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this first socio organizational history of the gestapo the sd and the regular detectives of the third
reich 1932 1937 this book explores the roots of their roles in police terror and programs of mass
murder these personnel helped to form the character and missions of their organizations which
were not simply created from above by hitler himmler or heydrich hitler s enforcers is based on
research at 34 archives in germany and the united states including the personnel files of over 1 000
former members and is the first such study to benefit from the german documents captured by the
soviets and poles and kept secret until recently

the image of the third reich as a monolithic state presiding over the brainwashed fanatical masses
retains a tenacious grip on the general public s imagination however a growing body of research on
the social history of the nazi years has revealed the variety and complexity of the relationships
between the nazi regime and the german people this volume makes this new research accessible to
undergraduate and graduate students alike

a comprehensive study of the lesser known organizations that formed the heart of the nazi police
state in world war ii germany the abbreviation nazi the acronym gestapo and the initials ss have
become resonant elements of our vocabulary less known is sd and hardly anyone recognizes the
combination sipo and sd although sipo and sd formed the heart of the national socialist police state
the phrase carries none of the ominous impact that it should although no single organization carries
full responsibility for the evils of the third reich the ss police system was the executor of terrorism
and population policy in the same way the military carried out the reich s imperialistic aggression
within the police state even the concentration camps could not rival the impact of sipo and sd it was
the source not only of the desk murderers who administered terror and genocide by assigning
victims to the camps but also of the police executives for identification and arrest and of the
command and staff for a major instrument of execution the einsatzgruppen foundations of the nazi
police state offers the narrative and analysis of the external struggle that created sipo and sd this
book is the author s preface to his discussion of the internal evolution of these organizations in hitler
s enforcers the gestapo and the ss security service in the nazi revolution a welcome addition to the
literature on national socialist germany american historical review sheds new light on himmler s role
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in the complex web of the nazi police state publishers weekly the book makes major changes in our
understanding of the structure and functioning of the nazi police state canadian journal of history
this is the first comprehensive study of how the gestapo and all other detective police came to be
united under the sipo security police and tied to the sd the security services of the party and ss
educational book review the work fills an important gap in the literature on the third reich the
historian

from its creation in 1933 until hitler s death in may 1945 anyone living in nazi controlled territory
lived in fear of a visit from the gestapo the secret state police this is a lively and expert account of
this notorious but little understood secret police that terrorized hundreds of thousands of people
across europe

the gestapo was the most feared instrument of political terror in the third reich brutally hunting down
and destroying anyone it regarded as an enemy of the nazi regime socialists communists jews
homosexuals and anyone else deemed to be an anti social element its prisons soon became
infamous many of those who disappeared into them were never seen again and it has been
remembered ever since as the sinister epitome of nazi terror and persecution but how accurate is it
to view the gestapo as an all pervasive all powerful all knowing instrument of terror how much did it
depend upon the cooperation and help of ordinary germans and did its networks extend further into
the everyday life of german society than most germans after 1945 ever wanted to admit answering
all these questions and more this book uses the very latest research to tell the true story behind this
secretive and fearsome institution tracing the history of the organization from its origins in the
weimar republic through the crimes of the nazi period to the fate of former gestapo officers after
world war ii carsten dams and michael stolle investigate how the gestapo really worked and
question many of the myths that have long surrounded it

a poor vilage boy from the bremerhaven area joins the army and gets transferred into the new
luftwaffe he becomes a fighter ace in spain with the condor legion and is awarded an iron cross and
meets the fuhrer he is then transferred to work for a field marshall and meets his love for life on a
visit to a death camp in poland he saves her life and they marry in bremerhaven via a friendly priest
he designs an escape plan in early part of war for senior nazis and military to escape to argentina if
the war was ever lost which was impossible for it to be however it is lost by the fuhrer s decisons
and they escape to argentina and make new lives there his jewish wife and him raise a family and
start businesses and live happily until a happy event goes badly wrong and they both die but their
love survives nazi hatred and they meet once again out there in the cosmos to be together for
eternity

and again i want to state that i have lived one of the most bizarre wildest dangerous and tragic life
any human being could have ever lived i have been stabbed and shot before damn near beaten to
death by people with baseball bats and being catholic received my last rites two times in my life i
made a lot of big money blew a lot of big money did a lot of gambling drank a lot of alcohol did a lot
of drugs and from becoming a normal sex addict i became a hardcore sadist and masochist sex
addict

usually given short shrift in most histories of world war ii hitler s invasion of poland was more than a
series of opening salvos it was a testing ground for german brutalities to come this is a
comprehensive study of the campaign including insights into its ideological underpinnings

they were foot soldiers and officers they served in the regular army and the waffen ss and
remarkably they were also jewish at least as defined by hitler s infamous race laws pursuing the
thread he first unraveled in hitler s jewish soldiers bryan rigg takes a closer look at the experiences
of wehrmacht soldiers who were classified as jewish in this long awaited companion volume he
presents interviews with twenty one of these men whose stories are both fascinating and disturbing
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as many as 150 000 jews and partial jews or mischlinge served often with distinction in the german
military during world war ii the men interviewed for this volume portray a wide range of experiences
some came from military families some had been raised christian revealing in vivid detail how they
fought for a government that robbed them of their rights and sent their relatives to extermination
camps yet most continued to serve since resistance would have cost them their lives and they
mistakenly hoped that by their service they could protect themselves and their families the
interviews recount the nature and extent of their dilemma the divided loyalties under which many
toiled during the nazi years and afterward and their sobering reflections on religion and the
holocaust including what they knew about it at the time rigg relates each individual s experiences
following the establishment of hitler s race laws shifting between vivid scenes of combat and the
increasingly threatening situation on the home front for these men and their family members their
stories reveal the constant tension in their lives how some tried to hide their identities and how a few
were even aryanized as part of hitler s effort to retain reliable soldiers including field marshal erhard
milch three star general helmut wilberg and naval commander bernhard rogge chilling compelling
almost beyond belief these stories depict crises of conscience under the most stressful
circumstances lives of hitler s jewish soldiers deepens our understanding of the complex
intersection of nazi race laws and german military service both before and during world war ii

when the german wehrmacht swarmed across eastern europe an elite corps followed close at its
heels along with the ss and gestapo the ordnungspolizei or uniformed police played a central role in
nazi genocide that until now has been generally neglected by historians of the war beginning with
the invasion of poland the uniformed police were charged with following the army to curb resistance
pacify the countryside patrol jewish ghettos and generally maintain order in the conquered
territories edward westermann examines how this force emerged as a primary instrument of
annihilation responsible for the murder of hundreds of thousands of the third reich s political and
racial enemies in hitler s police battalions he reveals how the institutional mindset of these ordinary
policemen allowed them to commit atrocities without a second thought to uncover the story of how
the german national police were fashioned into a corps of political soldiers westermann reveals
initiatives pursued before the war by heinrich himmler and kurt daluege to create a culture within the
existing police forces that fostered anti semitism and anti communism as institutional norms
challenging prevailing interpretations of german culture westermann draws on extensive archival
research including the testimony of former policemen to illuminate this transformation and the
callous organizational culture that emerged purged of dissidents indoctrinated to idolize hitler and
trained in military combat these police battalions often numbering several hundred men repeatedly
conducted actions against jews slavs gypsies asocials and other groups on their own initiative even
when they had the choice not to in addition to documenting these atrocities westermann examines
cooperation between the ordnungspolizei and the ss and gestapo and the close relationship
between police and wehrmacht in the conduct of the anti partisan campaign of annihilation
throughout westermann stresses the importance of ideological indoctrination and organizational
initiatives within specific groups it was the organizational culture of the uniformed police he
maintains and not german culture in general that led these men to commit genocide hitler s police
battalions provides the most complete and comprehensive study to date of this neglected branch of
himmler s ss and police empire and adds a new dimension to our understanding of the holocaust
and the war on the eastern front

on the murderous road to racial purity hitler encountered unexpected detours largely due to his own
crazed views and inconsistent policies regarding jewish identity after centuries of jewish
assimilation and intermarriage in german society he discovered that eliminating jews from the rest
of the population was more difficult than he d anticipated as bryan rigg shows in this provocative
new study nowhere was that heinous process more fraught with contradiction and confusion than in
the german military contrary to conventional views rigg reveals that a startlingly large number of
german military men were classified by the nazis as jews or partial jews mischlinge in the wake of
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racial laws first enacted in the mid 1930s rigg demonstrates that the actual number was much
higher than previously thought perhaps as many as 150 000 men including decorated veterans and
high ranking officers even generals and admirals as rigg fully documents for the first time a great
many of these men did not even consider themselves jewish and had embraced the military as a
way of life and as devoted patriots eager to serve a revived german nation in turn they had been
embraced by the wehrmacht which prior to hitler had given little thought to the race of these men
but which was now forced to look deeply into the ancestry of its soldiers the process of investigation
and removal however was marred by a highly inconsistent application of nazi law numerous
exemptions were made in order to allow a soldier to stay within the ranks or to spare a soldier s
parent spouse or other relative from incarceration or far worse hitler s own signature can be found
on many of these exemption orders but as the war dragged on nazi politics came to trump military
logic even in the face of the wehrmacht s growing manpower needs closing legal loopholes and
making it virtually impossible for these soldiers to escape the fate of millions of other victims of the
third reich based on a deep and wide ranging research in archival and secondary sources as well
as extensive interviews with more than four hundred mischlinge and their relatives rigg s study
breaks truly new ground in a crowded field and shows from yet another angle the extremely flawed
dishonest demeaning and tragic essence of hitler s rule

the military and political police who enforced the policy of genocide are depicted
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