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this concise and accessible textbook introduces students to the anthropological
study of religion it examines religious expression from a cross cultural perspective
and exposes students to the complexities of religion in small scale and complex
societies the chapters incorporate key theoretical concepts and a wide range of
ethnographic material the fifth edition of the anthropology of religion magic and
witchcraft offers a revised introduction covering the foundations of the
anthropology of religion anthropological methods and a push toward decolonizing
the anthropology of religion expanded coverage of symbols healing wizardry and
the intersections of religion with other social institutions new case study material
with examples drawn from around the globe especially from indigenous
communities marginalia in each chapter introducing provocative small case
examples related to the chapter many of these can be used as prompts for further
research small in class case studies or examples for hands on learning a new
chapter on religion and healing especially useful for anthropology programs without
representation of four fields as it provides a wider and more interdisciplinary
application of the discipline a consistent review of foundations from chapter to
chapter linking material and enabling students to connect what they are learning
throughout the course and further resources via a comprehensive companion
website including interactive activities critical case studies updated study questions
bibliographical suggestions including video and color images this is an essential
guide for students encountering the anthropology of religion for the first time and

also for those with an ongoing interest in this fascinating field
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this book emphasizes the major concepts of both anthropology and the
anthropology of religion and examines religious expression from a cross cultural
perspective while incorporating key theoretical concepts it is aimed at students

encountering anthropology for the first time

this essential text on the psychology of religion studies the fundamental origins of
human spirituality in magic and religion psychologist george b vetter approaches
magico religious behavior as a universal human phenomenon he examines the
various wide ranging theories regarding the psychology of religion before calling for
a more scientifically rigorous approach to the subject putting forth his own
provocative and enlightening thesis vetter argues that magic and religion are
predictable behavior patterns developed in situations that are uncontrollable yet of
momentous importance to the individual or collective first published in 1958 magic
and religion was a significant contribution to the psychology and sociology of
religion hailed by some as an essential text on the subject it was denounced by
others as heresy in part because of its frank criticism of clerical celibacy and its

early advocacy for abortion rights

randall styers seeks to account for the vitality of scholarly discourse purporting to
define and explain magic despite its failure to do just that he argues that it can
best be explained in light of the european and euro american drive to establish

and secure their own identity as normative

this vintage book comprises three famous malinowski essays on the subject of
religion malinowski is one of the most important and influential anthropologists of
all time he is particularly renowned for his ability to combine the reality of human
experience with the cold calculations of science an important collection of three of
his most famous essays magic science and religion provides its reader with a
series of concepts concerning religion magic science rite and myth this is

undertaken in an attempt to form a definite impression and understanding of the
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trobrianders of new guinea the chapters of this book include magic science and
religion primitive man and his religion rational mastery by man of his surroundings
faith and cult the creative acts of religion providence in primitive life man s
selective interest in nature etcetera this book is being republished now in an
affordable modern edition complete with a specially commissioned new biography

of the author

one of the most fascinating men of his generation w h r rivers was a british doctor
and psychiatrist as well as a leading ethnologist immortalized as the hero of pat
barker s award winning regeneration trilogy rivers was the clinician who in the first
world war cared for the poet siegfried sassoon and other infantry officers injured
on the western front his researches into the borders of psychiatry medicine and
religion made him a prominent member of the british intelligentsia of the time a
friend of h g wells george bernard shaw and bertrand russell part of his appeal lay
in an extraordinary intellect mixed with a very real interest in his fellow man
medicine magic and religion is a prime example of this a social institution it is one
of rivers finest works in it rivers introduced the then revolutionary idea that

indigenous practices are indeed rational when viewed in terms of religious beliefs

this book is a survey summarising the approaches taken to religion and magic by
the principal scholars in the preceding and present centuries it is simple
straightforward and short with a clear easy to read style it is the perfect reference
tool for students introducing them to the main theories and debates in a readable
and informative manner key features prepares student for more complex texts on
religious studies and the idea of religion addresses contemporary as well as
historical ideas and figures includes contextual details on scholars over forty
individuals covered including hegel marx engels weber frazer freud jung durkheim

levy bruhl skorupski levi strauss lawson mccauley

in these articles john henry argues on the one hand for the intimate relationship
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between religion and early modern attempts to develop new understandings of
nature and on the other hand for the role of occult concepts in early modern
natural philosophy focussing on the scene in england the articles provide detailed
examinations of the religious motivations behind roman catholic efforts to develop
a new mechanical philosophy theories of the soul and immaterial spirits and
theories of active matter there are also important studies of animism in the
beginnings of experimentalism the role of occult qualities in the mechanical
philosophy and a new account of the decline of magic as well as general surveys
the collection includes in depth studies of william gilbert sir kenelm digby henry
more francis glisson robert boyle robert hooke and isaac newton provided by

publisher

study of religion and magic in pune india

recent years have brought rich additions to the materials for the study of early
religion ritual magic and myth in proportion to the abundance of information has
been the growth of theory and hypothesis the first essay in this collection science
and superstition points out the danger of allowing too ingenious and imaginative

hypotheses to lead captive our science

during the middle ages many occult rituals and beliefs existed and were practiced
alongside those officially sanctioned by the church while educated clergy
condemned some of these as magic many of these practices involved religious
language rituals or objects for instance charms recited to cure illnesses invoked
god and the saints and love spells used consecrated substances such as the
eucharist magic and religion in medieval england explores the entanglement of
magical practices and the clergy during the middle ages uncovering how
churchmen decided which of these practices to deem acceptable and examining
the ways they persuaded others to adopt their views covering the period from

1215 to the reformation catherine rider traces the change in the church s attitude
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to vernacular forms of magic she shows how this period brought the clergy more

closely into contact with unofficial religious practices than ever before and how this

proximity prompted them to draw up precise guidelines on distinguishing magic

from legitimate religion revealing the necessity of improving clerical education and

the pastoral care of the laity magic and religion in medieval england provides a

fascinating picture of religious life during this period

this is a new release of the original 1923 edition
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