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challenges common assumptions about the strength and power held by men and advocates a
gender transition movement to bring about greater understanding between the sexes

this classic anthropological study debunks the many myths behind the idea of natural male
superiority

if there is any one concept that stirs the passions and actions of men as a gender power is the
most likely candidate seldom is powerlessness a preferred or admired quality in a man yet
power can be both a beacon to direct action and maintain order and a plague if frustratingly
unattainable or glamorized and abused in the field of men s studies where men and women
examine how gender organizes action and thought the role of power may never be settled how
are men raised to relate to power and what are the consequences is power assumed by virtue of
genetics and biology is it culturally conferred or is it merely an illusion does the belief that men
are powerful serve a political agenda do males experience power differently when viewed
psychologically as opposed to power in a social setting by keeping control of power have men
failed at the leadership demanded of those who possess power what is healthy power for men
how do women interpret power how does the male perception of power lead to violent
tendencies in some men these questions and many more are examined in men and power by
leading experts in the field of gender identity the purpose of this inquiry is to move beyond the
glib resignation that power corrupts to more precisely identify what men can do to transform
their quest for power into a healthy benefit to the individual to relationships and to society
compelling topics such as sexuality intimacy equity male identity pornography and many others
are explored in detail contributors are blye frank walter isaac michael kaufman christopher
kendall michael s kimmel john stoltenberg laurence thomas clark wolf and bert young
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in this book joseph pleck examines and analyzes the full body of research literature on the male
role that has appeared since the 1930s and subjects it to a devastating critique he identifies the
components of the male sex role paradigm which has been the basis of research for the past
forty years and notes numerous instances of blatant misrepresentation of data twisted
reinterpretations of disconfirming results misogyny homophobia and class bias he proposes a
new theory the sex role strain paradigm offers a reinterpretation of sex role stereotyping and a
critique of research by sociobiologists that allegedly demonstrates a biological basis for male
aggression

these new westers johnson reveals line dance and two step listen to garth brooks and george
strait drink beer from long neck bottles wear clothes ordered from sheplers watch rodeo on espn
play wild west arcade games eat fajitas and tacos in stuccoed mexican cafes collect western art
and native american crafts and vacation in and move to the west new westers rewrite the history
and biography of the west they reimagine the west in cowboy sagas and poetry native american
novels mexican american drama nature writing revisionist films eclectic visual artwork and neo
traditional music they flock to movies like thelma and louise unforgiven and dances with wolves
watch mini series like lonesome dove and read bestsellers like the crossing and all the pretty
horses new westers are men and women who may or may not have ever hitched up a horse but
who crave connection with the west at the end of a century of urbanization technological change
and cultural confusion they seek a more natural home a fuller and wider sense of place and a
deeper and more colorful personal identity they also want to revive the dream of the mythic west
but on different terms they overrun the old west and yet strive to preserve it raising troubling
new concerns about the differences between the mythic and the real between traditional and
contemporary cultural influences

although images of women in the mass media have been widely discussed In recent years there
is no equivalent analysis of men once again masculinity seems to have succeeded in passing
itself off as universal and invisible in this book antony easthope argues that far from being
universal the main tradition of masculinity in the west is both specific and peculiar what is
masculinity drawing up psychoanalysis and an understanding of ideology easthope shows how
the masculine myth forces men to try to be masculine and only masculine denying their
feminine side in an original contribution to the understanding of gender he analyzes masculinity
as it is represented in a wide range of mass media films television newspapers pop music and
pulp novels why are two men in a john wayne western more concerned with each other than
with the women in their lives is aggressive male banter a sign that men hate or love each other
why does a jealous man always have to see his rival written in lively witty and accessible style
this book is certain to become controversial but essential reading for a wide range of courses in
popular culture mass media and cultural studies as well as those in film study literature and
sociology from back cover
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