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what is church s true foundation was the christian church founded by jesus or does the eucharist make
the church paul avis sets out his own answer to these questions gathering a wide range of critical
scholarship he argues that there is something solid and dependable at the foundation of the church s
life and mission avis argues that jesus wanted a church in a sense but not as we know it  christ
proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom and his disciples proclaimed the gospel whose content was jesus
himself the kingdom in person the church is battered and divided but at its core is a treasure that is
indestructible the gospel of christ embodied in word and sacrament a central theme of the book is the
relationship between the church and christ the church and the gospel the church and the kingdom
jesus christ crucified and risen is the sole foundation of the church but he cannot be without his people

what should a church do look at your church s calendar and you will learn something of its mission but
how do you know it s the mission jesus gave in the life of the church joe thorn explains the mission of
the church and the three rhythms for fulfilling it the result is a simple memorable model for church life
and  ministry  grounded  in  scripture  and  aligned  with  historic  practices  useful  for  training  in
membership class discipleship groups and elder boards and even for devotional reading the life of the
church is at once theological practical and experiential readers will not simply be informed but led to a
deeper conviction about their role in the body of christ pastors will  be equipped to refocus their
ministries and christians to fulfill their purpose be and make disciples if you wonder what it means to be
saved into a body of believers why the various parts of a worship service matter and how to engage in
the world as a citizen of heaven then the life of the church is for you it answers this critical question why
does the church exist and how does it shape my life

what is the church in a day when people increasingly view the church as a relic of the past this may be
the most important question christians can ask themselves the logical starting point is scripture in this
thorough and engaging study of the church in the new testament kevin giles concludes that the church
is first and foremost a christian community no other category offers greater breadth and depth of
insight into its nature no other category offers such a challenge to western individualism nor such
promise for the revitalization of the church in the postmodern world what on earth is the church is an
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exploration in new testament theology a careful study of the ecclesial community from jesus to paul
and on through to revelation each category of  new testament writings is  carefully  assessed with
attention given to the early middle and late pauline letters and to the theology of each gospel giles
finds in the new testament a community in transition never perfect always provisional and forever living
in the tension between its present imperfection and its eschatological ideal the new testament does not
promise an original community to be recaptured but a variety of perspectives on being the community
of god in changing social environments

for most people as professor kung notes the question is not whether this or that proposition in infallibly
true but whether a persistence in truth can be ascribed to the church at all yet this is not a polemical
book or simply another critical inquiry its aim is thoroughly pastoral to create a new awareness a new
conviction of the power of christian truth by which the church has always lived and will continue to live
in the future t p

how does the church perceive herself  fr louis bouyers the church of god sets out to answer that
question in light of tradition and theological reflection through the centuries but especially by drawing
on the teaching of the second vatican council this book is a highly readable thorough synthesis of
ecclesiology after the council presented by one of the greatest theologians of the 20th century the
author himself a former lutheran minister also explores reformation views of the church as well as the
catholic  churchs  deepened  understanding  of  her  distinctive  identity  and  her  imperfect  but  real
communion with the orthodox churches and protestant ecclesial communities the church of god is a
major contribution to the ecclesiology of communion fostered by the second vatican council  and
continued by pope paul vi but especially by john paul ii and benedict xvi indeed the book reflects the
hermeneutic of reform pope benedict xvi insists should guide the interpretation of vatican ii

during the first decade of the 21st century the catholic church in the developed world has faced a
decline in its moral authority increasing accusations of irrelevance to a secular age and a steep and
steady decline in commitment among successive generations from the 1960s on despite this catholic
schools have multiplied and grown in popularity and educational achievement the book sets out a
programme for the contribution of catholic schools to the future of the church covering such topics as
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the religious education curriculum in its cognitive and affective aspects the sacramental life of the
school selection of staff the issue of staff and catholic witness and many other topics engebretson
argues that catholic schools are a powerful key to the future of the church and shows how within their
diversity catholic schools can be ecclesial communities which have at their heart the building up of the
church

in this day when christians and churches are widely dispersed throughout the world the ques tion who
is the church could easily be dismissed as irrelevant in this publication bishop david zac niringiye
pleads that as jesus warned we should not be in haste to conclude that any community with religious
titles or forms and who speaks the right language of lord lord is authentic church taking his cue from
hebrews 11 and 12 the author addresses the motif of the people of god looking first at the ancient
people of israel beginning with moses then the new israel and the covenant in christ born through the
holy spirit at pentecost and finally the life of the new community the church during the apostolic era
through this biblical journey it is made clear that as the pilgrim people of god and the new community
in christ we must be marked by faith love and hope looking forward to the full consummation of the
kingdom of god justice peace and joy fully realized when the new heaven and the new earth where
righteousness dwells 2 peter 3 13 is inaugurated

an  upper  level  introduction  to  the  christian  doctrine  of  the  church  this  book  is  a  rigorous
comprehensive introduction to  the doctrine of  the church by taking the tack of  walking readers
through the internal logic of ecclesiology rather than simply offering a compendium of perspectives on
each issue that arises the authors seek to teach and model thinking theologically with the grain of
scripture and ecclesial  reflection about the church the chapters are peppered with two to three
excurses per chapter which consider a particularly pertinent issue that arises from the doctrine s
development e g the move from jesus to the church schism and the rise of denominations sacramental
mediation or contemporary concerns e g the question of other religions contemporary ecumenical
questions the emerging church while the overall tone and content of the book articulate and invite
discussion  on  the  problematics  of  ecclesiology  these  excurses  will  provide  ample  opportunity  to
examine and where appropriate untangle ecclesiological knots continuum s guides for the perplexed
are clear concise and accessible introductions to thinkers writers and subjects that students and
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readers can find especially challenging or indeed downright bewildering concentrating specifically on
what it is that makes the subject difficult to grasp these books explain and explore key themes and
ideas guiding the reader towards a thorough understanding of demanding material

the book has more than historical interest for anglicans it has a distinct contribution to make to the
doctrine of the church and the theology of minstry james e griffiss professor of systematic theology at
nashota house a classic theological study worthy of serious reading and thought ramsey s careful
often moving and beautiful exposition of his underlying conviction includes deep probing of the bible a
survey of the unfolding understanding of christ and the church a profound insight into the being of the
church  as  a  dying  and  rising  again  with  christ  an  appreciation  of  eastern  orthodox  thought  a
testimonial to the positive intentions even the necessity of the reformers a theologically grounded
advocacy of  renewed liturgical  worship and a passion for  the reunion of  all  christians andrew f
wissemann bishop of western massachusetts from the preface to the american edition

introduction to the mystery of the church is an ecclesiological survey presenting a doctrinal synthesis
of the church the author s intention is to propose an overview of this mystery in connection with the
entirety of the christian mystery the book is divided into two major parts the first presenting the
foundations in the bible and the tradition up to our day and the second being an explanatory proposal
introducing the reader to the church s definition and personality and concluding with an exposition of
the four properties enunciated in the creed one holy catholic and apostolic the value of this way of
proceeding is first and foremost in the proposal of a synthesis that allows one to situate each question
in its rightful place such study being oriented toward a better overall grasp of the subject as the title
suggests the book is an introduction that should allow the reader to apprehend the mystery in its
internal coherence in order subsequently with the aid of other texts to be able to enter more deeply
into the study of one or other specific point while this ecclesiology treatise is written from a catholic
point of view an ecumenical perspective is often present either through the presentation of divergent
views from other christian confessions or through the proposal for a theological convergence

the church by hans kung 1976
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what did the lord mean when he said i will build my church what is the church what were his purposes
for forming it with what resources did he endow it did he provide guidelines for its structure and
operation this book attempts to answer these questions by first establishing the primacy of scripture in
all matters pertaining to the church then moving on to explore the nature of the church the character
and life of local churches and the autonomy and interdependence that govern interaction between
them in the process understanding the church gives us a clear picture of what the church can and
should be in the twenty first century

as the protestant reformers did so twenty first century christians also recognize the need to distinguish
between the true and false church thus they find themselves looking closely at the modern church to
determine whether it is a true and faithful church today s christians know that proper criteria are
necessary to discern the true church the most common criteria wrote john calvin are that the word of
god is rightly preached and heard and that the sacraments are administered according to christ s
institution moreover martin luther said that suffering is a telltale sign of god s people while anabaptist
and reformed christians included discipline  among the distinguishing marks  of  the church these
standards  take  on  particular  poignancy  today  the  global  church continues  to  live  under  severe
persecution and the american church characterized by a lack of discipline has been wounded by its
own sins of chasing sex and power in this collection of essays first given at annual meetings of the
evangelical theological society the authors take time to reflect on the reformational marks of the
church in order to help reform christ s bride with contributions from edward w klink iii duane litfin j
stephen yuille j v fesko keith d stanglin greg cochran jeremy m kimble guy waters justin l mclendon

there can ne no doubt that the churches of to day do not fully satisfy the religious needs of mankind
often the most religious natures are those that hold themselves aloof from the church i find the main
reason for this is that the churches cling too tenaciously to some old formula that is becoming more
and more antiquated so that the church loses touch with the spiritual life of the present if the churches
cannot find the courage and strength for such a course they will find themselves becoming more and
more estranged from mankind rudolf christoph eucken p xx xxi
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