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existentialism is not merely a philosophical doctrine but a living breathing
confrontation with what it means to be human it is a call to face the raw realities of
existence freedom responsibility anxiety alienation and ultimately death without
retreating into comforting illusions this book is born out of that call to explore
unpack and wrestle with the core ideas of existentialist thought not from the
distance of academic abstraction but from within the very questions that define our
lives the existentialist tradition is broad diverse and sometimes internally
contradictory it includes thinkers as different in style and emphasis as sgren
kierkegaard friedrich nietzsche jean paul sartre simone de beauvoir albert camus
martin heidegger and maurice merleau ponty some rooted their reflections in
theology others were staunch atheists some spoke of absurdity others of
transcendence but what unites them is a shared concern the centrality of individual
existence in an often indifferent or unknowable universe existentialism arose in a
modern world disoriented by the collapse of traditional values the disintegration of
religious authority the trauma of war and the alienation of industrial society it gave
voice to a generation asking not what should i believe but how should i live and who
am i when all the roles and certainties fall away these are not questions with
definitive answers they are lived questions answers are provisional contingent and
must be earned through experience not received by doctrine this book does not
pretend to provide the final word on existentialism instead it aims to guide readers
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through its major themes and figures to offer a map for navigating its often
challenging terrain from kierkegaard s leap of faith and nietzsche s proclamation of
the death of god to sartre s radical freedom and camus s myth of sisyphus we wiill
examine how existentialists have approached the problem of meaning in a world
where meaning is not given existentialism is sometimes caricatured as dark nihilistic
or pessimistic certainly it does not flinch from despair but at its heart existentialism
is profoundly liberating it tells us that though we are thrown into a world not of our
choosing we are not defined by our circumstances we are free and with that
freedom comes the burden and the beauty of shaping a life that is authentically our
own in this sense existentialism is not a philosophy of defeat but one of courage as
you read you may find that existentialism doesn t offer comfort but it does offer
clarity it asks you to look honestly at yourself and your condition to resist the
seductions of evasion and bad faith and to take responsibility for the shape of your
life that is its enduring power and its enduring challenge whether you are
encountering these ideas for the first time or returning to them with new eyes i
invite you to read this book not only with the intellect but with the whole of your
being existentialism is not just something to be studied it is something to be lived

existentialism an introduction provides an accessible and scholarly introduction to
the core ideas of the existentialist tradition kevin aho draws on a wide range of
existentialist thinkers in chapters centering on the key themes of freedom being in
the world alienation nihilism anxiety and authenticity he also addresses important
but often overlooked issues in the canon of existentialism with discussions devoted
to the role of embodiment the movement s contribution to ethics politics and
environmental and comparative philosophies as well as its influence on
contemporary psychiatry and psychotherapy the enduring relevance of
existentialism is shown by applying existentialist ideas to contemporary
philosophical discussions of interest to a wide audience the book covers secular
thinkers such as heidegger merleau ponty nietzsche sartre camus and beauvoir as
well as religious authors such as buber dostoevsky marcel and kierkegaard in this
engaging and accessible text aho shows why existentialism cannot be easily
dismissed as a moribund or outdated movement in the aftermath of god s death
existentialist philosophy engages questions with lasting philosophical significance
questions such as who am i and how should i live by showing how existentialism
offers insight into what it means to be human the author illuminates existentialism s
enduring value existentialism an introduction provides the ideal introduction for
upper level students and anyone interested in knowing more about one of the most
vibrant and important areas of philosophy today

jean paul sartre a towering figure in 20th century philosophy is perhaps best known
for his development of existentialism a school of thought that emphasizes individual
freedom choice and the creation of meaning in an otherwise indifferent universe
sartre s philosophy arises from the existentialist tradition but distinguishes itself
through its rigorous approach to human freedom and responsibility at the heart of
sartre s thought is the idea that human beings are condemned to be free burdened
with the constant task of making choices without any external justification or
predetermined essence born in paris in 1905 sartre s intellectual journey was shaped
by early encounters with phenomenology and existential philosophy especially
through the works of edmund husserl and martin heidegger however it was his
engagement with phenomenology along with his studies in literature and politics
that laid the groundwork for his later ideas sartre s major philosophical work being
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and nothingness 1943 is considered one of the central texts of existentialist thought
where he explores the nature of existence consciousness and freedom in profound
detail sartre s existentialism diverges from traditional metaphysical perspectives by
rejecting the notion of an intrinsic human nature or essence for sartre existence
precedes essence meaning that individuals are not born with any predefined
purpose or identity instead they must create their essence through their actions and
choices this concept places the responsibility for defining oneself squarely on the
individual leading to sartre s famous assertion that man is nothing else but what he
makes of himself

there are already many excellent books on existentialism some of them deal with
particular problem or particular existentialist writers most of those that deal with
existentialism as a whole divide their subject matter according to authors
presenting chapters on kierkegaard heidegger sartre and the rest thus i think that
there is room for the present book which attempts a comprehensive examination
and evaluation of existentialism but does so by thematic treatment that is to say
each chapter deals with a major theme of existentialist philosophy and these
themes are arranged in the order of the existential dialect of course each chapter is
illustrated with material from the writings of existentialists from kierkegaard to
camus

existentialism is often studied by students with little or no background in philosophy
either as an introduction to the idea of studying philosophy or as part of a literary
course although it is often an attractive topic for students interested in thinking
about questions of self or being it also requires them to study difficult thinkers and
texts this guide for the perplexed begins with the question of what is existentialism
and then moves on to provide a brief analysis of the key thinkers writers and texts
both philosophical and literary central to existentialism chapters focus particularly
on kierkegaard heidegger sartre and camus but also discuss other philosophers and
writers such as nietzsche dostoevsky and kafka the second section of the guide
introduces key topics associated with existentialist thought self consciousness the
question of god and commitment each chapter explains the concepts and debates
and provides guidance on reading and analysing the philosophical and literary texts
addressed focusing throughout on clarifying the areas students find most difficult

existentialism is the philosophy of human existence which flourished first in
germany in the 1920s and 1930s and then in france in the decade following the end
of world war ii the operative meaning of existentialism here is thus broader than it
was circa 1945 when the term first gained currency in france as a label for the
philosophy of jean paul sartre however it is considerably less broad than the view
proposed by commentators in the 1950s and 1960s who in an attempt to overcome
sartre s hegemony discovered the seeds of existentialism far and wide in
shakespeare saint augustine and the old testament prophets in this dictionary
existentialism is understood as a decidedly 20th century phenomenon though with
roots in the 19th century effort has been made to understand the philosophy of
existentialism as all philosophies should be understood as part of an ongoing
intellectual tradition an evolving history of problems concepts and arguments the a
to z of existentialism explains the central claims of existentialist philosophy and the
contexts in which it developed into one of the most influential intellectual trends of
the 20th century this is done through a chronology an introductory essay a
bibliography and more than 300 cross referenced dictionary entries offering clear
accessible accounts of the life and thought of major existentialists like jean paul
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sartre martin heidegger martin buber karl jaspers gabriel marcel simone de
beauvoir albert camus and maurice merleau ponty as well as thinkers influential to
its development such as wilhelm dilthey henri bergson edmund husserl and max
scheler this book affords readers an integrated critical and historically sensitive
understanding of this important philosophical movement

this book presents a new english translation of two seminal works by jean paul sartre
the most dominant european intellectual of the post world war ii decades the
volume includes sartre s 1945 |lecture existentialism is a humanism and his analysis
of camus s the stranger along with a discussion of these works by acclaimed sartre
biographer annie cohen solal this edition is a translation of the 1996 french edition
which includes arlette elkaim sartre s introduction and a g a with sartre about his
lecture in her foreword intended for an american audience acclaimed sartre
biographer annie cohen solal offers an assessment of both works it was to correct
common misconceptions about his thought that sartre accepted an invitation to
speak on october 29 1945 at the club maintenant in paris the unstated objective of
his lecture existentialism is a humanism was to expound his philosophy as a form of
existentialism a term much bandied about at the time sartre asserted that
existentialism was essentially a doctrine for philosophers though ironically he was
about to make it accessible to a general audience the published text of his lecture
quickly became one of the bibles of existentialism and made sartre an international
celebrity the idea of freedom occupies the center of sartre s doctrine man born into
an empty godless universe is nothing to begin with he creates his essence his self his
being through the choices he freely makes existence precedes essence were it not
for the contingency of his death he would never end choosing to be this or that is to
affirm the value of what we choose in choosing therefore we commit not only
ourselves but all of mankind

includes sections on kierkegaard heidegger and sartre

provides a clear introduction to the difficult topic of existentialism and offers
suggestions for its relevance today

click for larger cover scan humanistic existentialism the literature of possibility paper
1959 x 419 cip lc 59 11732 isbn 0 8032 5229 3 price 29 95 university of nebraska press
this study in humanistic existentialism is highly informative as well as entertaining it
is a scholarly detailed analysis of the literary art the philosophical ideas and the
psychologies of albert camus jean paul sartre and simone de beauvoir it is also a
competent effort to explain the positive implications for the theory of freedom and
possibility which lie half buried under this literature of nothingness alienation and
absurdity miss barnes makes thoroughly enjoyable reading of a subject matter
which might have seemed forbidding herbert w schneider journal of philosophy
recommended unqualifiedly as the most thorough and reliable exposition of the
works of sartre camus and de beauvoir to have appeared in this country willard
colston chicago sun times those who want a real understanding of existentialism
instead of the usual superficial generalizations are certain to gain it from this book
walter kaufmann the american scholar the book captures much of the forlorn dark
grandeur of the existentialist vision of the human condition yale review the
philosophy of sartre is presented accurately and with rare elegance and simplicity
the section on psychoanalysis compares sartre to freud then to horney and fromm
then to the phenomenologists the treatment is fair minded and careful robert
champigny | esprit crateur
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richard appignanesi goes on a personal quest of existentialism in its original state he
begins with camus question of suicide must life have a meaning to be lived is
absurdity at the heart of existentialism or is sartre right is existentialism the least
scandalous most technically austere of all teachings this brilliant graphic guide
explores existentialism in a unique comic book style

what is existence what is philosophy what does it mean to be human can existence
be justified what is mental illness in existential terms what role does power play in
the existential concept of freedom what is reality existentialism an introduction is a
unigue and contemporary textbook that goes beyond the traditional treatment of
this important philosophical movement the textbook starts by introducing the
reader to key themes and then moves on to discuss specific debates in the field
lewis gordon aims to offer a diverse understanding of existential thought from
throughout history by discussing developments and debates in europe africa asia
and the americas key movements examined include existential pragmatism
existential feminism africana and black existentialism existential marxism
conservatism liberalism hermeneutical existentialismm queer theory with lively
examples chapter summaries and further reading throughout this outstanding
textbook equips the reader with a thorough knowledge of existentialism ideal for
students approaching the subject for the first time

the bloomsbury companion to existentialism is the definitive guide to this key area
of modern european philosophy now available in paperback the book covers the
fundamental questions asked by existentialism providing valuable guidance for
students and researchers to some of the many important and enduring
contributions of existentialist thinkers chapters from an international team of
experts explore existentialism s relationship to philosophical method ontology
politics psychoanalysis ethics religion literature emotion feminism and sexuality
emotions authenticity and the self its significance in latin american culture and its
contribution to the development of post structuralism and cognitive science in
addition five short chapters summarize the status of canonical figures kierkegaard
nietzsche heidegger sartre and de beauvoir delineating the historical approach to
their work while pointing to new directions contemporary research is now taking
featuring a series of indispensable research tools such as an a to z glossary a timeline
of key events texts and thinkers in existentialism a list of resources and an annotated
guide to further reading this companion is an essential resource to help the new
reader navigate through the heart of existentialismm and modern european
philosophy

existentialism a simplified guide for everyone provides a clear and engaging
exploration of one of the most influential philosophical movements offering readers
an accessible entry point into existentialist thought this book thoughtfully unpacks
the complexities surrounding the fundamental questions of human existence
freedom and responsibility by examining the works of key philosophers like
kierkegaard nietzsche sartre and camus it elucidates core concepts such as
existence precedes essence personal authenticity and embracing the absurd
highlighting their significant contributions to contemporary philosophical discourse
with a structured approach each chapter delves into existentialism s core themes
addressing its application and relevance in the modern world the book also
navigates through existentialist influence in literature and art critiques and common
misunderstandings offering a balanced view of the philosophy s enduring impact
and evolution existentialism a simplified guide for everyone is designed not just to
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inform but to inspire readers to reflect on their own lives with a new perspective
emphasizing personal empowerment and authentic living amidst life s inherent
uncertainties

essays bibliography p 423 431

christian philosopher kreeft philosophy boston college uses an imaginary dialogue
between socrates and sartre to challenge the fundamental concepts of existentialist
philosophy the conversational style and non technical language he employs serves
to make the concepts discussed accessible to both students and general readers
kreeft is also the
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