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the lives of texts exploring the metaphor examines various instances of textual
subsistence implied by the title drawing on the parallel between a text and a living
organism the contributors analyze various literary texts ranging from the middle ages
to postmodernity as well as film adaptations and the graphic novel apart from the
works of canonical writers attention is also drawn to some long forgotten authors
along with the most recent instances of popular literature and culture the exploration
of the title metaphor allows the contributors to trace life like phenomena e g textual
birth maturation dissemination death and resurrection in the texts of writers so
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remote from each other as layamon thomas more mary shelley charles williams ursula
le guin a s byatt peter ackroyd iain banks j k rowling or neil gaiman

introduction the life of paper the inventions of china imagined genealogies for all who
cannot arrive detained alien enemy mail examined censorship and the work of art
where they barbed the fourth corner open ephemeral value and disused commodities
uses of the profane

landscape has long had a submerged presence within anthropology both as a framing
device which informs the way the anthropologist brings his or her study into view and
as the meaning imputed by local people to their cultural and physical surroundings a
principal aim of this volume follows from these interconnected ways of considering
landscape the conventional western notion of landscape may be used as a productive
point of departure from which to explore analogous ideas local ideas can in turn
reflexively be used to interrogate the western construct the introduction argues that
landscape should be conceptualized as a cultural process a process located between
place and space foreground actuality and background potentiality image and
representation in the chapters that follow nine noted anthropologists and an art
historian exemplify this approach drawing on a diverse set of case studies these
range from an analysis of indian calendar art to an account of israeli nature tourism
and from the creation of a metropolitan gaze in nineteenth century paris to the
soundscapes particular to the papua new guinean rainforests the anthropological
perspectives developed here are of cross disciplinary relevance geographers art
historians and archaeologists will be no less interested than anthropologists in this re

envisaging of the notion of landscape
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