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since its publication in germany manfred clauss s introduction to the roman mithras cult has
become widely accepted as the most reliable as well as the most readable account of its
elusive and fascinating subject for the english edition the author has revised the work to take

account of recent research and new archaeological discoveries the mystery cult of mithras first
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became evident in rome towards the end of the first century ad during the next two centuries
carried by its soldier and merchant devotees it spread to the frontier of the western empire
from britain to bosnia perhaps because of odd similarities between the cult and their own
religion the early christians energetically suppressed it frequently constructing churches over
the caves mithraea in which its rituals took place by the end of the fourth century the cult was
extinct professor clauss draws on the archaeological evidence from over 400 temples and their
contents including over a thousand representations of ritual in sculpure and painting to seek an
understanding of the nature and purpose of the cult and what its mysteries and secret rites of
initiation and sacrifice meant to its devotees in doing so he introduces the reader to the nature
of the polytheistic societies of the roman empire in which relations and distinctions between
gods and mortals now seem strangely close and blurred he also considers the connections of
mithraicism with astrology and examines how far it can be seen as a direct descendant of the
ancient cult of mitra the persian god of contract cattle and light the book combines imaginative
insight with coherent argument it is well structured accessibly written and extensively illustrated
richard gordon the translator and himself a distinguished scholar of the subject has provided a
bibliography of further reading for anglophone readers

includes pictures includes ancient accounts describing mithras includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading includes a table of contents it is as though the living tradition
and written records of christianity had disappeared from the world for fifteen hundred years
and there remained to us only a few hundred monuments and the ruins of some three score
churches what could we glean from these of the doctrines of the faith how from such meagre
remains could we reconstruct the story of the god the saving doctrines the rituals the liturgies g
r s mead the mysteries of mithra in the early roman empire as christianity struggled to gain a
foothold and survive in the polytheistic pool of roman theology its greatest rivals weren t the
caesars or the roman aristocracy but rather the faith and devotion of the common roman
legionary the faith of these men was centered on the god mithras who they believed led them
to victory upon the field of battle and had done so for nearly four centuries despite this
widespread belief among soldiers the cult of mithras was not a creation of the romans although
they would eventually add their own rituals and mysteries to the ancient religion in fact the
mithraic religion was an indo persian creation a theology which managed to travel from india

and back into the hellenic and roman world by way of alexander the great s conquest of the
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persian empire eventually the cult of mithras would spread across the ancient world and
mithras would be worshiped from the mountains of india to the coasts of spain as a result the
cult of mithras could ultimately be found in every corner of the roman empire the mithras cult
was one of the many mystery religions that the romans adopted several of which came from
cultures outside of rome isis an egyptian goddess and cybele an anatolian goddess were both
popular with roman women while mithras which was a variation of the name of the zoroastrian
demigod mithra was popular with roman soldiers and the political elite for over 400 years since
the mithras cult like all of the roman mystery cults was esoteric in nature the exact nature of
the influence other cultures had on the cult remains unknown but some archaeological
evidence has led modern scholars to make educated deductions some believe that the
conscription of persian soldiers into the roman army and continued contact between the
parthians and romans led to some members of the ever eclectic roman society adopting the
cult directly from the parthian zoroastrian religion clark 2001 157 this seems like the most
plausible explanation but others have argued that the mithras cult was actually a roman
religion that was given a parthian faade to make it appear more exotic in order to attract
romans who were enthralled with eastern spirituality clark 2001 157 the best evidence to
determine the origins of the mithras cult can be found in the many temples throughout europe
that the romans erected to the god these temples known as mithraea were subterranean
chambers where the secret rituals of the cult took place the best evidence from extant
mithraea are the reliefs on the altars which depict a graphic mythological story the altar reliefs
usually depict the god slaughtering a bull and often accompanied by a leaping dog clark 2001
158 the references to zoroastrian theology are unmistakable the bull slaughter is similar to an
account from a zoroastrian text the bundahishen while dogs were viewed as asha animals in
zoroastrian theology and an important part of the funerary ritual clark 2001 158 the detailed
iconography on the mithras altars suggests that the inventors of the mithras cult had more than
just a superficial knowledge of zoroastrianism which in turn indicates a provenance of the

religion somewhere in persian or parthia

attilio mastrocinque explains the mysteries of mithras in a new way as a transformation of
mazdean elements into an ideological and religious reading of augustus story the author
shows that the character of mithras played the role of apollo in favoring augustus victory and

the birth of the roman empire
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since its publication in germany manfred clauss s introduction to the roman mithras cult has
become widely accepted as the most reliable as well as the most readable account of its
elusive and fascinating subject for the english edition the author has revised the work to take
account of recent research and new archaeological discoveries the mystery cult of mithras first
became evident in rome towards the end of the first century ad during the next two centuries
carried by its soldier and merchant devotees it spread to the frontier of the western empire
from britain to bosnia perhaps because of odd similarities between the cult and their own
religion the early christians energetically suppressed it frequently constructing churches over
the caves mithraea in which its rituals took place by the end of the fourth century the cult was
extinct professor clauss draws on the archaeological evidence from over 400 temples and their
contents including over a thousand representations of ritual in sculpure and painting to seek an
understanding of the nature and purpose of the cult and what its mysteries and secret rites of
initiation and sacrifice meant to its devotees in doing so he introduces the reader to the nature
of the polytheistic societies of the roman empire in which relations and distinctions between
gods and mortals now seem strangely close and blurred he also considers the connections of
mithraicism with astrology and examines how far it can be seen as a direct descendant of the
ancient cult of mitra the persian god of contract cattle and light the book combines imaginative
insight with coherent argument it is well structured accessibly written and extensively illustrated
richard gordon the translator and himself a distinguished scholar of the subject has provided a

bibliography of further reading for anglophone readers

this book is the first full cognitive history of an ancient religious practice in this ground breaking
study on one of the most intriguing and mysterious cults olympia panagiotidou with
contributions from roger beck shows how cognitive historiography can supplement our
historical knowledge and deepen our understanding of past cultural phenomena the cult of the
sun god mithras which spread widely across the graeco roman world at the same time as other
mystery cults offered its devotees certain images and assumptions about reality initiation into
the mysteries of mithras and participation in the life of the cult significantly affected and
transformed the ways in which the initiated perceived themselves the world and their position
within it the cult s major ideas were conveyed mainly through its symbolic complexes the
ancient written testimonies and other records are not adequate to establish a definitive

reconstruction of mithraic theologies and the meaning of its complex symbolic structures the
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roman mithras cult identifies the cognitive and psychological processes which would have
taken place in the minds and bodies of the mithraists during their initiation and participation in
the mysteries enabling the perception apprehension and integration of the essential images
and assumptions of the cult in its worldview system the roman mithras cult a cognitive
approach is the first full cognitive history of an ancient religion that highlights how cognitive
historiography can supplement our historical knowledge and deepen our understanding of past
cultural phenomenon the cult of the sun god mithras which spread widely across the greco
roman world at the same time as other mystery cults and christianity offered to its devotees
certain images and assumptions about reality initiation into the mysteries of mithras and
participation in the life of the cult significantly affected and transformed the ways in which the
initiates perceived themselves the world and their position within it the cult s major ideas were
conveyed mainly through its major symbolic complexes the ancient written testimonies and
other records are not adequate to establish a definitive reconstruction of mithraic theologies
and the meaning of its complex symbolic structures filling this gap the roman mithras cult a
cognitive approach identifies the cognitive and psychological processes which took place in the

minds and bodies of the mithraists during their initiation a

the traditional grand narrative correlating the decline of graeco roman religion with the rise of
christianity has been under pressure for three decades this book argues that the alternative
accounts now emerging significantly underestimate the role of three major cults of cybele and
attis isis and serapis and mithras although their differences are plain these cults present
sufficient common features to justify their being taken typologically as a group all were
selective adaptations of much older cults of the fertile crescent it was their relative
sophistication their combination of the imaginative power of unfamiliar myth with distinctive
ritual performance and ethical seriousness that enabled them both to focus and to articulate a
sense of the autonomy of religion from the socio political order a sense they shared with early
christianity the notion of mystery was central to their ability to navigate the weberian shift from

ritualist to ethical salvation

preliminary material vivienne j walters the sites of mithraic sanctuaries vivienne j walters the
dedicants of mithraic monuments vivienne j walters mithraic representations on pottery
vivienne j walters mithras and the gods of gaul vivienne j walters mithraic inscriptions and

monuments vivienne j walters rejected monuments vivienne j walters mithraic representations
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on pottery vivienne j walters addendum vivienne j walters indexes vivienne j walters list of

plates vivienne j walters plates i x| vivienne j walters

an overview of mithraism the ancient roman mystery religion popular in the roman legions
provides a comprehensive history of mithraism including its influence on christianity and islam
includes rituals meditations and teaching tales for readers who wish to follow the mithraic path
studies the evolution and divergence of the eastern persian and western roman forms of
mithraism the mysteries of mithras presents a revival of the magical practices and initiatory
system of mithraism the ancient roman mystery religion that was immensely popular in the
roman legions from the late second century b ¢ until a d 400 and was taken to every corner of
the roman empire as the last pagan state religion in europe it was the most important
competitor to early christianity and heavily influenced christian doctrine and symbolism the
parallels between christianity and ancient mithraism are striking for example the god mithra
was born of a virgin in a cave on december 25 payam nabarz reveals the history origins and
spiritual and philosophical tenets of mithraism and its connections to christianity islam and
freemasonry he also describes the modern neo pagan practice of mithraism in evidence today
and for readers who wish to adopt the mithraic path he includes seven of its initiatory rituals
and meditations as well as orations and teaching tales that open the door to the seven mithraic

grades of passage

the decline of mithraism in the fourth century ad is used as a case study for understanding the
end of other classes of paganism in the roman western provinces the author reviews
epigraphic and numismatic evidence to date the final uses of mithraea he then discusses
examples of wilful damage to mithraic monuments drawing all this archaeological evidence into
a historical framework sauer argues that rather than losing its social function as the roman
army became splintered mithraism was a healthy religion with active shrines until the very late
fourth century rather than fading away its desecrated monuments indicate that the religion was
the victim of a sustained christian attack which was also directed at other established faiths in

the western provinces

in the cult of mithras in late antiquity david walsh explores how the cult of mithras developed
across the 3rd and 4th centuries a d and why by the early 5th century the cult had completely

disappeared contrary to the traditional narrative that the cult was violently persecuted out of
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existence by christians walsh demonstrates that the cult s decline was a far more gradual
process that resulted from a variety of factors he also challenges the popular image of the cult
as a monolithic entity highlighting how by the 4th century mithras had come to mean different

things to different people in different places

with a history of use extending back to vedic texts of the second millennium bc derivations of
the name mithra appear in the roman empire across sasanian persia and in the kushan empire
of southern afghanistan and northern india during the first millennium ad even today this name
has a place in yazidi and zoroastrian religion but what connection have mihr in persia miiro in
kushan bactria and mithras in the roman empire to one another over the course of the volume
specialists in the material culture of these diverse regions explore appearances of the name
mithra from six distinct locations in antiquity in a subversion of the usual historical process the
authors begin not from an assessment of texts but by placing images of mithra at the heart of
their analysis careful consideration of each example s own context situating it in the broader
scheme of religious traditions and on going cultural interactions is key to this discussion such
an approach opens up a host of potential comparisons and interpretations that are often side
lined in historical accounts what images of mithra offers is a fresh approach to the ways in
which gods were labelled and depicted in the ancient world through an emphasis on material
culture a more nuanced understanding of the processes of religious formation is proposed in
what is but the first part of the visual conversations series

over the course of the second century ce worship of the persianate god mithras swept across
the whole of the roman empire with its distinctive traces preserved in the material record
including cave like sanctuaries and images of mithras stabbing a bull the cult has long been
examined to reconstruct the thought systems of mithraism its theology through such
monumental trappings this volume starts from the premise that like much religion in the roman
world the cult of mithras must be examined through its practices the ritual craft knowledge
which enabled those rites and the social structures thus created what did mithras worshippers
do how do we explain the unity and diversity of practices observed archaeology has the
potential to answer these questions and shed new light on mithras worship presenting new
discoveries higher resolution archaeological data on finds and assemblages and re evaluations
of older discoveries this volume charts new paths forward in understanding one of the roman

empire s most distinctive cults
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known as mitra to the indians mithra and zarathustra zoroaster in greek to the iranians and
mithras to the romans this is the oldest of all living deities mithras was recognized as the
greatest rival of christianity a greater threat even than the religion of isis if rome had not
become christian it would have become mithrasian mithraisians had a sacrament that included
wine as a symbol of sacrificial blood bread in wafers or small loaves marked with a cross was
used to symbolize flesh the priestly symbols were a staff a ring a hat and a hooked sword
members were called brothers and priests were called father mithras was born on december
25th he offered salvation based on faith compassion knowledge and valor he appealed to the
poor the slave and the freeman as well as to the roman aristocracy the militia and even to
some emperors the christians sacked his temples burned his books and attacked his followers
they desecrated his temples and built their own churches on the same foundations as the old
mithraic temples cooper examines mithras and his religion in the most complete study ever
done he explores the various forms of this godworshiped from lisbon to modrn bangladesh
from the scottish border to the russian steppesand investigates the worship this is an exciting
journey into living mythology the history of a living god and will fascinate modern western
readers who want to know more about the spiritual pathwhether they want to better understand
contemporary christianity the basis of many contemporary ideaologies mythology or the

western mystery tradition

preliminary material introduction the bull slaying scene as a series of equatorial constellations
mithras orion the image of the heavens and the cult icon greek hero roman god conclusion
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read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire libraries
in their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks,

free ebook sites have

emerged as a popular choice.

These sites offer a treasure
trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the
cost. But what makes these
sites so valuable, and where
can you find the best ones?
Let's dive into the world of

free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer

numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save
you money. Buying books
can be expensive, especially
if you're an avid reader. Free
ebook sites allow you to
access a vast array of books

without spending a dime.
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Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world,
you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an internet

connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and range

of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000

titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in

the public domain.
Open Library

Open Library aims to have a
webpage for every book ever
published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a
fantastic resource for

readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to
search and preview millions
of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While
not all books are available for

free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers

books in multiple formats.
BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business
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books, making it an excellent
resource for students and

professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is
crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your

devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated content.
Pirated ebooks not only harm
authors and publishers but

can also pose security risks.
Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software
and keep your devices
updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden

in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal

considerations when
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downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright

laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational

purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and scholarly

articles.
Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking to
programming, making these
sites great for personal
development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,

free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different grade

levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something for

everyone.
Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers, the
fiction section is brimming

with options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and

more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range of
subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books to

young adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance

accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those who

prefer listening to reading.
Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size
to suit your reading comfort,
making it easier for those

with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into
audio, providing an

alternative way to enjoy
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books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your
ebook reading experience,

consider these tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your favorite

titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library

across multiple devices, so

you can pick up right where
you left off, no matter which

device you're using.

Challenges and

Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available for
free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy can
be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between

devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor
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connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
technology continues to

advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing
and reading ebooks even
more seamless and

enjoyable.
Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help more
people benefit from free

ebook sites.
Role in Education

As educational resources
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become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in

learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites
offer an incredible opportunity
to access a wide range of
books without the financial
burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of

knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public
domain or have the rights to

distribute them. How do |

know if an ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known and
reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library,
and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site
has proper security
measures. Can | download
ebooks to any device? Most
free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple
formats, making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer audiobooks,
which are perfect for those
who prefer listening to their
books. How can | support
authors if | use free ebook
sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their
books when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing their

work with others.
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