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the oxford handbook of the american revolution draws on a wealth of new
scholarship to create a vibrant dialogue among varied approaches to the
revolution that made the united states in thirty three essays written by
authorities on the period the handbook brings to life the diverse multitudes of
colonial north america and their extraordinary struggles before during and
after the eight year long civil war that secured the independence of thirteen
rebel colonies from their erstwhile colonial parent the chapters explore battles
and diplomacy economics and finance law and culture politics and society
gender race and religion its diverse cast of characters includes ordinary
farmers and artisans free and enslaved african americans indians and british
and american statesmen and military leaders in addition to expanding the
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revolution s who the handbook broadens its where portraying an event that far
transcended the boundaries of what was to become the united states it offers
readers an american revolution whose impact ranged far beyond the thirteen
colonies the handbook s range of interpretive and methodological approaches
captures the full scope of current revolutionary era scholarship its authors
british and american scholars spanning several generations include social
cultural military and imperial historians as well as those who study politics
diplomacy literature gender and sexuality together and separately these
essays demonstrate that the american revolution remains a vibrant and
inviting a subject of inquiry nothing comparable has been published in decades

written when political and military history dominated the discipline j franklin
jameson s the american revolution considered as a social movement was a
pioneering work based on a series of four lectures he gave at princeton
university in 1925 the short book argued that the most salient feature of the
american revolution had not been the war for independence from great britain
it was rather the struggle between aristocratic values and those of the common
people who tended toward a leveling democracy american revolutionaries
sought to change their government not their society but in destroying
monarchy and establishing republics they in fact changed their society
profoundly jameson wrote the stream of revolution once started could not be
con ned within narrow banks but spread abroad upon the land jameson s book
was among the first to bring social analysis to the fore of american history
examining the effects the american revolution had on business intellectual and
religious life slavery land ownership and interactions between members of
different social classes jameson showed the extent of the social reforms won at
home during the war by looking beyond the political and probing the social
aspects of this seminal event jameson forced a reexamination of revolution as
a social phenomenon and as one reviewer put it injected a liberal spirit into the
study of american history still in print after nearly eighty years the book is a
classic of american historiography

this book traces the development of the united states from the 1760s to the
consolidation of the federal government during the 1790s the author argues
that the creation of the american republic was a major revolution by the time it
was complete the united states was radically different from britain and the
colonies out which it had emerged extensive coverage is given to the
establishment of governments first in the states then at the national level and
to social development in the states it is argued that many of of the most
significant changes took place at this level

new york times bestseller an elegant synthesis done by the leading scholar in
the field which nicely integrates the work on the american revolution over the
last three decades but never loses contact with the older classic questions that
we have been arguing about for over two hundred years joseph j ellis author of
founding brothers a magnificent account of the revolution in arms and
consciousness that gave birth to the american republic when abraham lincoln
sought to define the significance of the united states he naturally looked back
to the american revolution he knew that the revolution not only had legally
created the united states but also had produced all of the great hopes and
values of the american people our noblest ideals and aspirations our
commitments to freedom constitutionalism the well being of ordinary people
and equality came out of the revolutionary era lincoln saw as well that the
revolution had convinced americans that they were a special people with a
special destiny to lead the world toward liberty the revolution in short gave
birth to whatever sense of nationhood and national purpose americans have
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had no doubt the story is a dramatic one thirteen insignificant colonies three
thousand miles from the centers of western civilization fought off british rule to
become in fewer than three decades a huge sprawling rambunctious republic
of nearly four million citizens but the history of the american revolution like the
history of the nation as a whole ought not to be viewed simply as a story of
right and wrong from which moral lessons are to be drawn it is a complicated
and at times ironic story that needs to be explained and understood not blindly
celebrated or condemned how did this great revolution come about what was
its character what were its consequences these are the questions this short
history seeks to answer that it succeeds in such a profound and enthralling way
is a tribute to gordon wood s mastery of his subject and of the historian s craft

a major intellectual history of the american revolution and its influence on later
revolutions in europe and the americas the expanding blaze is a sweeping
history of how the american revolution inspired revolutions throughout europe
and the atlantic world in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries jonathan
israel one of the world s leading historians of the enlightenment shows how the
radical ideas of american founders such as paine jefferson franklin madison
and monroe set the pattern for democratic revolutions movements and
constitutions in france britain ireland the netherlands belgium poland greece
canada haiti brazil and spanish america the expanding blaze reminds us that
the american revolution was an astonishingly radical event and that it didn t
end with the transformation and independence of america rather the revolution
continued to reverberate in europe and the americas for the next three
quarters of a century this comprehensive history of the revolution s
international influence traces how american efforts to implement radical
enlightenment ideas including the destruction of the old regime and the
promotion of democratic republicanism self government and liberty helped
drive revolutions abroad as foreign leaders explicitly followed the american
example and espoused american democratic values the first major new
intellectual history of the age of democratic revolution in decades the
expanding blaze returns the american revolution to its global context

between 1760 and 1800 the people of the united states created a new nation
based on the idea that all people have the right to govern themselves this very
short introduction recreates the experiences that led to the revolution the
experience of war and the post war creation of a new political society

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the
public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within
the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity
individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars
believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your
support of the preservation process and thank you for being an important part
of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

in this audacious recasting of the american revolution distinguished historian
gary nash offers a profound new way of thinking about the struggle to create
this country introducing readers to a coalition of patriots from all classes and
races of american society from millennialist preachers to enslaved africans
disgruntled women to aggrieved indians the people so vividly portrayed in this
book did not all agree or succeed but during the exhilarating and messy years
of this country s birth they laid down ideas that have become part of our
inheritance and ideals toward which we still strive today
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do you know what the american system of economics is all about most
americans actually don t and it s not because they are actually stupid it s
because there s been a systematic suppression of the truth to the point where
it s been written out of the history books and schools throughout the nation the
political economy of the american revolution was first published in 1977 in
order to revive the truth about american history newspaper editor nancy
spannaus and historian christopher white assembled the crucial writings which
defined the american system as a continuation of the italian golden
renaissance tradition and a war against british imperialism and free trade they
produced a book of readings which served as an assault on the treason school
of american history this new edition adds some crucial materials but its guts
are the same the works of alexander hamilton and his french predecessor jean
baptiste colbert these are writings you either can t find anywhere else or which
are hard to find they are supplemented by introductory essays by spannaus
and white the scholar and the conscientious citizen will find this book
indispensable the american war against british imperialist methods continues

today and must be won
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