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technology which has significantly changed western man s way of life over the past century

exerted a powerful influence on american society during the third quarter of the nineteenth

century in this study raymond h merritt focuses on the engineering profession in order to

describe not only the vital role that engineers played in producing a technological society

but also to note the changes they helped to bring about in american education industry

professional  status  world  perspectives  urban  existence  and  cultural  values  during  the

development period of 1850 1875 engineers erected bridges blasted tunnels designed

machines improved rivers and harbors developed utilities necessary for  urban life and

helped  to  bind  the  continent  together  through  new  systems  of  transportation  and

communication as a concomitant to this technological  development states merritt  they

introduced a new set of cultural values that were at once urban and cosmopolitan these

cultural values tended to reflect the engineers experience of mobility so much a part of

their lives and their commitment to efficiency standardization improved living conditions

and a less burdensome life merritt concludes from his study that the rapid growth of the

engineering profession was aided greatly by the introduction of new teaching methods

which emphasized and encouraged the solution of immediate problems schools devoted

exclusively to the education and training of engineers flourished schools such as rensselaer

polytechnic institute and stevens institute of technology moreover business corporations

and governments sought the services of  the engineers to meet the new technological

demands of the day in response they devised methods and materials that went beyond

traditional  techniques  their  specialized  experiences  in  planning  constructing  and

supervising the early operation of these facilities brought them into positions of authority in

the new business concerns since they often were the only qualified men available for the

executive positions of  authority  for  the executive positions of  america s  earliest  large

corporations  these  positions  of  authority  further  extended  their  influence  in  american
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society  engineers  took  a  positive  view  of  administration  developed  systems  of  cost

accounting worked out job descriptions defined levels of responsibility and played a major

role in industrial  consolidation despite their  close association with secular  materialism

merritt notes that many engineers expressed the hope that human peace and happiness

would  result  from  technical  innovation  and  that  they  themselves  could  devote  their

technological knowledge executive experience and newly acquired status to solve some of

the critical problems of communal life having begun merely as had become the planners

and in many cases municipal enterprises which they hoped would turn a land of farms and

cities into a social eden

this volume offers a critical examination of american society in the early 20th century with a

focus  on  social  problems  and  their  underlying  causes  topics  covered  include  poverty

inequality education and crime among others written by a leading social reformer of his

time it remains a relevant and thought provoking work today this work has been selected by

scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we

know it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other

nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity

individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we

concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally

available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank

you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

provides the key source materialshistorical and legalfor understanding the relationship of

church and state the controversies surrounding aid to parochial schools blue laws school

prayer and birth control programs have been central to the ongoing search for the proper

boundary between religious and political authority in america this concise volume features

chronologically organized selections from such official documents as colonial charters court

opinions and legislation along with incisive twentieth century interpretations of the issues

they treat historical figures as diverse as john f kennedy perry miller reinhold niebhur and

paul blanshard together with contemporary ones illuminate the interrelationships between

the legal political and religious structures of american society we encounter controversies

every day that concern school vouchers prayer in schools and stadiums religious symbols in

public spaces and tax support for faith based social initiatives as well as arguments among

advocates of pro choice and pro life positions these and other issues are at the center of an

ongoing search for a means to delineate the interactions among religious and political
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authorities initially in the united states but increasingly in the rest of the world as well this

concise volume presents chronologically organized chapters that include selections from

documents like colonial charters opinions of the supreme court and salient legislation along

with  contemporary  commentary  and  incisive  interpretations  of  the  issues  by  modern

scholars figures as divergent as john winthrop john f kennedy and sandra day oconnor

speak from these pages as directly as paul blanshard reinhold niebuhr john courtney murray

and robert bellah church and state in american history addresses the difficult relationships

among the  political  and  religious  structures  of  our  society  and  the  emergence  of  an

american solution to the church state problem

this up to date fourth edition of the most important and interesting data on a day by day

basis throughout american history includes more than 1 400 new entries with information

on a wide variety of subjects both the important matters supreme court decisions war

events scientific breakthroughs etc and the lesser known but thought provoking incidents

and  phenomena  societal  changes  unexpected  events  that  add  richness  and  depth  to

american history

vols 2 4 11 62 68 include the society s membership list v 55 80 include the journal of

applied  mechanics  also  issued separately  as  contributions  from the  society  s  applied

mechanics division

a  collection  of  poems  with  an  emphasis  on  interpersonal  relations  describing  such

situations as family life divorce and remarriage

this comprehensive resource is an invaluable teaching aid for adding a global dimension to

students understanding of american history it  includes a wide range of materials from

scholarly articles and reports to original syllabi and ready to use lesson plans to guide

teachers in enlarging the frame of introductory american history courses to an international

view  the  contributors  include  well  known  american  history  scholars  as  well  as  gifted

classroom teachers and the book s emphasis on immigration race and gender points to

ways for teachers to integrate international and multicultural education america in the world

and the world in america in their courses the book also includes a views from abroad

section that examines problems and strategies for teaching american history to foreign

audiences  or  recent  immigrants  a  comprehensive  annotated guide directs  teachers  to

additional print and online resources
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excerpt from problems in american society some social studies let the light shine into every

nook and comer and let every piece be tested for if there is anything out of order it is high

time that it be mended and if there is anything which has become obsolete it is high time

that it be cast aside for something better criticism will lead in creativeness and after wild

vagaries will come the saner mood vast improvements in the form and content of human

life will result from this free and intense application of thought to all these questions of

poverty crime education economics and religious co operation it is only by such discussion

that we can hope to reach modes of life individual and corporate on a level with our

intelligence and one of the most hopeful indications of the hour is this growing interest in

all matters which pertain to the problem of living the social impulse which seeks to put a

truth to divine uses is as necessary as the scientific spirit which seeks to discover that truth

about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic

books  find  more  at  forgottenbooks  com this  book  is  a  reproduction  of  an  important

historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the

work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy

in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be

replicated  in  our  edition  we  do  however  repair  the  vast  majority  of  imperfections

successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of

such historical works
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