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a classic of 20th century fiction the berlin stories inspired the broadway musical and
oscar  winning  film  cabaret  first  published  in  the  1930s  the  berlin  stories  contains
two astonishing related novels the last of mr norris and goodbye to berlin which are
recognized  today  as  classics  of  modern  fiction  isherwood  magnificently  captures
1931 berlin charming with its avenues and cafés marvelously grotesque with its
nightlife and dreamers dangerous with its vice and intrigue powerful and seedy with
its mobs and millionaires this is the period when hitler was beginning his move to
power the berlin stories is inhabited by a wealth of characters the unforgettable
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sally  bowles whose misadventures in  the demimonde were popularized on the
american stage and screen by julie harris in i am a camera and liza minnelli in
cabaret mr norris the improbable old debauchee mysteriously caught between the
nazis and the communists plump fräulein schroeder who thinks an operation to
reduce  the  scale  of  her  büste  might  relieve  her  heart  palpitations  and  the
distinguished and doomed jewish family the landauers

the sally bowles character was the subject of a play i am a camera and a musical
cabaret

schneider  s  characters  like  kundera  s  are  sentient  and  sophisticated  figures  at  a
time when the constraints of communist rule persist but its energy has entirely
vanished richard eder los angeles times book review when the berlin wall was still
the most tangible representation of the cold war peter schneider made this political
and ideological symbol into something personal that could be perceived on a human
level from more than one side in schneider s berlin real people cross the wall not to
defect but to quarrel with their lovers see hollywood movies and sometimes just
because they can t help themselves the wall has divided their emotions as much as
it has their country an honest rich book it is one those rare books that come back at
odd moments to intrude on your comfortable conclusions and easy images robert
houston nation copyright libri gmbh all rights reserved

a new york review books original in 1905 the young swiss writer robert walser
arrived in  berlin  to  join  his  older  brother  karl  already an  important  stage set
designer and immediately threw himself into the vibrant social and cultural life of
the  city  berlin  stories  collects  his  alternately  celebratory  droll  and  satirical
observations  on every  aspect  of  the bustling german capital  from its  theaters
cabarets painters galleries and literary salons to the metropolitan street markets
the tiergarten rapid service restaurants and the electric tram originally appearing in
literary magazines as well as the feuilleton sections of newspapers the early stories
are characterized by a joyous urgency and the generosity of an unconventional
guide later pieces take the form of more personal reflections on the writing process
memories  and  character  studies  all  are  full  of  counter  intuitive  images  and
vignettes of startling clarity showcasing a unique talent for whom no detail was
trivial at grips with a city diving headlong into modernity

epic prelude to the classic spy trilogy game set and match that follows the fortunes
of a german dynasty during two world wars

berlin tales is a collection of seventeen translated stories associated with berlin the
book provides a unique insight into the mind of this fascinating city through the
eyes of its story tellers nearly twenty years after the fall of the berlin wall the
stories collected here reflect on the city s fascinating recent history setting out with
the  early  twentieth  century  berlin  of  siegfried  kracauer  and  alfred  döblin  and
culminating in an excellent selection of stories from the best of the new voices in
the current boom in german fiction they are chosen for their conscious exploration
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of the city s image meaning and attraction to immigrants and tourists as well as
berliners from both sides of  the wall  these stories also depict  berlin s  distinct
districts not just the differences between east and west but also iconic sites such as
alexanderplatz  individual  neighbourhoods  jewish  mitte  turkish  kreuzberg  and
individual streets there is an introduction and notes to accompany the stories and a
selection of further reading each story is illustrated with a striking photograph and
there is a map of berlin and its transport system a frequent motif  there is an
introduction and notes to accompany the stories and a selection of further reading
the book will appeal to people who love travelling or are armchair travellers as
much as to those who love berlin
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