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this unique memoir charts the career of the author in the royal navy submarine service during
the period 1967 to 1997 and in doing so details many of the silent service s remarkable
achievements since the end of the second world war and it provides a dramatic first hand
account of the underwater confrontation during the cold war between submarines of the west
and the huge submarine force of the soviet union dan conley narrates the successive stages
from his basic submarine training to taking command of two nuclear attack submarines but he
does not demur from describing the personal and professional difficulties he encountered in
this journey he sets out in detail what life was like serving onboard both diesel and nuclear
submarines  and  in  particular  the  book  describes  the  british  submariner  s  remarkable
transformation from the somewhat buccaneering free spirit serving on a clapped out ww2
boat during the sunset of the british empire to the highly professional individual who spends
prolonged periods under the sea in a platform which matches the complexity of a space craft
the book describes the long and difficult  challenges encountered in  developing effective
weapon  systems  for  the  british  submarine  force  and  discusses  the  difficulties  and
shortcomings in the uk s defense procurement system a situation which still  exists today
ultimately  however  western  technological  superiority  and  crew  proficiency  enabled  the
submarines of the royal and united states navies to match those of the soviet union and he
describes vividly the suspense and tension of underwater confrontations which might so easily
have escalated to another dimension of warfare and the book sets out hitherto undisclosed
details of submarine activities during the 1962 cuban missile crisis when the world confronted
the real possibility of a massive nuclear exchange but it is not all serious content and he also
offers a glimpse for the reader of many humorous situations and events of animals that found
themselves under the sea in a submarine in one case during a war patrol and other moments
of levity that broke the tension of serving in a highly complex and sophisticated fighting
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machine the cold war era is  now long past however it  is  evident that as the west now
confronts an aggressive recidivist russia and a more aggressive china britain s submarine
force once again will be key to the security of all its citizens this fine memoir captures vividly
the key events and history of the cold war and in doing so will open the reader s eyes to the
significance and importance today of the royal navy submarine service praise for the author s
previous work cold war command a wonderful book full of information momentum excitement
and humanity highly recommended the mariner s mirror

issues for include annual air transport progress issue

describes  the  salient  features  and  scientific  uses  of  manned  undersea  vehicles  for  the
specialist and the layman

both the americans and the soviets commence an intense naval search when a trusted and
skilled soviet naval officer defects using the ussr s most valuable nuclear submarine as his
escape vehicle

from the 17th century inventors through the nuclear powered submarines of today this heavily
illustrated volume traces the history of the silent force and the elite corps of men who fought
and often died beneath the waves
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