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the fourth edition of the volume previously entitled jan read s guide to the wines of
spain the wines spirits and liqueurs are organized regionally and prices and
selected producers are profiled tips on places to stay and food are also given

wine lovers everywhere are starting to realize what the pros have known for some
time spain delivers some of the world s highest quality wines for the money the big
question many consumers have though is where to start in their spanish wine
journey decoding spanish wine a beginner s guide to the high value world class
wines of spain cuts through the jargon and complexities to present the grapes
regions and culture of spain in a concise approachable format that will have
beginning and middle stage wine consumers on their way to becoming spanish
wine pros learn about the different types of grapes used in spanish wines along
with the classifications listed on the bottle understand the main regions producing
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wine and how their culture and methods differ so you can better find wines that
suit your tastes discover how you can visit a wine shop or restaurant and uncover
some of the best bargains most importantly have fun while you re doing it
broadening your wine horizons doesn t have to involve bulling your way through a
dense collection of mindnumbing facts written in an entertaining easy to digest
fashion decoding spanish wine includes the core info you need to get started on
your journey to enjoying a new world of exciting high value wine from one of the
planet s greatest wine producing countries

the transformation of the spanish wine industry over the last 20 years has been
astonishing from a state of very considerable decay it has re invented itself with
great vigour and style four decades ago such reputation as the wines of spain had
rested on the declining quality of sherry and the occasional majestic rioja towering
above the surrounding sea of mediocre oxidised table wines how things have
changed exclaims julian jeffs in the introduction to his valuable the wines of spain
the latest addition to faber and faber s series of wine books over the course of two
years jeffs put in a great deal of intensive research in spain travelling the length
and breadth of the country visiting growers and tasting their wines the effort has
paid off in a wealth of engrossing detail the volume is organised into sections
dealing with the main provinces or geographical regions aragon catalunya
andalucia and so on then within those by the individual denominacion de origen
do within each do the leading or most interesting bodegas are profiled allowing
jeffs to build up a cumulative portrait of the regional characters especially
evocative are the portions of the book dealing with the ancient and distinguished
sherry houses in andalucia many of them of course founded in the 18th or 19th
centuries by british or irish merchants the account of the great bodegas vega
sicilia in castilla is emblematic of the progress of the entire spanish wine industry
producing some of the world s finest wine up to the 1920s it fell into poor practices
and the quality and reliability of the wine suffered badly under the modernising
current owners the wine has regained its former reputation according to julian
jeffs vega sicilia is on a wagnerian scale with all that master s subtlety and
complexity robin davidson this text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition
of this title

introduction brief history of spanish winemaking from the phoenicians to the
present highlighting the importance of wine in spanish culture and economy
importance of spain on the world wine scene position among the largest
producers and its influence on global wine production the influence of climate on
the characteristics of spanish wines mediterranean climate hot and dry summers
mild winters and maritime influence and its influence on the vine s vegetative cycle
aond grape maturation the importance of solar radiation it influences the
concentration of sugar and aromas in grapes spanish grapes a national treasure
tempranillo the most cultivated red grape its unique characteristics and potential
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to produce robust and elegant red wines garnacha versatility and adaptation to
different climates production of red rosé and white wines other relevant varieties
albarino godello verdejo monastrell their characteristics and importance in
spanish production the spanish wine regions diversity and uniqueness rioja the
most famous region with red wines aged in oak barrels ribera del duero
concentrated and robust red wines based on the tempranillo grape ribera del
penedés production of sparkling wines still wines and cava priorato concentroted
and complex red wines with terraced vineyards the different winemaking
techniques used in spain traditional winemaking classic methods of pressing
fermentation and aging modern winemaking use of innovative technologies such
as fermentation in stainless steel tanks and temperature control the importance of
history and culture in spanish wine production the history of spanish winemaking
from the phoenicians to the present highlighting the main milestones and
influences the importance of traditions terraced vineyards artisanal winemaking
and wine culture in the lives of spaniards the main associations and institutions of
the spanish wine sector advice regulator bodies responsible for controlling and
guaranteeing the quality of wines from each designation of origin plataforma
espanola del vino association that brings together the main players in the spanish
wine sector the spanish wine market in brazil and the world the image of spanish
wines on the international market challenges and opportunities the brazilian
market consumption of spanish wines consumer preferences and growth potential
the classification of spanish wines name of origin do wines with a defined
geographical origin and specific characteristics protected geographical
indication pgi wines with a broader geographic origin and less restricted
characteristics wine styles and sweetness red wines profile pairing with cuisine and
aging potential white wines profile pairing with cuisine and aging potential rosé
wines profile consumption occasions and pairing sweet wines production styles
and pairing with specific dishes pairing spanish wines tempranillo pairing with red
meats cured cheeses and traditional spanish dishes albarifio pairing with seafood
fish and light dishes the future of spanish wines new trends and challenges the
search for more expressive and complex wines sustainability and wine tourism the
role of new generations of producers conclusion spain as a producer of high
quality and diverse wines

required reading for wine lovers and the most comprehensive source of
information available about spanish wines both for the committed connoisseur
and the novice wine lover these are exciting times to be studying and drinking
spanish wines and the country now maokes as many different styles of wine as any
country with the best able to hold their own in any company contains a complete
survey of all spain s wine regions including information about the grapes used
bodegas and recommended wines

between vineyards and traditions discovering the wines of spain is a work that

3 The Wines Of Spain And Portugal



The Wines Of Spain And Portugal

invites readers to embark on a sensory journey through spain s diverse and rich
oenological palette this book is not just a guide to spanish wines it is a tribute to
the deep connection between land tradition and innovation that defines viticulture
in this country through its pages readers will explore the most iconic wine regions
from the rolling hills of rioja to the rugged terraces of priorat discovering the
secrets behind each bottle with a focus on the experience of wine as a cultural and
sensory expression this book unfolds a mosaic of stories ancestral techniques and
the latest innovations that make spanish wines some of the most prized worldwide
a sensory journey through spain s enological wealth not only offers insights into
wine selection and tasting but also immerses the reader in the art of wine pairing
wine festivals and the growing trend of wine tourism showing how wine is
intertwined with spain s gastronomy culture and economy

wines of spain covers everything a wine enthusiast needs to know about the wine
regions of spain and their producers in the introductory section the anatomy of
spanish wine is explained alongside information on the laws and labels
demystifying the large range of official seals and wording found on spanish wine
labels also provided are helpful tips for visitors when ordering wines and other
drinks in spain

o concise easy to read book with information of all the wine producing areas in
spain including description of the various origin denominations grapes production
surface and much more

the new spain brings the reader up to date with spain s fast changing wine scene
the draomatic leap in quality in the vineyards of spain in recent years maokes this a
timely examination of the country s wines the new spain offers a region by region
tour ranging from classics such as rioja and sherry to relative newcomers such as
ribera del duero and navarra includes a guide to vineyard classification grapes
soil climate and winemaking processes

spain is europe s most exciting wine producer saraoh jane evans a leading authority
on the wines of spain analyses the main regions galicia asturias and cantabria
castilla y ledn ribera del duero rioja navarra and aragdén including profiles of the
most interesting producers and their distinctive wines although rightly fomed for
the wines of rioja the north of spain has even more to offer the wine adventurer
criss crossed by rivers its landscape ranges from the dramatic pyrenees in the
north east to the low inlets of the atlantic coast in the west growers and consumers
can enjoy a diversity of terroirs and an exciting array of native varieties this
introduction to the wines of northern spain explores the changes starting in the
west where the wineries of galicia from rias baixas to valdeorras have multiplied
while bierzo is building a reputation for aromatic refreshing reds and castilla y
ledn is home to a growing number of individual top quality producers traveling
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east the success of ribera del duero has attracted investors from outside the
region all eager to gain a share of the limelight while aragdn is busy building an
international reputation for its venerable bush vine garnachas across the country
a new generation is joining established producers in a remarkable blossoming of
fine wines extensive producer profiles and established and well known estates
mingle on the page with newer maokers and small producers to provide a
thoroughly up to date and indispensable reference for all wine enthusiasts keen to
explore this region whether in person or from a favourite armchair the wines of
northern spain is essential reading
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