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with this memoir by a simple monk who spent 33 years in prisons and labor camps for
resisting the chinese a rare tibetan voice is heard the new york times book review palden
gyatso was born in a tibetan village in 1933 and became an ordained buddhist monk at
eighteen just as tibet was in the midst of political upheaval when communist china
invaded tibet in 1950 it embarked on a program of reform that would eventually affect all
of tibet s citizens and nearly decimate its ancient culture in 1967 the chinese destroyed
monasteries across tibet and forced thousands of monks into labor camps and prisons gyatso
spent the next twenty five years of his life enduring interrogation and torture simply for
the strength of his beliefs palden gyatso s story bears witness to the resilience of the
human spirit and to the strength of tibet s proud civilization faced with cultural genocide
to readers of this memoir however untraveled tibet will never again seem remote or
unfamiliar gyatso reminds us that the language of suffering is universal library journal has
the ring of undeniable truth palden gyatso s clear sighted eloquence in tsering shakya s
fluent translation makes his tale even more engrossing san francisco chronicle

home away from home lobsang yonten mentuh was born in the year of the dragon 1939
in dzongkar tibet he was one of seven siblings which included three brothers and three
sisters lobsang was approximately twenty years old when conditions forced him to flee
tibet without his family he always hoped to reunite with them again in nepal he met and
married his wife chimi dolma phanche in nepal before deciding to move to canada with
his young family in 1971 my home away from home recounts his life experiences as
described through challenges and triumphs which shaped his strong work ethic and
personal values of family faith and community service

introduction arrests trial and appeal detention of tenzin delek s associates and supporters
decline of religious activities and social institutions after tenzin delek s arrest tenzine delek
s life and work prior to his april 2002 arrest conclusion

this book presents with the intimate freshness of a personal teaching the main practices of
the mahayana buddhist path

apparitions of the self is a groundbreaking investigation into what is known in tibet as
secret autobiography an exceptional rarely studied literary genre that presents a personal
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exploration of intimate religious experiences in this volume janet gyatso translates and
studies the outstanding pair of secret autobiographies by the famed tibetan buddhist
visionary jigme lingpa 1730 1798 whose poetic and self conscious writings are as much
about the nature of his own identity memory and the undecidabilities of autobiographical
truth as they are narrations of the actual content of his experiences their translation in this
book marks the first time that works of this sort have been translated in a western
language gyatso is among the first to consider tibetan literature from a comparative
perspective examining the surprising fit as well as the misfit of western literary theory
with tibetan autobiography she examines the intriguing questions of why tibetan
buddhists produced so many autobiographies far more than other asian buddhists and how
autobiographical self assertion is possible even while buddhists believe that the self is
ultimately an illusion also explored are jigme lingpa s historical milieu his revelatory
visions of the ancient tibetan dynasty and his meditative practices of personal cultivation
the book concludes with a study of the subversive female figure of the dakini in jigme
lingpa s writings and the implications of her gender her sexuality and her unsettling
discourse for the autobiographical subject in tibet

in this rich and deeply personal account of life in the highlands of nepal geoff childs
chronicles the daily existence of a range of people from venerated lamas to humble
householders offering insights into the complex dynamics of the ethnically tibetan enclave
of nubri childs provides a vivid and compelling portrait of the ebb and flow of life and
death of communal harmony and discord and of personal conflicts and social resolutions part
ethnography part travelogue and part biography tibetan diary is a one of a kind book that
conveys the tangled intricacies of a tibetan society childs s immensely readable and
informative narrative incorporates contemporary observations as well as vignettes culled
from first person testaments including oral histories and autobiographies examining the
tensions between cultural ideals and individual aspirations he explores certain junctures in
the course of life how the desire to attain religious knowledge or to secure a caretaker in
old age contrasts with social expectations and familial obligation for example the result is a
vivid and unparalleled view of the quest for both spiritual meaning and mundane survival
that typifies life in an unpredictable himalayan environment

in 1992 the venerable palden gyatso was released after thirty three years of imprisonment
by chinese forces in tibet he fled across the himalayas to india smuggling with him the
instruments of his torture this powerful text is the story of his life and irrefutable
testimony to the appalling suffering of the tibetan nation at the hands of the chinese
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in one of the most remote covert campaigns of the cold war the cia harnessed nurtured
and encouraged the khampa tribesmen of tibet in their defiance against chinese
subjugation this is the first time the story has been told

publisher description

a tibetan patriot and unswerving follower of the dalai lama lobsang gyatso emerges from
these memoirs as a master storyteller a fearless social critic and a devoted buddhist monk
with unusual wit and realism he provides a picture of his country from the perspective of
a common tibetan recounting his early life in kham as a herder and a rambunctious young
monk his travels to lhasa his life in one of tibet s most famous monasteries and his flight
into exile outspoken and critical of both himself and his society lobsang gyatso s memoirs
tell the story of his struggle for personal religious transformation and his fight to create a
new vision for his country
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