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this text states that democratic governments must be accountable to the electorate but they must also be subject to restraint and

oversight by other public agencies the state must control itself this text explores how new democracies can achieve this goal

elected affinities provides a new and comprehensive account of politics in postcommunist slovakia and the czech republic and

offers a useful framework for understanding the competing influences of social structure and the contingent decisions of political

leaders in new democracies

inviting in tone and organization but rigorous in its scholarship this collection focuses on the problems successes and multiple
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forms of democracy in latin america

this book evaluates the global status and prospects of democracy with an emphasis on the quality of democratic institutions and the

effectiveness of governance as key conditions for stable democracy bringing together a wide range of the author s work over the

past three decades it  advances a framework for assessing the quality of democracy and it  analyzes alternative measures of

democracy drawing on the most recent data from freedom house it assesses the global state of democracy and freedom as of the

beginning of 2015 and it explains why the world has been experiencing a mild but now deepening recession of democracy and

freedom since 2005 a major theme of the book across the three decades of the author s work is the relationship between democratic

quality and stability democracies break down diamond argues not so much because of economic factors but because of corrupt

inept governance that violates individual rights and the rule of law the best way to secure democracy is to ensure that democracy is

accountable transparent genuinely competitive respectful of individual rights inclusive of diverse forms and sources of participation

and responsive to the needs and aspirations of ordinary citizens viable democracy requires not only a state that can mobilize power

to achieve collective goals but also one that can restrain and punish the abuse of power a particularly steep challenge for poor

countries and those with natural resource wealth the book examines these themes both in broad comparative perspective and with a

deeper analysis of historical trends and future prospects in africa and asia concluding with lessons for sustaining and reforming

policies to promote democracy internationally this book is essential reading for students and scholars interested in democracy as

well as politics and international relations more generally

the news media and the state are locked in a battle of wills in the world s emerging democratic states it is a struggle that will

determine whether or not democracy flourishes or withers in the 21st century using a number of case studies including south africa

this book evaluates what is at stake

this volume on democratic accountability addresses one of the burning issues on the agenda of policy makers and citizens in

contemporary latin america in much of latin america disenchantment and cynicism have set in regarding the quality of elected

governments raising the prospect of a new round of democratic erosion and breakdowns one of the important emerging challenges

for improving the quality of democracy resolves around how to build more effective mechanisms of accountability a widespread

perception prevails in much of the region that government officials are not sufficiently subject to routinized controls by oversight

agencies corruption lack of oversight impunity of state actors and improper use of public resources are major problems in most

countries of the region dealing with these issues is paramount to restoring and deepening democratic legitimacy the fundamental

question in this volume is how democratic leaders in latin america can improve accountability while simultaneously promoting

governmental effectiveness these issues have acquired urgency in contemporary latin america because of heightened public concern

about corruption and improper governmental actions on the one hand yet on the other uncertainty about the potential tradeoff

between tightened accountability of officials and effective policy results the volume enhances understanding of three key issues

first it enriches understanding of the state of non electoral forms of democratic accountability in contemporary latin america what

are some of the major shortcoming in democratic accountability how can they be addressed what are some major innovations in the

efforts to enhance democratic accountability a second contribution of the volume is conceptual accountability is a key concept in
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the social sciences yt its meaning varies widely form one author to the next the authors in this volume especially in the first four

chapters explicitly debate how bet  to define and delimit  the concept finally the volume also furthers understanding of the

interactions between various mechanism and institutions of accountability many of the authors address how electoral accountability

the accountability of elected officials to the voters interact with the forms of accountability in which state agencies oversee and

sanction public officials the volume provides extensive treatment of this important but hitherto under explored interaction

why are citizens increasingly dissatisfied with democracy and what does this mean for the future of democratic governance this

book investigates the causes and consequences of democratic dissatisfaction throughout different western and non western countries

by examining a wide range of cases it explores how factors such as polarization populism and the erosion of trust in democratic

institutions are driving this discontent and how these forces differ across various political contexts offering a mixture of case

studies comparative analyses and large n statistical analyses the book explores the drivers of democratic dissatisfaction across

different countries and examines the consequences for political participation electoral outcomes and institutional legitimacy it

provides a global analysis of how citizens trust in democracy shapes its stability covering all major regions of the world this book

uncovers the troubling trends of declining democratic quality and examines the potential long term risks for global democratic

stability an essential reading for scholars policymakers and anyone concerned about the future of democracy this book offers a

comprehensive framework for understanding the challenges of modern democratic governance

the contributors not only study state breakdown but compare the consequences of post communism with those of post colonialism
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