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from civil rights to free love jfk to lsd woodstock to the moonwalk the sixties was a time of change political

unrest and radical experiments in the arts sexuality and personal identity in this anthology of more than one

hundred selections of essays poetry and fiction by some of america s most gifted writers ann charters sketches

the unfolding of this most turbulent decade the portable sixties reader is organized into thematic chapters from

the civil rights movement to the anti vietnam movement the free speech movement the counterculture movement

drugs and the movement into inner space the beats and other fringe literary movements the black arts movement

the women s movement and the environmental movement the concluding chapter elegies for the sixties offers

tributes to ten figures whose lives and deaths captured the spirit of the decade contributors include edward abbey

sherman alexie james baldwin richard brautigan lenny bruce charles bukowski william burroughs jim carroll rachel

carson carlos castenada bob dylan betty friedan nikki giovanni michael herr abbie hoffman robert hunter ken kesey

martin luther king jr timothy leary denise levertov norman mailer malcolm x country joe mcdonald kate millet tim o

brien sylvia plath susan sontag gloria steinem hunter s thompson calvin trillin alice walker eudora welty and more

for more than seventy years penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the english speaking

world with more than 1 700 titles penguin classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout

history and across genres and disciplines readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by

introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors as well as up to date translations by

award winning translators

excerpts from writings of the period plus thumbnail sketches of key figures highlight this account

david burner s panoramic history of the 1960s conveys the ferocity of debate and the testing of visionary hopes

that still require us to make sense of the decade he begins with the civil rights and black power movements and

then turns to nuanced descriptions of kennedy and the cold war the counterculture and its antecedents in the beat
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generation the student rebellion the poverty wars and the liberals war in vietnam as he considers each topic

burner advances a provocative argument about how liberalism self destructed in the 1960s in his view the civil

rights movement took a wrong turn as it gradually came to emphasize the identity politics of race and ethnicity at

the expense of the vastly more important politics of class and distribution of wealth the expansion of the vietnam

war did force radicals to confront the most terrible mistake of american liberalism but that they also turned against

the social goals of the new deal was destructive to all concerned liberals seemed to rule in politics and in the

media burner points out yet they failed to make adequate use of their power to advance the purposes that both

liberalism and the left endorsed and forces for social amelioration splintered into pairs of enemies such as

integrationists and black separatists the social left and mainline liberalism and advocates of peace and supporters

of a totalitarian hanoi making peace with the 60s will fascinate baby boomers and their elders who either joined

denounced or tried to ignore the counterculture it will also inform a broad audience of younger people about the

famous political and literary figures of the time the salient moments and above all the powerful ideas that

spawned events from the civil rights era to the vietnam war finally it will help to explain why americans failed to

make full use of the energies unleashed by one of the most remarkable decades of our history

when did maturity become the ultimate taboo men have gone from idolizing cary grant to aping hugh grant

shunning marriage and responsibility well into their twenties and thirties gary cross renowned cultural historian

identifies the boy man and his habits examining the attitudes and practices of three generations to make sense of

this gradual but profound shift in american masculinity cross matches the rise of the american boy man to trends

in twentieth century advertising popular culture and consumerism and he locates the roots of our present crisis in

the vague call for a new model of leadership that ultimately failed to offer a better concept of maturity

in the 1960s and 1970s a popular diagnosis for america s problems was that society was becoming a madhouse
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in this intellectual and cultural history michael e staub examines a time when many believed insanity was a sane

reaction to obscene social conditions psychiatrists were agents of repression asylums were gulags for society s

undesirables and mental illness was a concept with no medical basis madness is civilization explores the general

consensus that societal ills from dysfunctional marriage and family dynamics to the vietnam war racism and

sexism were at the root of mental illness staub chronicles the surge in influence of socially attuned psychodynamic

theories along with the rise of radical therapy and psychiatric survivors movements he shows how the theories of

antipsychiatry held unprecedented sway over an enormous range of medical social and political debates until a

bruising backlash against these theories part of the reaction to the perceived excesses and self absorptions of the

1960s effectively distorted them into caricatures throughout staub reveals that at stake in these debates of

psychiatry and politics was nothing less than how to think about the institution of the family the nature of the self

and the prospects for and limits of social change the first study to describe how social diagnostic thinking

emerged madness is civilization casts new light on the politics of the postwar era

a collection of primary source documents from the year 1960 highlighting the nation s struggle with segregation

censorship civil rights and the burgeoning cold war

presents opposing viewpoints on events of the 1960s including the vietnam war social rebellion the civil rights

movement and the women s liberation movement

the second edition of takin it to the streets revises the comprehensive collection of primary documents of the

1960s that  has become the leading reader  on the era adopted nationwide this  anthology brings together

representative writings many of which have been unavailable for years or have never been reprinted drawn from

mainstream sources little known sixties periodicals pamphlets public speeches and personal voices the selections
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range from the port huron statement and the now bill of rights to speeches by malcolm x richard nixon and ronald

reagan to private letters from civil rights workers and vietnam soldiers introductions and headnotes by the editors

highlight the importance of particular documents relating them to each other and placing them within the broader

context of the decade particular attention is paid to civil rights black power the counterculture the women s

movement anti war activity and gay and lesbian struggles as well as the conservative current that ran counter to

more typical sixties movements for this revised edition the editors have added nearly thirty selections including

new readings on religion the drug culture the sexual revolution gay rights conservatism and the vietnam war

experience covering an extremely popular period of history takin it to the streets remains the most accessible and

authoritative reader on an extraordinary decade one unlike america had seen before or has experienced since

even at the start of the new millennium the american sixties continue to fascinate many scholars as one of the

pivotal decades of the 20th century during those years the united states seemed to be strifing for new frontiers at

home and abroad driven by a generation of eager and idealistic young americans civil rights women s liberation

pop art flower power postmodernism woodstock the landing on the moon everything seemed possible but the

decade that had begun with the hopeful words of president john f kennedy and martin luther king jr ended with

the bloody nightmare of the vietnam war summers of violence in northern black ghettos and a rising tide of

conservatism to explore some of these contradictions this collection of essays takes a fresh look at american s

most turbulent years from a multidisciplinary perspective dealing with the arts and media literature and society as

well as history and politics the contributions offer a broad approach to a contemporary understanding of the

sixties and their legacy

offers a detailed cultural history of weddings in america from 1945 to 2000 exploring the political social economic

and demographic events that influenced the traditions and cost associated with weddings in the post war years



The Sixties Reader

6 The Sixties Reader

among the most significant subcultures in modern u s history the hippies had a far reaching impact their influence

essentially defined the 1960s hippie antifashion divergent music dropout politics and make love not war philosophy

extended to virtually every corner of the world and remains influential the political and cultural institutions that the

hippies challenged or abandoned mainly prevailed yet the nonviolent egalitarian hippie principles led an era of civic

protest that brought an end to the vietnam war their enduring impact was the creation of a 1960s frame of

reference among millions of baby boomers whose attitudes and aspirations continue to reflect the hip ethos of

their youth

the 1960s were a particularly turbulent period and the events of those years continue to interest and influence

american society this bibliography records and documents the most significant happenings of that decade the

volume spans the years between 1960 and the resignation of president nixon in 1974 it includes citations for more

than 1300 books related to that period some of the books were written during the 1960s and directly influenced

people of that time others were written afterward and analyze and interpret the events of the decade the entries

are arranged in topical chapters and each citation is accompanied by a descriptive and evaluative annotation the

volume begins with an introduction that overviews and discusses the major events and trends of the time the 17

topical chapters that follow treat virtually every aspect of life in the 1960s the first few chapters include general

works on the underlying social political and economic conditions that served to define the decade other chapters

discuss works on the presidencies social protests the impact of the vietnam war the cultural revolution and trends

in art music literature and religion the bibliography concludes with author title and subject indexes that add to its

value as a reference tool

this study looks at america in the 60s from the perspective of the new leftists liberals and conservatives the

author addresses the civil rights movement vietnam and the women s movement as well as some of the more
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memorable events

knott observes that thomas jefferson and his followers and later andrew jackson and his adherents tended to view

hamilton and his principles as un american while his policies generated mistrust in the south and the west where

he is still seen as the founding plutocrat hamilton was revered in new england and parts of the mid atlantic states

hamilton s image as a champion of american nationalism caused his reputation to soar during the civil war at least

in the north however in the wake of gilded age excesses progressive and populist political leaders branded

hamilton as the patron saint of wall street and his reputation began to disintegrate book jacket

with the emergence of student activism in the early 1960s american youth reorganized the political conscience of a

nation by protesting against the vietnam war fighting for civil equality between the races and introducing drugs

and sexual freedom to a younger generation the counterculture movement impacts both political and social

practices in america

part of the longman topics reader series the counterculture reader provides a fascinating look at american culture

in the 60 s this brief collection of readings presents an engaging and informed overview of the counterculture

movement challenging students to understand what happened and why brief apparatus helps students read and

write more thoughtfully about the idea of counterculture and think critically about its effects on contemporary

culture longman topics are brief attractive readers on a single complex but compelling topic featuring about 30 full

length selections these volumes are generally half the size and half the cost of standard composition readers

the conventional interpretation of the 1960s emphasizes how liberal even radical the decade was it was after all

the age of mass protests against the vietnam war and social movements on behalf of civil rights and women s



The Sixties Reader

8 The Sixties Reader

rights it was also an era when the counterculture challenged many of the values and beliefs held by morally

traditional americans but a newer interpretation stresses how truly polarized the 1960s were it portrays how

radicals liberals and conservatives repeatedly clashed in ideological combat for the hearts and minds of americans

millions in the center and on the right contested the counterculture defended the vietnam war and opposed civil

rights debating the 1960s explores the decade through the arguments and controversies between radicals liberals

and conservatives the focus is on four main areas of contention social welfare civil rights foreign relations and

social order the book also examines the emergence of the new left and the modern conservative movement finally

it assesses the enduring importance of the 1960s on contemporary american politics and society combining

analytical essays and historical documents the book highlights the polarization of the decade by focusing on the

political social and cultural debates that divided the nation then and now

provides an annotated listing of recommended reading material for students in grades seven through nine
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