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philosophy of art is a textbook for undergraduate students interested in the
topic  of  philosophical  aesthetics  it  introduces  the  techniques  of  analytic
philosophy as well as key topics such as the representational theory of art
formalism neo formalism aesthetic theories of art neo wittgensteinism the
institutional theory of art as well as historical approaches to the nature of art
throughout  abstract  philosophical  theories  are illustrated by examples of
both traditional and contemporary art including frequent reference to the
avant garde in this way enriching the readers understanding of art theory as
well as the appreciation of art unique features of the textbook are chapter
summaries summaries of major theories of art and suggested analyses of the
important  categories  used  when  talking  and  thinking  of  art  annotated
suggested readings at  the ends of  chapters  also available  in  this  series
epistemology pb 0 415 13043 3 12 99 ethics pb 0 415 15625 4 11 99
metaphysics pb 0 415 14034 x 12 99 philosophy of mind pb 0 415 13060 3
11 99 philosophy of religion pb 0 415 13214 2 12 99

although creativity from plato onwards has been recognized as a topic in
philosophy it has been overshadowed by investigations of the meanings and
values of works of art in this collection of essays a distinguished roster of
philosophers of  art  redress this  trend the subjects discussed include the
nature of creativity and the process of artistic creation the role that creative
making should play in  our  understanding and evaluation of  art  relations
between concepts of creation and creativity and ideas of tradition metaphor
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genius imagination and genre this is  an important collection that will  be
eagerly  sought  by philosophers  of  art  as  well  as  theorists  in  art  history
cinema studies and literary criticism

the fourteen prominent analytic philosophers writing here engage with the
cluster of philosophical questions raised by conceptual art they address four
broad questions what kind of art is conceptual art what follows from the fact
that conceptual art does not aim to have aesthetic value what knowledge or
understanding can we gain from conceptual art how ought we to appreciate
conceptual  art  conceptual  art  broadly  understood by the contributors  as
beginning with marcel duchamp s ready mades and as continuing beyond the
1970s to include some of today s contemporary art is grounded in the notion
that the artist  s  idea is  central  to art  and contrary to tradition that the
material work is by no means essential to the art as such to use the words of
the conceptual artist sol lewitt in conceptual art the idea of the concept is the
most important aspect of the work and the execution is a perfunctory affair
given this  so called dematerialization of  the art  object  the emphasis  on
cognitive value and the frequent appeal to philosophy by many conceptual
artists there are many questions that are raised by conceptual art that should
be of interest to analytic philosophers why then has so little work been done
in  this  area  this  volume  is  most  probably  the  first  collection  of  papers  by
analytic  anglo  american  philosophers  tackling  these  concerns  head  on
contributors margaret boden diarmuid costello gregory currie david davies
peter goldie robert hopkins matthew kieran peter lamarque dominic mciver
lopes derek matravers elisabeth schellekens kathleen stock carolyn wilde and
the art language group

jerrold levinson one of the most prominent philosophers of art today presents
a new collection of essays following on from his four previous collections
music  art  and  metaphysics  1990  the  pleasures  of  aesthetics  1996
contemplating  art  2006  and  musical  concerns  2015  aesthetic  pursuits
specifically  complements  levinson  s  last  volume  musical  concerns  by
collecting recent essays not concerned with music but instead focusing on
literature  film and visual  art  while  addressing  issues  of  humour  beauty  and
the emotions the essays in aesthetic pursuits which are wide ranging will
appeal strongly to aestheticians art lovers and philosophers alike the volume
contains  seven  previously  unpublished  essays  by  levinson  in  which  the
author  critically  engages  with  notable  contemporary  contributions  to
aesthetic  theory

for over fifty years philosophers working within the broader remit of analytic
philosophy  have  developed  and  refined  a  substantial  body  of  work  in
aesthetics and the philosophy of art curating a core foundation of scholarship
which  offers  rigor  and clarity  on  matters  of  profound and perennial  interest
relating to art  and all  forms of  aesthetic  appreciation now in its  second
edition  and thoroughly  revised  aesthetics  and  the  philosophy  of  art  the
analytic  tradition  an  anthology  captures  this  legacy  in  a  comprehensive
introduction  to  the  core  philosophical  questions  and  conversations  in
aesthetics  through  57  key  essays  selected  by  leading  scholars  peter
lamarque and stein haugom olsen this anthology collects modern classics as
well  as  new  contributions  on  essential  topics  such  as  the  identification  and
ontology of art interpretation values of art art and knowledge and fiction and
the  imagination  new to  this  edition  are  selections  which  treat  aesthetic
experience more widely including essays on the aesthetics of nature and
aesthetics in everyday life other carefully chosen pieces analyze the practice
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and  experience  of  specific  art  forms  in  greater  detail  including  painting
photography  film  literature  music  and  popular  art  such  as  comics  this
bestselling collection is an essential resource for students and scholars of
aesthetics  designed to  foster  a  foundational  understanding  of  both  long
standing and contemporary topics in the field

a new edition of this bestselling introduction to aesthetics and the philosophy
of art includes new sections on digital music and environmental aesthetics all
other chapters have been thoroughly revised and updated

adapting  critical  methods  from  such  wide  ranging  fields  as  anthropology
linguistics  philosophy  biology  and  other  sciences  schapiro  appraises
fundamental  semantic  terms  such  as  organic  style  pictorial  style  field  and
vehicle and form and content he elucidates eclipsed intent in a well known
text by freud on leonardo da vinci in another by heidegger on vincent van
gogh

in the twentieth century avant garde movements have pushed the concept of
art far beyond its traditional boundaries in this dynamical process of constant
renewal the prestige of thinking about art as a legitimizing practice has come
to  the  fore  so  it  is  hardly  surprising  that  the  past  decades  have  been
characterized by a revival or even breakthrough of philosophy of art as a
discipline however the majority of  books on aesthetics fail  to combine a
systematical philosophical discourse with a real exploration of art practice
thinking art attempts to deal with this traditional shortcoming it is indeed not
only an easily accessible and systematic account of the classical modern and
postmodern theories of art but also concludes each chapter with an artist s
studio in which the practical  relevance of  the discussed theory is  amply
demonstrated by concrete examples moreover each chapter ends with a
section on further reading in which all relevant literature is discussed in detail
thinking art provides its readers with a theoretical framework that can be
used to think about art from a variety of perspectives more particularly it
shows how a fruitful cross fertilization between theory and practice can be
created  this  book  can  be  used  as  a  handbook  within  departments  of
philosophy history of art media and cultural studies cultural history and of
course within art academies though the book explores theories of art from
plato to derrida it does not presuppose any acquaintance with philosophy
from its  readers  it  can thus  be  read also  by  artists  art  critics  museum
directors and anyone interested in the meaning of art

with the sustained coherent perspective of an authored text and the diverse
authoritative views typical of an anthology philosophy of art aesthetic theory
and  practice  by  david  boersema  provides  the  context  and  commentary
students  need  to  comprehend  the  various  issues  in  philosophy  of  art
throughout the book issues are examined using the lenses of the three broad
areas  of  philosophy  metaphysics  epistemology  and  value  theory  that  is
concerns are raised about what is expressed how it is expressed and why it is
expressed chapters on the artist the audience and the artwork further break
down the discipline and are applied to the final chapters on the specific types
of art the differences between art and science as well as the relationship of
art  and  society  provide  a  refreshing  discussion  of  overlooked  areas  in
philosophy of art

this is an introduction to current key issues and debates in aesthetics and
philosophy of  art  chapters  on standard topics  are balanced by topics  of
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interest  to  today  s  students  including  creativity  authenticity  cultural
appropriation  and  te  distinction  between  popular  and  fine  art  other  topics
include  emotive  expression  definitional  strategies  and  artistic  value  major
current theories are set beside key ideas from plato aristotle immanuel kant
karl marx and georg wilhelm friedrich hegel back cover

now available in a fully revised and updated second edition this accessible
and insightful introduction outlines the central theories and ongoing debates
in the philosophy of art covers a wide range of topics including the definition
and  interpretation  of  art  the  connections  between  artistic  and  ethical
judgment and the expression and elicitation of emotions through art includes
discussion of prehistoric non western and popular mass arts extending the
philosophical  conversation  beyond  the  realm  of  fine  art  details  concrete
applications  of  complex  theoretical  concepts  poses  thought  provoking
questions and offers fully updated annotated reading lists at the end of each
chapter to encourage and enable further research

div what is it to be a work of art renowned author and critic arthur c danto
addresses this fundamental complex question part philosophical monograph
and  part  memoiristic  meditation  what  art  is  challenges  the  popular
interpretation that art is an indefinable concept instead bringing to light the
properties that constitute universal meaning danto argues that despite varied
approaches a work of art is always defined by two essential criteria meaning
and embodiment as well as one additional criterion contributed by the viewer
interpretation  danto  crafts  his  argument  in  an  accessible  manner  that
engages with both philosophy and art across genres and eras beginning with
plato s definition of art in the republic and continuing through the progress of
art  as  a  series  of  discoveries  including  such  innovations  as  perspective
chiaroscuro and physiognomy danto concludes with a fascinating discussion
of andy warhol s famous shipping cartons which are visually indistinguishable
from the everyday objects they represent throughout danto considers the
contributions of philosophers including descartes kant and hegel and artists
from michelangelo and poussin to duchamp and warhol in this far reaching
examination of the interconnectivity and universality of aesthetic production
div

this anthology is remarkable not only for the selections themselves among
which the schelling and the heidegger essays were translated especially for
this volume but also for the editors general introduction and the introductory
essays for each selection which make this volume an invaluable aid to the
study of the powerful recurrent ideas concerning art beauty critical method
and the nature of representation because this collection makes clear the
ways  in  which  the  philosophy  of  art  relates  to  and  is  part  of  general
philosophical  positions  it  will  be  an  essential  sourcebook  to  students  of
philosophy art history and literary criticism

this acclaimed anthology is ideal for newcomers to aesthetics or philosophy
of art and includes new sections on pornography and erotica and societies
without art as well as new essays and revised introductions throughout

in the philosophy of art hippolyte taine undertakes a meticulous exploration
of the nature and purpose of art through the lens of philosophy and historical
context  taine  engages  with  the  societal  influences  on  artistic  expression
melding aesthetic theory with a nuanced understanding of cultural evolution
his literary style is characterized by analytical rigor and literary eloquence
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placing  him  within  the  tradition  of  19th  century  intellectual  discourse
particularly  influenced  by  french  positivism  and  idealism  which  sought  to
rationalize artistic phenomena against the backdrop of empirical knowledge
hippolyte taine a prominent french critic and historian is well known for his
insights into literature and art drawn from his intimate engagement with the
philosophical discourses of his time his diverse academic background which
included a focus on history literature and philosophy equipped him with a
comprehensive framework to critically analyze the mechanisms of artistic
creation through personal  experience and travel  taine developed a keen
sensitivity to the interplay between art culture and society that is evident in
this work for scholars artists and anyone intrigued by the complexities of
creativity the philosophy of art offers a profound examination that transcends
mere appreciation of art inviting readers to engage in deeper discourse about
the role of culture in shaping artistic endeavors this book is an indispensable
resource for understanding the philosophical underpinnings that link art with
human experience in this enriched edition we have carefully created added
value for your reading experience a succinct introduction situates the work s
timeless  appeal  and  themes  the  synopsis  outlines  the  central  plot
highlighting  key  developments  without  spoiling  critical  twists  a  detailed
historical  context  immerses  you  in  the  era  s  events  and  influences  that
shaped the writing an author biography reveals milestones in the author s life
illuminating  the  personal  insights  behind  the  text  a  thorough  analysis
dissects symbols motifs and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings
reflection  questions  prompt  you  to  engage  personally  with  the  work  s
messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable quotes
shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify
unusual  references  historical  allusions  and  archaic  phrases  for  an  effortless
more informed read

derek matravers introduces students to the philosophy of art through a close
examination of eight famous works of twentieth century art each work has
been selected in order to best illustrate and illuminate a particular problem in
aesthetics each artwork forms the basis of a single chapter and readers are
introduced  to  such  issues  as  artistic  value  intention  interpretation  and
expression through a careful analysis of the artwork questions considered
include what does art mean in contemporary art practice is the artistic value
of a painting the same as how much you like it if a painting isn t of anything
then how do we understand it can art be immoral by grounding abstract and
theoretical discussion in real examples the book provides an excellent way
into  the  subject  for  readers  new  to  the  philosophical  dimension  of  art
appreciation

philosophy of art is a textbook for undergraduate students interested in the
topic  of  philosophical  aesthetics  it  introduces  the  techniques  of  analytic
philosophy as well as key topics such as the representational theory of art
formalism neo formalism aesthetic theories of art neo wittgensteinism the
institutional theory of art as well as historical approaches to the nature of art
throughout  abstract  philosophical  theories  are illustrated by examples of
both traditional and contemporary art including frequent reference to the
avant garde in this way enriching the readers understanding of art theory as
well as the appreciation of art unique features of the textbook are chapter
summaries summaries of major theories of art and suggested analyses of the
important  categories  used  when  talking  and  thinking  of  art  annotated
suggested readings at  the ends of  chapters  also available  in  this  series
epistemology pb 0 415 13043 3 12 99 ethics pb 0 415 15625 4 11 99
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a new edition of this bestselling introduction to aesthetics and the philosophy
of art includes new sections on digital music and environmental aesthetics all
other chapters have been thoroughly revised and updated
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