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no play in the modern theatre has so captured the imagination and heart of the
american public as tennessee williams s the glass menagerie menagerie was
williams s first popular success and launched the brilliant if somewhat
controversial career of our pre eminent lyric playwright since its premiere in
chicago in 1944 with the legendary laurette taylor in the role of amanda the play
has been the bravura piece for great actresses from jessica tandy to joanne
woodward and is studied and performed in classrooms and theatres around the
world the glass menagerie in the reading text the author preferred is now
available only in its new directions paperbook edition a new introduction by
prominent williams scholar robert bray editor of the tennessee williams annual
review reappraises the play more than half a century after it won the new york
drama critics circle award more than fifty years after telling his story of a family
whose lives form a triangle of quiet desperation williams s mellifluous voice still
resonates deeply and universally this edition of the glass menagerie also includes
williams s essay on the impact of sudden fame on a struggling writer the
catastrophe of success as well as a short section of williams s own production
notes the cover features the classic line drawing by alvin lustig originally done for
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the 1949 new directions edition

the glass menagerie by tennessee williams is a poignant memory drama that
examines the topics of conflict between family confusion and personal freedom
described by tom wingfield the play remembers her life with her overbearing
mother amanda and her delicate painful shy sister laura in a small st louis
apartment as amanda tried to secure a suit for laura tom torn the fleeing dreams
duty and her will for freedom the arrival of a gentleman caller briefly provides
hope but eventually highlights the deep sitting confusion and despair of the family
with lyrical prose and deeply human characters the glass menagerie is a powerful
focus on the unattainable nature of memory regret and dreams back cover

unlock the more straightforward side of the glass menagerie with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis this engaging summary presents an analysis of
the glass menagerie by tennessee williams one of the famed playwright s most
autobiographical works the play is told from the perspective of tom wingfield a
young man who is trapped in his memories of his life with his mother amanda and
sister laura a life he has cast off and left behind him the play follows the events
that transpire when tom invites jim to dinner sparking hopes that he might prove
a suitable suitor for laura whose overpowering social anxiety has left her isolated
from the world however things do not work out as planned and tom is left with
nothing but his guilt over the situation williams s other works include cat on a hot
tin roof a streetcar named desire and suddenly last summer and he is widely
considered to be one of the greatest american playwrights of all time find out
everything you need to know about the glass menagerie in a fraction of the time
this in depth and informative reading guide brings you a complete plot summary
character studies key themes and symbols questions for further reflection why
choose brightsummaries com available in print and digital format our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey the clear and concise
style makes for easy understanding providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time see the very best of literature in a whole new
light with brightsummaries com

crippled laura wingfield momentarily accepts reality and breaks free from the
imaginary world of her glass animals when her mother arranges for her to have a
gentleman caller

delma e presley s the glass menagerie an american memory offers a cogent and
thorough analysis of tennessee william s masterpiece the study addresses such
issues as characterization structure and the visual and dramatic devices used to
create this compelling memory play

premiering in 1944 the glass menagerie was tennessee williams s first popular
success today the play is considered one of williams s masterpieces and is
frequently performed this updated volume is an essential resource for those
seeking to deepen their appreciation of this fascinating character study book
jacket

supersummary a modern alternative to sparknotes and cliffsnotes offers high
quality study guides for challenging works of literature this 57 page guide for the
glass menagerie by tennessee williams includes detailed chapter summaries and
analysis covering 7 chapters as well as several more in depth sections of expert
written literary analysis featured content includes commentary on major
characters 25 important quotes essay topics and key themes like time and
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memory and generational burdens

this series of plays for the 11 16 age range offers contemporary drama and new
editions of classic plays the series has been developed to support classroom
teaching and to meet the requirements of the national curriculum key stages 3
and 4 the plays are suitable for classroom reading and performance many have
large casts and an equal mix of parts for boys and girls each play includes
strategies and activities to introduce and use the plays in the classroom the glass
menagerie tells the story of tom who is frustrated in his job and distressed at
home by the mental withdrawal of his crippled sister both of them are intrigued
by a set of glass figures there are four parts two male and two female
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