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taliban s return to power in august of 2021 caused everyone to ask why the two decades of
institution building in afghanistan failed this book investigates the root causes of failed
reforms in an important area of reform trade and credit institutions it explains why the
efforts to reform and regulate the economic institutions in afghanistan failed and what we
can learn from their failure it draws on more than eighty interviews with afghan merchants
business leaders money dealers and government officials in five major provinces of
afghanistan to identify the barriers to access to credit and to understand the performance
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of formal institutions banks and their informal counterparts this book finds that afghan
merchants were often unable to benefit from the offerings of formal institutions for three
reasons a highly volatile business climate uncertain contract enforcement and an
unsupportive property rights system several informal institutions have emerged that
alleviate some of the credit constraints on afghan merchants these informal institutions
include risk sharing trade credit operations money dealers short term working capital loans
gerawee and sar qufli although these informal institutions have helped afghan merchants
survive they are unable to support economic growth this book argues that countries like
afghanistan should solve their institutional dilemma by adopting an approach which the
author calls grounded institutional reform using this approach a country would formalize
existing informal institutions a development that would vastly increase their effectiveness
while this book focuses on credit and trade in afghanistan the analysis of formalizing the
informal can easily be extended to solve other types of economic problems in similarly
situated countries this book should be of great interest to scholars policymakers and
development workers in the field of law finance and development

this book assembles the works of scholars from around the world forming a contextual
demonstration of the increasing encounters and tensions among legal cultures in offering
different approaches to an understanding of transnational law the chapters also bring out
the important consequences of a more global outlook in legal scholarship legal practice
and legal education

throughout theoharis raises serious questions about the extralegal nature of the fbi s
activities and its troubling implications for the rule of law in america which threaten both
civil liberties and democracy itself drawing deeply upon primary sources including
declassified documents his work should help all americans reevaluate the fbi and its
proper role in our society book jacket

official organ of the book trade of the united kingdom

one of the largest and most feared military forces in the world the red army was a key
player in advancing the cause of soviet socialism rising out of revolutionary era citizen
militias it aspired to the greatness needed to confront its cold war adversaries but was
woefully unprepared to change with the times in this first comprehensive study of the
soviet officer corps roger reese traces the history of the red army from civil war triumph
through near decimation in world war ii and demoralizing quagmire in afghanistan to the
close scrutiny it came under during gorbachev s reform era reese takes readers inside the
red army to reconstruct the social and institutional dynamics that shaped its leadership
and effectiveness over seventy three years he depicts the lives of these officers by
revealing their class origins life experiences party loyalty and attitudes toward
professionalism he tells how these men were shaped by russian culture and soviet politics
and how the communist party dominated every aspect of their careers but never allowed
them the autonomy they needed to cultivate a high level of military effectiveness despite
its struggle to develop and maintain professionalism the officer corps was often hampered
by factors inextricably intertwined with the soviet state marxist theory revolutionary
ideology friction between party and non party members and the influence of the army s
political administration organs reese shows that by rejecting the western bourgeois model
of military professionalism the state greatly limited its officer corps ability to develop a
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more effective military while a sense of group identity emerged among officers after world
war ii it quickly lost relevance in the face of postwar challenges especially the war in
afghanistan which underscored fatal flaws in command leadership red commanders offers
new insight into the workings of a military giant and also restores leon trotsky to his
rightful place in soviet military history by featuring his ideas on building a new army from
the ground up it is an important look behind the scenes at a military establishment that
continues to face leadership challenges in russia today
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