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nicholas comes from a world of darkness where women are no better than slaves he

believes the secret to true happiness is for his wife to be molded to perfection he had the

promise of perfection in the bright eyes and innocent smile of a childhood friend long since

lost to his world he never gave up his dreams of their perfect life together an accidental

meeting brings him face to face with his dream will he realize that true happiness can only

be found in the beauty of imperfection before it s too late jayden escaped from a life of

terror and found security in her new home given a loving home and raised with all the
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normal expectations of college career love and happiness her memories of her earlier life

fade into darkness an accident draws the attention of those who never gave up searching

for her determined to fulfill a contract not of her making jayden is taken from her perfect

life and thrust back into a past she d long forgotten broken of spirit she is given to

nicholas to be his bride jayden is desperate to find the light before she is lost to the

darkness of perfection

an inspiring and thought provoking exploration of the fullness of human potential moorings

embracing the grounds we have embarked upon challenges readers to become aware of our

omnipotential  to effect  and create the changes we desire to see in our world as a

mindfulness memoir this book will nurture deep reflection and thoughts about our existence

as individuals as part of the greater whole author alida hilbrander has engaged in extensive

research citing various other authors and opens her own life and experiences in order to

present a thorough and personal examination of the oneness of humanity in which all races

cultures and creeds are embraced together we share a common spiritual foundation and

from that we have the power to pursue our planetary purpose to liberate light and love as

we journey past the various signposts that give direction to our lives we seek greater

awareness and consciousness and will find the joy of renewed purpose moorings embracing

the grounds we have embarked upon will serve as an engaging educating and life changing

guide

the poems in this book are thematically grouped into five sets the first set of three poems

labelled libation are basically a prayer and they set the stage for what follows the poems

in part 2 subtitled on wings of song the muse and i are mostly love poems which express

sentiments with which many readers will be able to identify the subtitle of the poems in

part 3 is home affairs these poems describe the anxieties the hopes and the fears that many

of us have experienced at various times in our lives these normal human experiences are

expressed so vividly and with such poignancy that the reader is left feeling that the poet

has indeed spoken for him part 4 embers and rubies of life contains the largest number of

poems and they are mostly philosophical reflections on the meaning and significance of life

s experiences the last set of poems in part 5 transformations contains the poem that gives

the title to the book

clement of alexandria a scholar who flourished around the turn of the third century

devoted this work to instructing christian converts on the nature of the christian life

another of his books the protreptikos was intended as an outreach to pagans and this book

the paidagogos called here christ the educator was to serve as a guide to christian living

for baptized individuals who were still young in the faith a sober lifestyle of moderation



The Darkness Of Perfection

3 The Darkness Of Perfection

and self restraint should characterize every christian and clement s thinking on ethics

reveals the influence of stoic philosophy

we are longing to find something that will truly satisfy our hearts this longing leads us into

many situations and circumstances in the end anything we give our hearts to within this

world will find its end there is an eternal light that reveals our need and helps us

understand those longings within us within this light we find what will never fade away

always satisfying the human soul what we desire most is love but there is only one lasting

love for humanity when the sun is setting and the dark creeps in whats revealed is only a

shadow of who we really are we are not fully known by others within this fleeting light

and many people find themselves living in the sunsets we hope the oncoming night and

passing light will reveal a bit of our beauty but hide what is perceived unacceptable or in

many cases too real our spots our imperfections have driven our entirety into hiding its a

humanity problem we hide weve always hidden weve found solace in the darkness but our

worth is not lost and our value has not faded away we are fully known even in the

darkest of nights the life we live now is vulnerable to darkness but there is no need to

hide for acceptance we all have our spots we all have hurt but what remains hidden from

humanity will not find shelter from the light when someone is close enough to see the

struggle within and provides a way out its our opportunity to take hold of what we need

and begin to trust

winner 2019 miller williams poetry prize we are the happy riders on the stream of padua s

consciousness a smart sympathetic mind at work billy collins drawing on the spirit of new

york city in decades past a short history of monsters presents the sins and obsessions of a

poet nimble in beat and slam traditions in his first full length collection jose padua

wrestles with an american dream interrupted by failure excess and other nightmares often

brash and unruly these poems range from recollections of lost drunken days to unadorned

manifestations of hope throughout the speaker redefines his relationship to pop culture

praising it skewering it and mourning it by turns the poems that make up a short history

of monsters tend toward both dark humor and epiphany diving deeply into their own

despair and rising up again with existential absurdity this is a poetry that gets down into

the grit and grime of the real world digging out a space to experience being alive as

miraculous in and of itself

taylor s temptation when it came to protecting the innocent navy seal bobby taylor was

your man but when his best friend wes asked him to keep an eye on his little sister bobby

desperately wanted to take a pass how could he keep just his eyes on the beautiful redhead

colleen skelly what bobby didn t realise was that colleen had been conspiring for years to
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get bobby to herself away from the prying eyes of her meddling brother to show him she

was a grown woman and that he was the man for her night watch when u s navy seal

chief wes skelly was sent to l a on assignment he agreed to go on a blind date with

beautiful single mother brittany evans sister in law of a fellow seal after all he had been

secretly in love for years albeit with a woman who belonged to another man so what did

he have to lose plenty it turned out because suddenly the woman he thought he could

never have was available however so was brittany and not only that she was in danger

because of him he knew he could keep her safe but why was he increasingly certain that

he was the one in danger not without risk it began as nothing more than a day s pleasure

cruise on the crystal clear waters of the gulf of mexico but then emily marshall stumbled

into a deadly maze of drug smuggling and murder and discovered that the only person

who could help her was the man who had once torn her heart to shreds jim keegan was

sure he was over emily until a passionate interlude at an isolated beach house showed him

the truth he d been hiding from for so long now he knew exactly what he had lost when

he walked away from her and what he would lose forever if he couldn t save her
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