
we read stories of great floods from the ancient babylonians hebrews chinese
and mayans tales of apocalypse from india the norse christianity and modern
science myths of the mother goddess from native american hopi culture and
james lovelock  s  gaia  leeming has  culled  myths  from aztec  greek african
australian  aboriginal  japanese  moslem  hittite  celtic  chinese  and  persian
cultures offering one of the most wide ranging collections of what he calls the
collective dreams of humanity more important he has organized these myths
according to a number of themes comparing and contrasting how various
societies have addressed similar concerns or have told similar stories in the
section on dying gods for example both odin and jesus sacrifice themselves to
renew the world each dying on a tree such traditions he proposes may have
their roots in societies of the distant past which would ritually sacrifice their
kings to renew the tribe in the world of myth david leeming takes us on a
journey not through a maze of falsehood but through a marvellous world of
metaphor metaphor for the story of the relationship between the known and
the unknown both around us and within us fantastic tragic bizarre sometimes
funny  the  myths  he  presents  speak  of  the  most  fundamental  human
experience a part of what joseph campbell called the wonderful song of the
soul s high adventure

an in depth look into the foundations of mysticism and alchemy this book
describes  both  physical  and  spiritual  aspects  of  the  various  theories  and
practices  of  transformation  with  attention  to  the  beliefs  of  buddhism
christianity  hinduism  islam  judaism  sufism  tantrism  taoism  and  yoga  the
connection between early mystical pursuits and the development of alchemy
from ancient  china india  and egypt  through moorish spain and into  latin
europe are illuminated along with the activities of early alchemists the book
which  is  heavily  illustrated  describes  the  beliefs  experiments  and  secret
messages  that  drew the believers  and dreamers  of  the world  together  in
search of wealth and immortality

alien  life  and  human  purpose  a  rhetorical  examination  through  history
provides a rhetorical examination of the way major historical figures connect
their arguments for the absence of alien life or unity to their philosophical
religious and ethical agendas although the unity myth has often existed in the
background of society shaping institutions and values during periods where
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relativism gained prominence its opponents actively wielded the unity myth as
a response plato used the unity myth against the sophists anglican theologian
and  philosopher  william  whewell  against  the  utilitarians  co  discoverer  of
evolution  alfred  russell  wallace  against  the  social  darwinists  university
professors frank j  tipler and john d barrow against the postmodernists etc
these individuals presented scientific defenses of unity and then used the fact
of unity to claim the universe is teleological knowable and ordered rather than
chaotic  and relativistic  this  book argues that  unity  and its  complimentary
mythic function have played an important role in shaping values throughout
history and more importantly continue to do so today

quantum mythology how physics shapes our myths and legends explores the
intriguing  connections  between  quantum  mechanics  and  ancient  myths
suggesting  that  many  legends  may  have  been  early  interpretations  of
phenomena now understood through quantum principles bridging the gap
between science and mythology the driving idea behind the book quantum
mythology  how  physics  shapes  our  myths  and  legends  is  to  explore  the
intricate interplay between mythology and quantum theory the book aims to
demonstrate  how  ancient  wisdom  and  modern  quantum  concepts  are
interconnected presenting a narrative that  intertwines human imagination
with the realities of quantum mechanics by examining phenomena such as
wave particle  duality  entanglement and superposition through the lens of
mythology and mysticism the book seeks to offer a profound understanding of
how physics shapes our myths and legends and to reframe our perception of
nature  and  reality  key  takeaways  the  concept  of  quantum  mythology
integrates  ancient  myths with quantum mechanics  to  reveal  fundamental
truths about existence quantum mechanics phenomena such as superposition
entanglement  and  wave  particle  duality  mirror  themes  found  in  global
mythologies  ancient  myths  often  depicted  cosmic  creat ion
interconnectedness and non locality which resonate with modern quantum
theories  the  interdisciplinary  approach  fosters  a  holistic  understanding  of
reality blending empirical science with symbolic mythological interpretations
the integration of quantum principles with mythology prompts a reevaluation
of  time  space  consciousness  and  reality  itself  this  synthesis  has  practical
implications for technology such as quantum computing and communication
as  well  as  cultural  and  ethical  considerations  preserving  and  revitalizing
ancient myths through the lens of quantum mechanics can promote cultural
appreciation and global unity

1 now mankind is fighting against the corona virus everyday a lot of people are
dying dead and suffering by the corona virus circulating the world heavier
suffering and burden are given to the economical weak this is a very serious
problem to be solved soon however it is only a small tip of big problem we are
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facing today the more serious and hard to solve problem like gordian knot is
the environmental  problems of  earth revealing the symptoms such as the
marine pollution destruction of forest desertification climatic change and so on
accelerated  by  the  financial  capitalism  and  tribal  egoism  as  philosopher
nietzsche  said  mankind  becomes  the  disease  of  earth  at  this  rate  homo
sapiens will disappear before the great flower of earth democracy begins to
bloom  this  terrible  result  is  the  product  of  ego  centric  small  reason
dichotomous reason namely instrumental reason such selfish exclusive reason
constructs the vertical system of knowledge vertical relationship of possession
and vertical ruling relationship at any cost we can not avoid greed opposition
deception distrust conflict violence and war it is because the self is the genius
of the lie and deception so confabulates endlessly to justify and rationalize
himself or herself in order to maximize his or her benefits and pleasures we can
not avoid the conflict between two monadic selves conflict between two logoi
conflict between two benefits and conflict between two justifications so we
can make a long list of cases of tragedic violences and wars caused by the
political leaders who was just a greedy liar swindler intellectual dwarf and sly
hypocrite however the direction and way for the collective intelligence are
clear and distinct it is inevitable to solve the pains of mankind and all living
bodies of earth 2 the collective intelligence of mankind has explored and tried
to discover  the ultimate truth and to  actualize  the democracy incessantly
science and philosophy are the tracks of hard fighting of brave men in order to
make the good world where the universal  truth is  alive in the justice and
democracy the collective intelligence of mankind has achieved the incessant
progress  through  the  copernican  changes  in  scientific  truth  science  has
escalated the status of human beings continuously in the universe all human
beings are equal  extremely precious and solemn being allowed to parody
wittgenstein now it  is  time to keep silent  about the affairs  which are not
coincident with the truth of science in order to keep the infinite value and
dignity of human beings it is because the substantialization of false concepts
allows all kinds of liars and swindlers to win the games pleasantly while justice
keeps silent and human happy life and peace of earth are destroyed in the
white  screamings contemporary  great  philosopher  deleuze overturns  such
false concepts decisively and opens new metaphysics and ethics based on the
contemporary sciences deleuze s philosophy of multiplicity and event is very
close to buddha s philosophy of dharma and middle way which is also very
scientific and practical middle way is the ultimate truth and it is the single
unique solution to solve the problem of earth ultimately it is time we need to
pay attention seriously on deleuze and buddha if we wish to live in justice
democray  freedom peace and happiness  3  this  book compares  the  same
points and different points with selected several keywords in the epistemology
ontology and practical theory between deleuze and buddhism both will go
forward together for  the democracy peace and happiness of  earth michel
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foucault predicted that the 20th century will be considered as that of deleuze
which will never be a joke or an exaggeration we can enter into the buddhism
and come out of deleuze and vise versa

extensive anthropological ethnographic linguistic archaeological and historical
work on the indians of the north central and south americas and in north
america as far east as the mississippi valley

the arthurian legends are a crucial part of western culture with their enduring
themes archetypal characters and complex plots it is not surprising that the
stories of camelot should find their way into films and television programs
from the moody excalibur to the looney knighty knight bugs more than 250
entries give complete credits synopses and analyses included are works based
solely on arthur and his literary origins and works that feature other figures like
galahad percival and the operatic favorites tristan and isolde also included are
animated films parodies like monty python s films like indiana jones and the
last  crusade  with  arthurian  themes  and  television  series  with  arthurian
episodes  such  as  babylon  5  and  macgyver  operatic  and  dramatic  works
recorded for  film and television  like  camelot  are  also  covered appendices
bibliography and index
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