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at the end of world war ii conservatism was a negligible element in u s politics but
by 1980 it had risen to a dominant position patrick allitt helps explain the
remarkable growth of the contemporary conservative movement in the light of
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catholic history in the united states allitt focuses on the role of individual catholics
against a backdrop of volatile cultural change showing how such figures as
william f buckley jr garry wills john t noonan jr michael novak john lukacs thomas
molnar russell kirk clare boothe luce ellen wilson charles rice and james
mcfadden forged a potent anti liberal intellectual tradition catholic intellectuals
and conservative politics in america 1950 1985 is much more than a history of
conservative catholics for it illuminates critical themes in postwar american
society as allitt narrates the interplay of liberal and conservative politics among
catholics he unfolds a history both intricate and sweeping after describing how
new conservatism was shaped in the 1950s by william f buckley jr and an older
generation of catholic thinkers including ross hoffman and francis graham wilson
allitt traces the range of catholic responses to the cataclysmic events of the 1960s
the election ofjohn f kennedy the civil rights movement the decolonization of
africa supreme court decisions on school prayer the war in vietnam and nuclear
arms proliferation he shows how the transformation of the church prompted by
the second vatican council not only intensified existing divisions among catholics
but also shattered the unity of the catholic conservative movement turning to the
1970s allitt chronicles bitter controversies concerning family roles contraception
abortion and gay rights next comparing the work of john lukacs thomas molnar
garry wills and michael novak from the 1950s through the 1980s allitt
demonstrates how individual catholic conservatives drew different lessons from
similar contingencies he concludes by assessing recent ideological shifts within
american catholicism using as his test case the conservative resistance to the
catholic bishops 1983 pastoral letter on nuclear weapons offering new insight into
the subtle interplay between religion and politics catholic intellectuals and
conservative politics in america 1950 1985 will be engaging reading for everyone
interested in the postwar evolution of american politics and culture

changing international affairs and the forces of technological innovation shaped
the lives of americans in the last decades of the 20th century while the end of the
cold war and the collapse of the soviet union gave rise to hopes of peaceful
international relations the gulf war and the attacks of september 11 2001 on the
world trade center in new york shattered these aspirations in the social sphere
cell phones cds and the internet completely transformed the ways by which
people communicated and conveyed information the election of an african
american man to the presidency marked the successful continuation of the
struggle for equal civil rights bolstering america s reputation as a radically
changing place in this contemporary period

2 The Laser In America 1950 197



The Laser In America 1950 197

from the founding fathers through the present christianity has exercised powerful
influence in the united states from its role in shaping politics and social
institutions to its hand in inspiring art and culture the encyclopedia of christianity
in the united states outlines the myriad roles christianity has played and
continues to play this masterful five volume reference work includes biographies
of major figures in the christian church in the united states influential religious
documents and supreme court decisions and information on theology and
theologians denominations faith based organizations immigration art from
decorative arts and film to music and literature evangelism and crusades the
significant role of women racial issues civil religion and more the first volume
opens with introductory essays that provide snapshots of christianity in the u s
from pre colonial times to the present as well as a statistical profile and a timeline
of key dates and events entries are organized from a to z the final volume closes
with essays exploring impressions of christianity in the united states from other
faiths and other parts of the world as well as a select yet comprehensive
bibliography appendices help readers locate entries by thematic section and
author and a comprehensive index further aids navigation

provides a wealth of information about north american churches the yearbook of
american canadian churches 2004 is the 19th edition of an annual compilation of
key information about denominations churches clergy seminaries and other
religious organizations in the united states and canada the volume provides
membership and financial statistics descriptions of denominations contact
information for denominational offices historical data a directory of theological
schools and ecumenical agencies a calendar of religious holidays and festivals
and a listing of religious periodicals the yearbook is published with the national
council of churches of christ in the u s a the editorial focus for this volume is
equipping leaders theological education as in earlier volumes the major portion
of the book consists of statistical information names and addresses and brief
descriptive paragraphs on various organizations the 19th edition of the yearbook
again includes both a print and an online component the database features full
text search capability with additional search queries and will be updated
periodically throughout the year

outlines the important social political economic cultural and technological events
that happened in the united states from 1950 to 1959

issues for include annual air transport progress issue
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those personal accounts resurrect the essential experience of children s work play
education family relations and coming of age from their own perspectives
steering a middle path between the myth of wholesome farm life and the reality
of work that was often extremely dangerous riney kehrberg shows both the best
and the worst that a rural upbringing had to offer midwestern youth a time
before mechanization forever changed the rural scene and radio broke the spell
of isolation down on the farm truancy was not uncommon and chores were
shared across genders yet farm children managed to indulge in inventive play
much of it homemade to supplement store bought toys and to get through the
long spells between circuses

where did the era of divided government come from what sustains split partisan
control of the institutions of american national government year after year why
can it shift so easily from democratic or republican presidencies coupled with
republican or democratic congresses how can the vast array of issues and
personalities that have surfaced in american politics over the last forty years fit so
neatly within indeed reinforce the sustaining political pattern of our time these
big questions constitute the puzzle of modern american politics the old answer a
majority and a minority party plus dominant and recessive public issues will not
work in the era of divided government byron shafer a political scientist who is
regarded as one of the most comprehensive and original thinkers on american
politics provides a convincing new answer that has three major elements these
elements in combination not divided government as a catch phrase are the real
story of politics in our time the first element is comprised of two great sets of
public preferences that manifest themselves at the ballot box as two majorities
the old cluster of economic and welfare issues has not so much been displaced as
simply joined by a second cluster of cultural and national concerns the second
element can be seen in the behavior of political parties and party activists whose
own preferences don t match those of the general public that public remains
reliably left of the active republican party on economic and welfare issues and
reliably right of the active democratic party on cultural and national concerns the
third crucial element is found in an institutional arrangement the distinctively
american matrix of governmental institutions which converts those first two
elements into a framework for policymaking year in and year out in the first half
of the book shafer examines how dominant features of the reagan first bush
clinton and second bush administrations reflect the interplay of these three
elements recent policy conflicts and institutional combatants in shafer s analysis
illuminate this new pattern of american politics in the second half he ranges
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across time and nations to put these modern elements and their composite
pattern into a much larger historical and institutional framework in this light
modern american politics appears not so much as new and different but as a
distinctive recombination of familiar elements of a political style a political
process and a political conflict that has been running for a much much longer
time

placing the era firmly within the american experience this reference illuminates
what daily life was really like in the 1950s including for people from the other
america those outside the prosperous white middle class daily life in 1950s
america shows that the era was anything but uneventful apart from revolutionary
changes during the decade itself it was in the 1950s that the seeds took root for
the social turmoil of the 1960s and the technological world of today the book s
interdisciplinary format looks at the domestic economic intellectual material
political recreational and religious life of average americans readers can look at
sections separately according to their interests or classroom assignment or can
read them as an ongoing narrative by entering the homes of average americans
far from the corridors of power we can make sense of the 1950s and see how the
headlines of the era translated into their daily lives this readable and informative
book is ideal for anyone interested in this formative decade in american life well
researched factual material is presented in an engaging way along with lively
sidebars to humanize each section it is unique in blending the history popular
culture and sociology of american daily life including those of americans who
were not white middle class and prosperous

examines the nation s first widely publicized case involving the concept of clergy
malpractice and the questions it raised regarding separation of church and state
free exercise of religion and state regulation of non professional counseling

this engaging reference traces the fascinating and often tumultuous growth of
sports in america how the icons the commercial enterprises sporting events and
even fan culture have changed from decade to decade and era to era

a wide ranging and idiosyncratic look at sixty years of politics and film that
uncovers how american movies have mirrored and even challenged anxieties and
paranoid perceptions embedded in american society since the start of the cold
war the first book to take a sweeping look at 60 years of film and analyze them
thematically
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provides historical coverage of the united states and canada from prehistory to
the present includes information abstracted from over 2 000 journals published
worldwide

the literature on rural america to the extent that it exists has largely been written
by urban based scholars perpetuating out of date notions and stereotypes or by
those who see little difference between rural and agricultural concerns as a result
the real rural america remains much misunderstood neglected or ignored by
scholars and policymakers alike in response emery castle offers the changing
american countryside a volume that will forever change how we look at this
important subject castle brings together the writings of eminent scholars from
several disciplines and varying backgrounds to take a fresh and comprehensive
look at the forgotten hinterlands these authors examine the role of non
metropolitan people and places in the economic life of our nation and cover such
diverse issues as poverty industry the environment education family social
problems ethnicity race religion gender government public policy and regional
diversity the authors are especially effective in demonstrating why rural america
is so much more than just agriculture it is in fact highly diverse complex and
interdependent with urban america and the international market place most
major rural problems they contend simply cannot be effectively addressed in
isolation from their urban and international connections to do so is misguided
and even hazardous when one fourth of our population and ninety seven per cent
of our land area is rural together these writings not only provide a new and more
realistic view of rural life and public policy but also suggest how the field of rural
studies can greatly enrich our understanding of national life

burton dissects the irreconcilable conflict of interest within the interior
department between the bureau of reclamation and the bureau of indian affairs
he also examines the methods of managing disputes in contemporary cases and
offers original policy recommendations that include establishing an indian water
rights commission to help with the paradoxical task now facing the federal
government restoring to tribes the water resources it earlier helped give away
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