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as a young british officer in the gurkha regiment john mackinlay served in the rainforests of north borneo and experienced firsthand the

maoist style insurgencies of the 1960s years later as a united nations researcher he witnessed the chaotic deployment of international forces

to africa the balkans and south asia and the transformation of territorial labor intensive uprisings into the international insurgent networks we

know today after 9 11 mackinlay turned his eye toward the muslim communities of europe and institutional efforts to prevent terrorism in

particular he investigates military expeditions to iraq and afghanistan and their effect on the social cohesion of european populations that

include muslims from these regions in a world divided between rich and poor the surest way for the bottom billion to gain recognition

express outrage or improve their circumstances is through insurgency in this book mackinlay explains why leaders from the wealthiest and

most powerful nations have failed to understand this phenomenon our current bin laden era mckinlay argues must be viewed as one stage in

a series of developments swept up in the momentum of a global insurgency the campaigns of the 1960s are directly linked to the global

movements of tomorrow yet in the past two decades insurgent activity has given rise to a new practice that incorporates and exploits the
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propaganda of the deed this shift challenges our vertically structured response to terror and places a greater emphasis on mastering the

virtual cyber based dimensions of these campaigns mckinlay revisits the roots of global insurgencies describes their nature and character

reveals the power of mass communications and grievance and recommends how individual nations can counter these threats by focusing on

domestic terrorism

despite attracting headlines and hype insurgents rarely win even when they claim territory and threaten governmental writ they typically face

a military backlash too powerful to withstand states struggle with addressing the political roots of such movements and their military efforts

mostly just mow the grass yet for the insurgent the grass is nonetheless mowed and the armed project must start over this is the insurgent s

dilemma the difficulty of asserting oneself of violently challenging authority and of establishing sustainable power in the face of this

dilemma some insurgents are learning new ways to ply their trade with subversion spin and disinformation claiming centre stage insurgency

is being reinvented to exploit the vulnerabilities of our times and gain new strategic salience for tomorrow as the most promising approaches

are refined and repurposed what we think of as counterinsurgency will  also need to change the insurgent s dilemma explores three

particularly adaptive strategies and their implications for response these emerging strategies target the state where it is weak and sap its

power sometimes without it noticing there are options for response but fresh thinking is urgently needed about society legitimacy and

political violence itself

who is the enemy this is the question most asked in modern warfare gone are the set piece conventional battles of the past once seen as

secondary to more traditional conflicts irregular warfare as modified and refashioned since the 1990s now presents a major challenge to the
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state and the bureaucratic institutions which have dominated the twentieth century and to the politicians and civil servants who formulate

policy twenty first century conflict is dominated by counterinsurgency operations where the enemy is almost indistinguishable from innocent

civilians battles are gunfights in jungles deserts and streets winning hearts and minds is as important as holding territory from struggles in

south africa the philippines and ireland to operations in iraq afghanistan and chechnya this book covers the strategy and doctrine of

counterinsurgency and the factors which ensure whether such operations are successful or not recent ignorance of central principles and the

emergence of social media which has shifted the odds in favour of the insurgent have too often resulted in failure leaving governments and

their security forces embedded in a hostile population immersed in costly and dangerous nation building

compares the reasons for and the responses to the insurgencies in afghanistan and pakistan since october 2001 also examines the lack of

security and the support of insurgent groups in afghanistan and pakistan since the 1970s that explain the rise of the pakistan supported

taliban explores the border tribal areas between the two countries and how they influence regional stability and u s security explains the

implications of what happened during this 10 year period to provide candid insights on the prospects and risks associated with bringing a

durable stability to this area of the world

a fully revised and updated new edition of this leading introduction to the theory and conduct of warfare in the twentieth and twenty first

centuries the book combines analysis of key concepts theory and military doctrine with reference to relevant examples from history and

integrates the land sea and air environments

the counterinsurgency coin paradigm dominates military and political conduct in contemporary western strategic thought it assumes future
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wars will unfold as low intensity conflicts within rather than between states requiring specialized military training and techniques coin is

understood as a logical effective and democratically palatable method for confronting insurgency a discrete set of practices that through the

actions of knowledgeable soldiers and under the guidance of an expert elite creates lasting results through an extensive investigation into

coin s theories methods and outcomes this book undermines enduring claims about coin s success while revealing its hidden meanings and

effects interrogating the relationship between counterinsurgency and war the authors question the supposed uniqueness of coin s attributes

and try to resolve the puzzle of its intellectual identity is coin a strategy a doctrine a theory a military practice or something else their

analysis ultimately exposes a critical paradox within coin while it ignores the vital political dimensions of war it is nevertheless the product

of a misplaced ideological faith in modernization

at a time when even the foundations and pre eminence of the western order are called into question by both the weaknesses of the

transatlantic partnership and the spectacular rise of the asia pacific region suggesting a switch to a post atlantic order the contributors to this

volume  provide  specific  answers  to  present  day  interrogations  pertaining  to  various  processes  of  transformation  this  book  offers

multidisciplinary perspectives on political economic social technological and cultural dimensions of change and proposes various possible

responses to current global and regional challenges
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