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the king s gambit is the most daring and dangerous opening white throws caution
to the wind and black must know what he is doing to avoid early defeat the king s
gambit  was  all  the  rage  in  the  19th  century  but  has  an  enduring  popularity
throughout  the chess  world  remarkably  it  is  once more the focus  of  the top
grandmaster attention for example when nigel short played it three times in a row
against the world s best at the madrid 1997 tournament

this romantic opening is a real rarity at top level chess probably the greatest expert
on this line right now is england s grandmaster joe gallagher nigel short in the daily
telegraph the king s gambit has always been a great favourite of tactical players
however since its heyday in the nineteenth century it appeared only sporadically in
grandmaster chess recently this has begun to change and the king s gambit has
once again become a force to be reckoned with a whole host of new ideas have
appeared many of them introduced into international competition by the author
himself and explained in this book

the kings gambit must be the favourite opening of every attacking player in the
glory days of paul morphy in the nineteenth century to play anything else was
regarded as almost cowardly but in  modern times the popularity of  the kings
gambit has faded todays players under the malign influence of their  computer
programs  are  more  materialistic  and  loath  to  sacrifice  a  pawn  for  long  term
compensation the honourable exceptions are alexander morozevich and nigel short
two world class players who are willing to risk the kings gambit john shaw seeks to
popularise this ancient opening with in depth analysis solving many of the supposed
problems with this opening despite the complexity of the material the reader will
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have no difficulties following the book as shaw clearly explains the issues using his
skill  as an experienced author the romantic kings gambit was favoured by the
chess elite of the 19th century but can it thrive in the 21st century grandmaster
john shaw takes up the challenge

a first of its kind encyclopedia for chess players this volume features detailed
explanations and invaluable  illustrations for  new chess players  those intent on
improving their games and anyone who needs to brush up on both the basics and
more advanced play 140 detailed illustrations

this is no ordinary opening book this practical guide describes only such openings in
which white or black sacrifices material at an early stage of the game they are
called gambits in old italian gambetto means tripping the justification for such
sacrifices can differ quite a lot in most cases the side that sacrifices material tends
to get ahead of the opponent in development and or opens lines to attack the
enemy king however there are also gambits aimed at the occupation of the center
blumenfeld gambit depriving the opponent of castling cochrane gambit or traxler
variation weakening the opponent s pawn structure anti moscow variation luring
an opponent s piece to an unfavorable position sacrificing the b2 pawn obtaining a
certain positional compensation volga gambit etc gambits are often associated
with the romantic chess of the 19th century indeed that was the heyday of such
sharp openings as the king s gambit or evans gambit but even nowadays many
games begin with one of the well known or even innovative gambits this should
come as no surprise gambits help to reveal the true essence of chess the triumph
of spirit over matter the concept of this book is to examine practical games and
give theoretical insights in the notes rather than in stand alone articles practice has
shown this to be the most effective way of mastering new material more often
than  not  recent  games  by  the  world  s  top  players  have  been  chosen  as  an
illustration played in the last few years in particular however the most important
classic games are mentioned as well the present book analyzes almost 50 of the
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major gambit lines and systems almost 140 games are given in full with many game
fragments selected to illustrate the important deviations and there is a special
section about types of sacrificial themes such as sacrificing the b2 pawn sacrificing
on f7 etc readers who may wish to employ one of the examined gambit variations
on a regular basis should no doubt study the specific books on that very opening
although in most cases the lines and ideas given are sufficient for a beginner or club
player to include the system in his or her opening repertoire and give it a try

there was a time when the kings gambit was the favorite chess opening of every
attacking  player  in  the  glory  days  of  paul  morphy  it  was  considered  almost
cowardly to play anything else legends such as spassky and bronstein kept the
flame burning in the 20th century but its popularity faded as many players are wary
of sacrificing a pawn for long term compensation there are honorable exceptions
whose games prove that this ancient weapon can still draw blood morozevich short
zvjaginsev and ex us champion yury shulman are world class players who attack
with the kings gambit
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