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this book is a concise introduction to the growing field of philosophy of
psychiatry divided into the three main aspects of psychiatric clinical
judgement wvalues meanings and facts it examines the key debates about
mental health care and the philosophical ideas and tools needed to assess
those debates



The Oxford Handbook Of Philosophy And Psychiatry

philosophy has much to offer psychiatry not least regarding ethical
issues but also issues regarding the mind identity wvalues and volition
this has become only more important as we have witnessed the growth and
power of the pharmaceutical industry accompanied by developments in the
neurosciences however too few practising psychiatrists are familiar with
the literature in this area the oxford handbook of philosophy and
psychiatry offers the most comprehensive reference resource for this area
ever published it assembles challenging and insightful contributions from
key philosophers and others to the interactive fields of philosophy and
psychiatry each contributions is original stimulating thorough and
clearly and engagingly written with no potentially significant
philosophical stone left unturned broad in scope the book includes
coverage of several areas of philosophy including philosophy of mind
science and ethics for philosophers and psychiatrists the oxford handbook
of philosophy and psychiatry is a landmark publication in the field one
that will be of value to both students and researchers in this rapidly
growing area

this is the first introductory textbook of its kind devoted to philosophy
of psychiatry offering a thorough and accessible investigation of the
conceptual and philosophical problems at the heart of psychiatric
practice and research while it applies some of the long standing concerns
of philosophy to the mental health professions it also investigates
philosophical problems and issues that have arisen more recently from
careful examination of psychiatric phenomena divided into two parts
philosophy of psychiatric practice and research and philosophy and
psychopathology the book s 12 chapters cover topics like the ontological
status of mental illness philosophical issues in diagnosis the role of
culture in psychiatry and the relationship between mental illness and
personal identity as well as explore foundational problems in studying
well known psychopathologies like schizophrenia depression and addiction
all chapters include initial overviews and concluding summaries and a
list of suggested readings key features two part structure divided
between 1 philosophy of psychiatric practice and research and 2
philosophy and psychopathology presents a clear yet distinctive picture
of the field offers a unified style and vision throughout with easy to
follow segues from chapter to chapter pedagogical features include
chapter overviews and summaries discussion questions and sections for
further reading

this groundbreaking volume of original essays presents fresh avenues of
inquiry at the intersection of philosophy and psychiatry contributors
draw from a variety of fields including evolutionary psychiatry
phenomenology biopsychosocial models psychoanalysis neuroscience
neuroethics behavioral economics and virtue theory philosophy and
psychiatry s unique structure consists of two parts in the first
philosophers write five lead essays with replies from psychiatrists in
the second part this arrangement 1is reversed the result 1is an
interdisciplinary exchange that allows for direct discourse and a volume
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at the forefront of defining an emerging discipline philosophy and
psychiatry will be of interest to professionals in philosophy and
psychiatry as well as mental health researchers and clinicians

this is a comprehensive volume of essays by leading thinkers that
explores the newly emerging interdisciplinary field of the philosophy of
psychiatry

this wvolume represents the results of the sixteenth international
conference for philosophy psychiatry and psychology entitled neuroscience
logic and mental development this edited collection brings together
selected plenary and keynote papers from the conference and represents a
major contribution to an interdisciplinary dialogue in mental health
through the use of new philosophical tools emerging from neuroscience
clinical psychology phenomenology and epistemology the papers gathered in
this volume are divided into four parts depending on their disciplinary
paradigm the papers included in part i are focused on advances in
neuroscience and neuroimaging as theoretical underpinnings for progress
in psychiatric and psychological explanations special attention is paid
here to the <critical reappraisal of current approaches to the
implementation of neuroscience in mental health some of these papers end
with suggestions for modifications to contemporary research programs the
papers belonging to part ii contribute to the psychological understanding
of mental disorders particularly personality disorders parts iii and iv
trace the implications of phenomenology and epistemology for the
improvement of an interdisciplinary pluralogue in psychiatry

first published in 2000 philosophy psychiatry and psychopathy was highly
topical in tackling the interface of applied philosophy and psychiatry at
a time when government and clinicians were giving careful consideration
to new forms of treatment for people with psychopathic disorder the book
brings together contributions from lawyers philosophers psychiatrists and
clinical managers to explore the inter related conceptual and political
implications of psychopathy philosophy psychiatry and psychopathy will
appeal to those with an interest in the history and development of
theories and research relating to philosophy and psychiatry

technology has had and will continue to have a major effect on the field
of psychiatry in diagnosis treatment and prevention in a collection of
stimulating and thought provoking chapters this book exams how technology
has come to influence and drive psychiatry forward and considers at just
what cost these developments have been made

psychiatry and philosophy of science explores conceptual issues in
psychiatry from the perspective of analytic philosophy of science through
an examination of those features of psychiatry that distinguish it from
other sciences for example its contested subject matter its particular
modes of explanation its multiple different theoretical frameworks and
its research links with big business rachel cooper explores some of the
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many conceptual metaphysical and epistemological issues that arise in
psychiatry she shows how these pose interesting challenges for the
philosopher of science while also showing how ideas from the philosophy
of science can help to solve conceptual problems within psychiatry cooper
s discussion ranges over such topics as the nature of mental illnesses
the treatment decisions and diagnostic categories of psychiatry the case
history as a form of explanation how psychiatry might be value laden the
claim that psychiatry is a multi paradigm science the distortion of
psychiatric research by pharmaceutical industries as well as engaging
with the fundamental question whether the mind is reducible to something
at the physical level psychiatry and philosophy of science demonstrates
that cross disciplinary contact between philosophy of science and
psychiatry can be immensely productive for both subjects and it will be
required reading for mental health professionals and philosophers alike

psychiatry is unique in medicine in being on the border between science
and the humanities science provides insight into the causes of a problem
enabling us to formulate an explanation while the humanities provide
insight into its meanings and helps with our understanding the new
interdisciplinary field of philosophy of psychiatry has developed to
explore the range of issues relevant to this border country the oxford
textbook of philosophy and psychiatry is a unique textbook which provides
a detailed introduction to the field a framework for study and skill
development and an overview of current research it focuses on case
studies in 5 key topic areas each case study 1is supported by selected
readings from both philosophy and mental health thinking skills exercises
self test questions key learning points and detailed guides to further
reading

this book explores the central questions and themes lying at the heart of
a vibrant area of philosophical inquiry aligning core 1issues in
psychiatry with traditional philosophical areas it presents a focused
overview of the historical and contemporary problems dominating the
philosophy of psychiatry beginning with an introduction to philosophy of
psychiatry the book addresses what psychiatry is and distinguishes it
from other areas of medical practice other health care professions and
psychology with each section of the companion corresponding to a
philosophical subject contributors systematically cover relevant topics
in philosophy of mind philosophy of science ethics social and political
philosophy metaphysics epistemology phenomenology and philosophy of
medicine looking ahead to new research directions chapters address recent
issues including the metaphysics of mental disorders gender and race in
psychiatry and psychiatric ethics featuring discussion qguestions
suggestions for further reading and an annotated bibliography the
bloomsbury companion to philosophy of psychiatry is an accessible survey
of the debates and developments in the field suitable for undergraduates
in philosophy and professional philosophers new to philosophy of
psychiatry
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it is only in the past 20 years that the concept of recovery from mental
health has been more widely considered and researched before then it was
generally considered that stability was the best that anyone suffering
from a mental disorder could hope for but now it is recognised that
throughout their mental illness many patients develop new beliefs
feelings wvalues attitudes and ways of dealing with their disorder the
notion of recovery from mental illness is thus rapidly being accepted and
is inserting more hope into mainstream psychiatry and other parts of the
mental health care system around the world yet in spite of conceptual and
other challenges that this notion raises including a variety of
interpretations there is scarcely any systematic philosophical discussion
of it this book is unique in addressing philosophical issues including
conceptual challenges and opportunities raised by the notion of recovery
of people with mental illness such recovery particularly in relation to
serious mental illness such as schizophrenia is often not about cure and
can mean different things to different people for example it can mean
symptom alleviation ability to work or the striving toward mental well
being with or without symptoms the book addresses these different
meanings and their philosophical grounds bringing to the fore
perspectives of people with mental illness and their families as well as
perspectives of philosophers mental health care providers and researchers
among others the important new work will contribute to further research
reflective practice and policy making in relation to the recovery of
people with mental illness it is essential reading for philosophers of
health psychiatrists and other mental care providers as well as policy
makers

experts discuss topics associated with philosophy of psychiatry and
psychology

psychiatry has long struggled with the nature of its diagnoses the
problems raised by questions about the nature of psychiatric illness are
particularly fascinating because they sit at the intersection of
philosophy empirical psychiatric psychological research measurement
theory historical tradition and policy in being the only medical
specialty that diagnoses and treats mental illness psychiatry has been
subject to major changes in the last 150 years this book explores the
forces that have shaped these changes and especially how substantial
internal advances 1in our knowledge of the nature and causes of
psychiatric illness have interacted with a plethora of external forces
that have impacted on the psychiatric profession it includes
contributions from philosophers of science with an interest in psychiatry
psychiatrists and psychologists with expertise in the history of their
field and historians of psychiatry each chapter is accompanied by an
introduction and a commentary the result is a dynamic discussion about
the nature of psychiatric disorders and a book that is compelling reading
for those in the field of mental health history of science and medicine
and philosophy
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this multidisciplinary collection explores three key <concepts
underpinning psychiatry explanation phenomenology and nosology and their
continuing relevance in an age of neuroimaging and genetic analysis this
book opens with dr kenneth s kendler s introduction to the philosophical
grounding of psychiatric practice chapters in the first section of the
book then address the concept of explanation from the difficulties in
describing complex behavior to the categorization of psychological and
biological causality 1in the second section contributors discuss
experience including the complex and vexing issue of how self agency and
free will affect mental health the third and final section examines the
organizational difficulties in psychiatric nosology and the instability
of the existing diagnostic system each chapter includes both an
introduction by the editors and a concluding comment by another of the
book s contributors contributors john campbell phd thomas fuchs md phd
shaun gallagher phd kenneth s kendler md sandra d mitchell phd dominic p
murphy phd josef parnas md drmedsci louis a sass phd kenneth f schaffner
md phd james f woodward phd peter zachar phd this is a serious and
important book it is certainly one that researchers scholars and anyone
involved in trying to explain the nature of psychiatric disorders to a
skeptical audience ought to read british journal of psychiatry kenneth s
kendler md is the rachel brown banks distinguished professor of
psychiatry at the medical college of virginia where he is also a
professor of human genetics and the director of the virginia institute
for psychiatric and behavioral genetics he is the author of genes
environment and psychopathology josef parnas md drmedsci is a professor
of psychiatry and the consultant medical director for the department of
psychiatry at copenhagen university he is the codirector of the national
danish research foundation s center for subjectivity research

nature and narrative is the launch volume in a new series of books
entitled international perspectives in philosophy and psychiatry the
series will aim to build links between the sciences and humanities in
psychiatry our ability to decipher mental disorders depends to a unique
extent on both the sciences and the humanities science provides insight
into the causes of a problem enabling us to formulate an explanation and
the humanities provide insight into its meanings and helps with our
understanding psychiatry 1f it is to develop as a balanced discipline
must draw on input from both of these spheres nature for causes and
narrative for meanings will help define the series as a whole by touching
on a range of issues relevant to this border country with contributions
from an international star studded cast representing the field of
psychiatry psychology and philosophy this volume will set the scene for
this new interdisciplinary field this will be of interest to all those
with practical experience of mental health issues whether as providers or
as users consumers of services as well as to philosophers social
scientists and bioethicists

by first analysing the arguments of psychiatry s critics and the
philosophical ideas of such thinkers as freud eysenck laing szasz
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sedgwick and foucault and by then providing answers to the many
contentious and diverse questions raised dr reznek aims to establish a
philosophical defence of the theory and practice of psychiatry as both a
qualified philosopher and psychiatrist the author is exceptionally p
laced to undertake the examination of a subject which has hitherto
remained untackled it will be easily accessible to a wide variety of non
specialists as well it will be of specific interest to those involved in
the practice of philosophy psychiatry clinical psychology social work and
psychiatric nursing

this title was first published in 2000 personality disorder psychopathy
has long troubled philosophers lawyers and mental health practitioners
this book is highly topical in tackling the interface of applied
philosophy and psychiatry at a time when government and clinicians are
giving careful consideration to new forms of treatment of people with
psychopathic disorder the book brings together contributions from lawyers
philosophers psychiatrists and clinical managers to explore the inter
related conceptual and political implications of psychopathy provided by
publisher

psychiatry has long struggled with the nature of its diagnoses this book
brings together established experts in the wide range of disciplines that
have an interest in psychiatric nosology the contributors include
philosophers psychologists psychiatrists historians and representatives
of the efforts of dsm iii dsm iv and dsm v

this book presents a unique examination of mental illness though common
to many mental disorders delusions result in actions that though perhaps
rational to the individual might seem entirely inappropriate or harmful
to others this book shows how we may better understand delusion by
examining the nature of compulsion
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