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the social construction of crime is often out of proportion to the threat posed the media and advocacy groups shine a

spotlight on some crimes and ignore others street crime is highlighted as putting everyone at risk of victimization while the

greater social harms from corporate malfeasance receive far less attention social arrangements dictate what is defined as

crime and the punishments for those who engage in the proscribed behavior interest groups promote their agendas by

appealing to public fears justifications often have no basis in fact but the public accepts the exaggerations and blames the

targeted offenders the net widening effect of more laws and more punishment catches those least able to defend

themselves this innovative alternative to traditional textbooks provides insightful observations of myths and trends in criminal

justice fourteen chapters challenge misconceptions about specific crimes or aspects of the criminal justice system kappeler

and potter dissect popular images of crimes and criminals in a cogent compelling and engaging manner they trace the
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social construction of each issue and identify the misleading statistics and fears that form the basis of myths and the

collateral damage of basing policies on mythical beliefs the authors encourage skepticism about commonly accepted beliefs

offer readers a fresh perspective and urge them to analyze important issues from novel vantage points

this innovative alternative to traditional textbooks provides insightful observations of myths and trends in criminal justice the

authors dissect popular images of crimes and criminals in a cogent compelling and engaging manner they confront the

misleading statistics and fears that form the basis of myths and the collateral damage of basing policies on mythical beliefs

the text encourages skepticism about commonly accepted beliefs and provides the tools necessary for critical thinking about

complex problems book jacket

bohm and walker s thought provoking volume addresses many of the american public s misconceptions about crime and

criminal justice these understandings are often inaccurate and based on myths each of this anthology s 27 chapters

demystifies or debunks one of these current myths setting the record straight demystifying crime and criminal justice is

organized to follow a logical progression through the criminal justice process part one addresses myths about crime part

two examines myths about law enforcement part three investigates myths about the administration of justice and part four

focuses on myths about punishment and corrections a unique feature of the book is that every chapter follows the same

format each chapter opens with a brief section introducing a myth or a set of myths about a particular topic next follows

the kernel of truth section which identifies accurate aspects of the myth or myths the authors assume that for myths to be

believable and accepted they usually must contain at least a kernel of truth in the third section the truth or facts the

authors debunk the myth or myths by providing evidence this is followed by interests served by the myth which illuminates

how the interests of specific individuals or groups are promoted by the creation and perpetuation of the myth or myths
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finally policy implications of belief in the myth highlights some of the practical and often undesirable consequences of belief

in the myth or myths written in clear accessible language demystifying crime and criminal justice engages the reader with

straightforward analysis cutting edge information and research designed to stimulate critical thinking and class discussion

this mindset challenging volume offers students a deeper understanding of crime and criminal justice
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