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widely acclaimed for her powerful explorations of race womanhood spirituality and mortality poet lucille clifton has
published thirteen volumes of poems since 1969 and has received numerous accolades for her work including the 2000
national book award for blessing the boats her verse is featured in almost every anthology of contemporary poetry and her
readings draw large and enthusiastic audiences although clifton s poetry is a pleasure to read it is neither as simple nor as
blithely celebratory as readers sometimes assume the bursts of joy found in her polished elegant lines are frequently set
against a backdrop of regret and sorrow alternately consoling stimulating and emotionally devastating clifton s poems are
unforgettable in wild blessings hilary holladay offers the first full length study of clifton s poetry drawing on a broad
knowledge of the american poetic tradition and african american poetry in particular holladay places clifton s poems in
multiple contexts personal political and literary as she explicates major themes and analyzes specific works clifton s
poems about womanhood a central concern throughout her career her fertility poems which are provocatively compared
with sylvia plath s poems on the same subject her relation to the black arts movement and to other black female poets

such as gwendolyn brooks and sonia sanchez her biblical poems her elegies and her poignant family history generations
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an extended prose poem in addition to a new preface written after clifton s death in 2010 this updated edition includes an
epilogue that discusses the poetry collections she published after 2004 readers encountering lucille clifton s poems for the
first time and those long familiar with her distinctive voice will benefit from hilary holladay s striking insights and her

illuminating interview with the influential american poet

winner of the 2013 hurston wright legacy award for poetry the collected poems of lucille clifton 1965 2010 may be the
most important book of poetry to appear in years publishers weekly all poetry readers will want to own this book almost
everything is in it publishers weekly if you only read one poetry book in 2012 the collected poems of lucille clifton ought
to be it npr the collected clifton is a gift not just for her fans but for all of us the washington post the love readers feel for
lucille clifton both the woman and her poetry is constant and deeply felt the lines that surface most frequently in praise of
her work and her person are moving declarations of racial pride courage steadfastness toni morrison from the foreword the
collected poems of lucille clifton 1965 2010 combines all eleven of lucille clifton s published collections with more than
fifty previously unpublished poems the unpublished poems feature early poems from 1965 1969 a collection in progress
titled the book of days 2008 and a poignant selection of final poems an insightful foreword by nobel prize winning author
toni morrison and comprehensive afterword by noted poet kevin young frames clifton s lifetime body of work providing
the definitive statement about this major america poet s career on february 13 2010 the poetry world lost one of its most
distinguished members with the passing of lucille clifton in the last year of her life she was named the first african
american woman to receive the 100 000 ruth lilly poetry prize honoring a us poet whose lifetime accomplishments warrant
extraordinary recognition and was posthumously awarded the robert frost medal for lifetime achievement from the poetry
society of america mother tongue to man kind from the unpublished the book of days all that i am asking is that you see

me as something more than a common occurrence more than a woman in her ordinary skin

writing and composing with honesty and humanism lucille clifton is known for her themes of the body family community
politics womanhood and the spirit while much of her work deals with the african american experience she does not limit
herself to that perspective addressing topics common to all women to all people this timely and important biography will
give readers a glimpse into the life and work of this important and revered african american poet writer and educator
exploring themes that run throughout her writing as well as the personal obstacles she faced and overcame lucille clifton
was born in depew new york in 1936 today she is one of the most important and revered african american poets writers
and educators in the nation in addition to several works of poetry she has written more than 15 children s books her work
has been nominated for three pulitzer prizes and two national book awards one of which she won for blessing the boats
new and selected poems 1988 2000 in 2000 in 1999 she was appointed and remains a chancellor of the american academy
of poets one of the most prestigious honors in american letters among her best known works is the poem miss rosie
anthologized many times over and a standard part of high school curriculums she has won an emmy award a lannan
literary award two fellowships from the national endowmant for the the arts and many other prestigious awards writing
and composing with honesty and humanism clifton is known for her themes of the body family community politics
womanhood and the spirit while much of her work deals with the african american experience she does not limit herself to

that perspective addressing topics common to all women to all people this biography covers clifton s life and work
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addressing themes that run throughout her writing as well as the personal obstacles she faced and overcame including her
own faultering health this timely and important biography will give readers a glimpse into the life of one of america s

most important influential and enduring writers

a series of poems drawn from various collections published throughout the 40 year career of american poet lucille clifton

a program from a james madison university event honoring the memory of lucille clifton

with a powerful introduction by ross gay and a moving afterword by sidney clifton this special anniversary edition of the
book of light offers new meditations and insights on one of the most beloved voices of the 20th century though the book
of light opens with thirty nine names for light we soon learn the most meaningful name is lucille daughter mother proud
black woman known for her ability to convey multitudes in few words clifton writes into the shadows her father s
violations a black neighborhood bombed death loss all while illuminating the full spectrum of human emotion grief and
celebration anger and joy empowerment and so much grace a meeting place of myth and the divine the book of light
exists between starshine and clay as clifton s personas allow us to bear the world s weight with atlas and witness
conversations between lucifer and god while names and dates mark this text as a social commentary responding to her
time it is haunting how easily this collection serves as a political palimpsest of today we leave these poems inspired
clifton shows us superman is not our hero our hero is the black female narrator who decides to live and what a life she

creates won t you celebrate with me

a study guide for lucille clifton s homage to my hips excerpted from gale s acclaimed poetry for students this concise
study guide includes plot summary character analysis author biography study questions historical context suggestions for

further reading and much more for any literature project trust poetry for students for all of your research needs

this book connects the aging woman to the image of god in the work of flannery o connor joyce carol oates alicia ostriker
lucille clifton mary szybist and anne babson it introduces a canon of contemporary american women s spiritual literature
with the goal of showing how this literature treats aging and spirituality as major connected themes it demonstrates that
such literature interacts meaningfully with feminist theology social science research on aging and body image attachment
theory and narrative identity theory the book provides an interdisciplinary context for the relationship between aging and
spirituality in order to confirm that us women s writing provides unique illustrations of the interconnections between aging
and spirituality signaled by other fields this book demonstrates that relationships between the human and divine remain a
consistent and valuable feature of contemporary women s literature and that the divine human relationship is under

constant literary revision

african american women writers published extensively during the harlem renaissance and have been extraordinarily
prolific since the 1970s this book surveys the world of african american women writers included are alphabetically
arranged entries on more than 150 novelists poets playwrights short fiction writers autobiographers essayists and

influential scholars the encyclopedia covers established contemporary authors such as toni morrison and gloria naylor
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along with a range of neglected and emerging figures each entry is written by an expert contributor and provides a brief
biography a discussion of major works a survey of the author s critical reception and primary and secondary
bibliographies literature students will value this book for its exploration of african american literature while social studies
students will appreciate its examination of social issues through literature african american women writers have made an
enormous contribution to our culture many of these authors wrote during the harlem renaissance a particularly vital time
in african american arts and letters while others have been especially active since the 1970s an era in which works by
african american women are adapted into films and are widely read in book clubs literature by african american women is
important for its aesthetic qualities and it also illuminates the social issues which these authors have confronted this book
conveniently surveys the lives and works of african american women writers included are alphabetically arranged entries
on more than 150 african american women novelists poets playwrights short fiction writers autobiographers essayists and
influential scholars some of these figures such as toni morrison and gloria naylor are among the most popular authors
writing today while others have been largely neglected or are recently emerging each entry provides a biography a
discussion of major works a survey of the writer s critical reception and primary and secondary bibliographies the
encyclopedia closes with a selected general bibliography students and general readers will welcome this guide to the rich
achievement of african american women literature students will value its exploration of the works of these writers while

social studies students will appreciate its examination of the social issues these women confront in their works

lucille clifton s third volume of poetry

finalist for the 1988 pulitzer prize for poetry a landmark collection by national book award winning poet lucille clifton
good woman poems and a memoir 1969 1980 includes the four poetry collections that launched clifton s career good
times good news about the earth an ordinary woman and two headed woman as well as her haunting prose memoir
generations in honor of the 30th anniversary of lucille clifton s pulitzer prize nominated poetry collection and memoir
good woman is now available for the first time as a deluxe ebook edition enhanced with previously unpublished
photographs from the lucille clifton estate and a special foreword by aracelis girmay this ebook is a must have for

longtime clifton fans and newcomers alike

there is nothing tee enjoys more than sitting out on the porch with her great greatmother listening to the fascinating stories
about the lucky stone shiny and black as night it brought good fortune to each of its owners for over one hundred years
first it helped mandy a runaway slave win her freedom then it saved vashti from death by lightning at a prayer meeting
and it even saved tee s great grandmother from the ferocious dancing dog and helped her meet her husband now tee can t
help wondering what the old stone has in store for her she certainly could use some luck on valentine s day but the lucky

stone doesn t belong to tee how can her wish come true

there is growing popular and scholarly interest in autobiography along with increasing regard for the achievements of
african american writers the first reference of its kind this volume chronicles the autobiographical tradition in african

american literature included are alphabetically arranged entries for 66 african american authors who present
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autobiographical material in their works the volume profiles major figures such as frederick douglass zora neale hurston

richard wright maya angelou james baldwin and malcolm x along with many lesser known autobiographers who deserve

greater attention while some are known primarily for their literary accomplishments others have gained acclaim for their

diverse contributions to society the entries are written by expert contributors and provide authoritative information about

their subjects each begins with a concise biography which summarizes the life and achievements of the autobiographer

this is followed by a discussion of major autobiographical works and themes along with an overview of the

autobiographer s critical reception the entries close with primary and secondary bibliographies and a selected general

bibliography concludes the volume together the entries provide a detailed portrait of the african american autobiographical

tradition from the 18th century to the present
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