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by any measure harold ickes was one of the towering figures of the new deal with
remarkable energy and a genius for organization he transformed a tradition bound
much maligned department of the interior into a progressive and highly respected
organization he was known for his sharp wit and brilliant intellect he could be crusty
temperamental and self righteous and he was just the kind of tenacious fighter fdr
needed in this political biography of the nation s most influential secretary of the
interior jeanne clarke examines harold ickes s tenure in the roosevelt administration
and his role as a powerful champion of new deal policies she offers an unprecedented
examination of the internal conflicts that raged within roosevelt s bureaucracy and
provides new insights into the public career and private life of fdr s liberal lightning
rod ickes led the interior department for all of roosevelt s thirteen years in the white
house a tenure longer than any interior secretary before or since soon after his
appointment as secretary in 1933 ickes took on the added duties and political clout of
public works administrator and oil administrator as a popular public speaker he was
an important player in fdr s reelection campaigns he often deflected criticism and
attention away from the president by assuming the role of the administration s
hatchet man in a variety of ways clarke concludes ickes helped to define the role of the
modern political executive roosevelt s warrior is also a revealing look at fdr himself
clarke describes the president as a figure so genuinely attractive that he managed to
keep even self styled curmudgeons like ickes orbiting around him tothis day clarke
notes fdr has the capacity to attract our attention and influence our political life this
study of his close friend and political partner harold ickes helps to explain why

the second volume of the secret diary of harold | ickes carries his story of the new deal
from the 1936 election where the first volume stopped through the outbreak of war in
europe in september 1939 a third volume covering the 1940 election and the period
up to pearl harbor will be published in the fall of 1954 publisher s note in volume 2

the second volume of the secret diary of harold | ickes carries his story of the new deal
from the 1936 election where the first volume stopped through the outbreak of war in
europe in september 1939 a third volume covering the 1940 election and the period
up to pearl harbor will be published in the fall of 1954 publisher s note in volume 2

born in rural western pennsylvania harold leclair ickes 1874 1952 son of a gambler
womanizer drunk father and of a strictly reared presbyterian mother grew up
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desperately poor and desperately ambitious he became a chicago newsman during its
gilded era a key figure in the progressive party and in fdr s cabinet became america s
longest serving and most influential interior secretary as interior secretary he helped
change the face of america forging that department into the most powerful tool for
the protection of our lands he was also a major force in reshaping the character and
quality of american society often seeming to speak ex cathedra as the conscience of
fdr s administration opinionated vigorously outspoken as impassioned defending
minorities as defending our wild places ickes who happily styled himself the old
curmudgeon was arguably the most controversial and most beloved figure in the new
deal when ickes wrote his first column in the new republic the editors of the magazine
introduced him on may 2 1949 as old enough to be called an elder statesman but he is
too salty for that label he himself has cheerfully accepted the epithet of curmudgeon
which likewise is insufficient to his case a more accurate description would be that he
is america s most venerable progressive and one of the stoutest fighters at any age
for justice and good government righteous pilgrim was a non fiction national book
award finalist in 1990 and received the los angeles times book prize for biography in
1991 and was a finalist for thenational book critics circle award an outstanding
biography that is also a major work of social history spanning the first half of the 20th
century ickes was a courageous public servant who in righteous pilgrim receives long
overdue recognition herbert mitgang the new york times highly successful written in a
delightful conversational style that disquises the impressive scholarly research that
went into its preparation this is an appreciative biography of a man who was so
temperamental thin skinned and bluntly outspoken that he acknowledged these traits
himself this thoughtful readable and yet gripping book is so persuasive it may well
force a more positive reassessment of the new deal righteous pilgrim is likely to be
one of the most significant histories of the progressive and new deal reform impulse
to appear in a decade howard r lamar washington post an elegant and exhaustive
new biography of ickes using primary sources such as the diary ickes religiously
maintained through most of his life with great sensitivity watkins provides an
astonishingly intimate portrait of a public man watkins editor of the wilderness society
magazine wilderness is a wonderfully skillful writer as watkins powerfully
demonstrates in this rewarding and illuminating work ickes had no shortage of ego
but his real fuel was conviction burning at an octane hardly ever seen in washington
any more ronald brownstein los angeles times an engaging monumental biography
publishers weekly researched with amazing thoroughness and organized with a sure
hand this will undoubtedly prove to be the definitive work on harold | ickes watkins
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portrays the currents of political maneuvering that swirled and eddied about ickes
with admirable clarity a complex fascinating and convincing portrait kirkus reviews a
worthy well written biography clayton r koppes reviews in american history harold
ickes was one of the most interesting political figures of the first half of the twentieth
century and t h watkins vividly sets forth both the complexities of his personality and
personal life and the remarkable scope of his achievements frank freidel a superbly
written story of the preeminent progressive of this century i couldn t put it down
stewart | udall righteous pilgrim is one of those rare and wonderful biographies that
are at once incisive portraiture and important social history wallace stegner harold
ickes stomps across the pages of t h watkins s biography as one of the most arresting
and essential figures of the american twentieth century frederick turner at last a
biography worthy of its extraordinary subject vivid impassioned larger than life
geoffrey c ward

the second volume of the secret diary of harold | ickes carries his story of the new deal
from the 1936 election where the first volume stopped through the outbreak of war in
europe in september 1939 a third volume covering the 1940 election and the period
up to pearl harbor will be published in the fall of 1954 publisher s note in volume 2
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either in the public
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distribution, or provided
by authors and publishers
with the right to share
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copyrighted material
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and free of formatting
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fresh realms, concepts,
and encounters.

We comprehend the

The Secret Diary Of Harold L Ickes The First Thousand Days 1933 1936



The Secret Diary Of Harold L Ickes The First Thousand Days 1933 1936

excitement of uncovering
something fresh. That's
why we regularly update
our library, ensuring you
have access to Systems
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