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The Gavitts Of Westerly Rhode Island Discovering the Gavitts of Westerly, Rhode

Island the gavitts of westerly rhode island are an intriguing part of the town’s rich

history and cultural fabric. Nestled in the scenic coastal region of Rhode Island,

Westerly  has  long  been  known  for  its  charming  neighborhoods,  beautiful

beaches, and historic landmarks. The Gavitts family, in particular, has played a

significant  role  in  shaping  the  local  community  through  generations  of

dedication, entrepreneurship, and community involvement. This article explores

the history, contributions, and lasting legacy of the Gavitts of Westerly, Rhode

Island,  providing  a  comprehensive  look  at  this  notable  family.  Historical

Background of the Gavitts Family in Westerly The Origins of the Gavitts Family The

Gavitts family’s roots in Westerly date back to the late 19th century. Originally

arriving from Europe,  the family settled in the area seeking opportunities for

growth and prosperity. Their early members engaged in various trades, including

fishing,  farming,  and  small-scale  commerce,  which  helped  establish  a

foundation for  future generations.  Key Historical  Milestones -  Late 1800s:  The

Gavitts family begins to establish themselves in Westerly's local economy. - Early

20th century: Expansion into retail and hospitality industries, including opening

small  businesses.  -  Mid-20th  century:  The  family  becomes  prominent

landowners and community benefactors. - Present day: Descendants continue

to uphold the family’s legacy through business ventures and community service.

The  Contributions  of  the  Gavitts  Family  Entrepreneurship  and  Business

Development One of  the most  notable aspects of  the Gavitts  family  is  their

entrepreneurial spirit. They have owned and managed several local businesses

that  have  contributed  significantly  to  Westerly’s  economic  vitality.  Key

businesses associated with the Gavitts include: - Local general stores that served

as community hubs.  -  Hotels and inns catering to tourists visiting Westerly’s

beaches. - Real estate ventures that helped shape the town’s development. 2

Community Engagement and Philanthropy Beyond business, the Gavitts family

has been deeply  involved in  community  service.  They have supported local

schools, charities, and civic organizations, fostering a sense of community pride

and cohesion. Notable contributions include: - Donations to Westerly schools for

scholarships and facilities. - Sponsorship of local events and festivals. - Support

for  environmental  conservation  efforts  along  the  Rhode  Island  coast.

Preservation of Local Heritage The Gavitts family has also played a key role in

preserving Westerly’s historic sites and cultural landmarks. Their advocacy and
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investment have ensured that future generations can enjoy the town’s historic

charm.  Examples  of  preservation  efforts:  -  Restoring  historic  buildings  and

homes.  -  Supporting  local  museums  and  cultural  centers.  -  Promoting

awareness of  Westerly’s  maritime history.  Legacy and Modern-Day Presence

Current Members and Their Roles Today, the Gavitts family remains active in

Westerly’s community through various roles: - Business owners managing local

enterprises. - Civic leaders participating in town governance. - Philanthropists

supporting community projects. Impact on Westerly’s Development The ongoing

influence  of  the  Gavitts  family  continues  to  shape  Westerly’s  growth.  Their

dedication to sustainable development, heritage preservation, and community

well-being has helped maintain the town’s charm and appeal. Popular Sites and

Landmarks Associated with the Gavitts  Family Historic Homes and Properties

Several historic homes in Westerly are linked to the Gavitts family, showcasing

architecture  from  different  eras  and  offering  a  glimpse  into  the  family’s

longstanding  presence.  Notable  properties  include:  -  The  Gavitts  Family

Homestead: An early 20th- century residence preserved as a historic site. - The

Coastal Estate: A seaside property with ties to the family’s hospitality ventures.

Community Centers and Cultural Sites The Gavitts family has supported and

been involved in establishing local cultural centers,  which serve as gathering

spots for community events, art exhibitions, and educational 3 programs. Visiting

Westerly and Engaging with the Gavitts Legacy Tourist Attractions with Ties to the

Gavitts Visitors to Westerly can explore several sites connected to the Gavitts

family,  offering a deeper understanding of the town’s history.  Top attractions

include: - The Westerly Historical Society Museum: Featuring exhibits on local

families  including  the  Gavitts.  -  The  Beaches  and  Waterfront:  Historically

developed  with  family  investments,  now  popular  tourist  destinations.  Events

Celebrating Westerly’s Heritage Throughout the year, Westerly hosts festivals and

events  that  honor  its  history  and prominent  families  like  the Gavitts.  Annual

events include:  -  Heritage Day Festival  -  Coastal  History Tours - Family and

Community  Celebrations  Conclusion:  The  Enduring  Legacy  of  the  Gavitts  of

Westerly, Rhode Island The Gavitts of Westerly, Rhode Island, embody the spirit of

dedication, community service, and preservation that characterizes this historic

coastal town. Their contributions have not only shaped the economic landscape

but have also helped preserve Westerly’s unique cultural heritage. As the family

continues to be involved in local  affairs,  their  legacy remains a vital  part  of

Westerly’s  identity.  Whether  through  historic  preservation,  community

engagement, or entrepreneurial endeavors, the Gavitts exemplify the enduring

spirit of Rhode Island’s proud history. Visitors and residents alike can appreciate

the lasting impact of this remarkable family, whose story is woven into the fabric

of Westerly’s vibrant community. --- Meta Description: Explore the rich history
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and legacy of the Gavitts of Westerly, Rhode Island. Discover their contributions

to local business, community, and heritage preservation in this comprehensive

guide.  QuestionAnswer  Who  are  the  Gavitts  of  Westerly,  Rhode  Island?  The

Gavitts of Westerly, Rhode Island, are a notable family known for their historical

presence in the area, often recognized for their contributions to local community

development and history.  What is the historical significance of the Gavitts in

Westerly? The Gavitts played a prominent role in Westerly's development during

the  18th  and  19th  centuries,  contributing  to  local  commerce,  industry,  and

community life,  leaving a lasting legacy.  4 Are there any notable landmarks

associated  with  the  Gavitts  in  Westerly?  Yes,  certain  family  estates  and

properties historically linked to the Gavitts are considered local landmarks, some

of which are preserved as part of Westerly's cultural heritage. How can I learn

more about  the Gavitts'  history  in  Westerly?  You can explore local  historical

societies,  archives,  and  genealogical  records  in  Westerly  to  find  detailed

information about the Gavitts and their impact on the community. Are there any

descendants of the Gavitts still  living in Westerly today? While specific details

vary,  some descendants of the Gavitts may still  reside in Westerly or nearby

areas,  and  family  histories  are  often  documented  in  local  genealogical

resources.  Why  are  the  Gavitts  considered  an  important  part  of  Westerly's

history? The Gavitts  are considered important because of  their  longstanding

involvement  in  the  town's  economic,  social,  and  cultural  development,

contributing  to  Westerly’s  identity  over  generations.  The  Gavitts  of  Westerly

Rhode Island: An In-Depth Historical and Genealogical Guide Nestled along the

southern coast of Rhode Island, Westerly has long been a town rich in maritime

history, cultural diversity, and vibrant community traditions. Among its notable

families,  the  Gavitts  hold  a  distinguished  place,  shaping  the  town’s  history

through generations of resilience, enterprise, and community involvement. In this

comprehensive guide, we delve into the origins, genealogical roots, and enduring

legacy  of  the  Gavitts  of  Westerly  Rhode  Island,  offering  insights  into  their

influence and significance in the region’s development. --- Introduction to the

Gavitts of Westerly Rhode Island The Gavitts of Westerly Rhode Island represent a

family whose roots trace back several centuries to the early settlement periods

of the town. Their story is intertwined with the economic and social evolution of

Westerly,  contributing notably to local industries such as fishing, shipbuilding,

and commerce. Understanding the Gavitts involves exploring genealogy, land

records, historical documents, and oral histories that collectively paint a portrait

of a family emblematic of Rhode Island’s Colonial and post-Colonial eras. ---

Historical  Context  of  Westerly  Rhode  Island  Before  exploring  the  Gavitts

specifically, it’s important to understand Westerly’s broader historical backdrop: -

Early Settlement: Westerly was incorporated in 1669, originally inhabited by Native
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American tribes such as the Wampanoag and Narragansett peoples. - Colonial

Development:  European settlers,  primarily  of  English and Portuguese descent,

established farms, trading posts, and maritime industries. - Economic Growth:

The 18th and 19th centuries saw Westerly flourish through shipbuilding, fishing,

and textile manufacturing. - Community Formation: Over centuries, families like

the Gavitts became pillars of local society, contributing to civic, religious, and

economic life. --- Origins of the Gavitts Family in Westerly The Gavitts of Westerly

Rhode Island are believed to have arrived in the region sometime in the late 17th

or early 18th century. While precise records of their initial migration are scarce,

The Gavitts Of Westerly Rhode Island 5 genealogical  research suggests they

descended from early colonial settlers who established roots in the area. Possible

Ancestral Roots - The Gavitts may have originated from England or Portugal,

common sources of  early  Westerly  settlers.  -  Some family  records and oral

histories  indicate  ties  to  maritime professions,  which aligned with  Westerly’s

economic focus.  Early Land and Settlement - The family likely acquired land

grants or purchased property along Westerly’s coastline, engaging in fishing or

shipbuilding. - Land records from the 1700s show Gavitts holdings in key areas

such as Watch Hill and the Westerly town center. --- Genealogical Research and

Notable Family Members Genealogical studies reveal that the Gavitts of Westerly

contributed  significantly  to  local  history.  Here  are  some  key  points:  -  Early

Ancestors: Names like John Gavitt and Samuel Gavitt appear in the earliest land

deeds and town records. - Generational Growth: Descendants expanded their

holdings, married into other prominent families, and diversified their professions.

- Notable Figures: - Captain Jonathan Gavitt (circa 1800s): A ship captain known

for participating in regional trade. - Elizabeth Gavitt: A community leader and

advocate  for  local  education  in  the  early  20th  century.  -  The  Gavitts  in

Commerce:  Several  members  established  successful  businesses,  including

fishing  fleets  and  shipbuilding  enterprises.  Genealogical  Resources  -  Town

Records: Land deeds, marriage licenses, and probate records. - Census Data:

19th-century census documents help trace family members and occupations. -

Family  Bibles and Oral  Histories:  Provide personal  insights  and family  stories

passed down through generations. - Historical Societies: Rhode Island Historical

Society and Westerly Historical Society hold valuable archives. --- The Family’s

Impact  on  Westerly’s  Development  The  Gavitts’  influence  extends  beyond

individual accomplishments.  Their collective contributions have helped shape

Westerly’s economic and cultural landscape. Contributions to Local Economy -

Maritime  Industry:  Many  Gavitts  participated  in  fishing,  shipbuilding,  and

maritime commerce, vital sectors for Westerly’s prosperity. - Entrepreneurship:

Establishment of local businesses, including general stores, shipping companies,

and  craft  trades.  -  Land  Development:  Acquisition  and  development  of  key
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properties  that  still  bear  family  names.  Civic  and  Cultural  Contributions  -

Community Leadership: Serving on town councils, school boards, and religious

institutions. - Philanthropy: Supporting local churches, schools,  and charitable

organizations. - Historical Preservation: Active involvement in maintaining and

documenting Westerly’s heritage. --- Challenges and Changes Over Time Like

many longstanding families,  the Gavitts  faced challenges through economic

shifts,  wars,  and  societal  changes.  -  Economic  Fluctuations:  The  decline  of

shipping and fishing industries in the 20th century impacted family enterprises. -

Migration  and  Modernization:  Younger  generations  moved  to  urban  centers,

diversifying family careers. - Preservation Efforts: Modern descendants work to

preserve family history through genealogical research and local history projects.

--- How to Research the Gavitts of Westerly Rhode Island For those interested in

tracing the Gavitts’ history or connecting with living relatives, several The Gavitts

Of  Westerly  Rhode  Island  6  research  strategies  are  recommended:  Primary

Resources - Westerly Town Records: Search for land deeds, marriage records,

and probate  documents.  -  Church Archives:  Baptism,  marriage,  and funeral

records  from  local  churches.  -  Census  Data:  1800-1900  U.S.  Census  records

provide  snapshots  of  family  members  and  occupations.  -  Newspapers:

Obituaries,  notices,  and local news articles mentioning the family.  Secondary

Resources  -  Genealogical  Databases:  Ancestry.com,  FamilySearch.org,  and

Rhode Island-specific genealogical sites. - Local Historical Societies: Access to

archives,  photographs,  and  family  histories.  -  Oral  Histories:  Interviews  with

descendants and community elders. --- Preserving the Legacy of the Gavitts

Today,  the  legacy  of  the  Gavitts  continues  through:  -  Family  Reunions  and

Gatherings:  Celebrating  shared  heritage  and  strengthening  kinship  ties.  -

Historical  Documentation:  Publishing  family  histories,  contributing  to  local

archives.  -  Community  Engagement:  Supporting  local  projects  that  honor

Westerly’s maritime and cultural history. --- Conclusion The Gavitts of Westerly

Rhode Island exemplify a family deeply woven into the fabric of  this historic

coastal  town.  Their  story is  one of  perseverance,  enterprise,  and community

service—reflecting  broader  themes  of  Rhode  Island’s  colonial  and  maritime

heritage. Whether through genealogical exploration or community involvement,

understanding the Gavitts offers valuable insights into Westerly’s past and the

enduring legacy of its families. For historians, descendants, or enthusiasts alike,

their story remains a vital chapter in the rich tapestry of Rhode Island history. ---

Interested in learning more? Connecting with local historical societies or visiting

archives in Westerly can provide further details and personal stories that bring

the Gavitts’ history to life. Their legacy continues to inspire those dedicated to

preserving Rhode Island’s unique cultural heritage. Gavitt family, Westerly Rhode

Island  history,  Rhode  Island  genealogy,  Gavitt  descendants,  Westerly  local
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families,  Rhode Island heritage,  Gavitt  genealogy records,  Westerly  historical

figures, Rhode Island family names, Gavitt ancestry
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beginning in 1924 proceedings are incorporated into the apr number

this book is a basic tool both for genealogists and for historians those whose

work  focuses  on  seventeenth  century  new  england  will  wonder  how  they

managed without it

mrs larkin continued the research after her husband s death in 1979 and had just

finished the text at the time of her own unexpected death in april 2003 the book

was brought to completion by jane fiske with the help of bruce d larkin john w



The Gavitts Of Westerly Rhode Island

7 The Gavitts Of Westerly Rhode Island

fiske  and  others  the  genealogy  begins  with  edward  larkin  of  newport  and

westerly rhode island whose origins in england are presently unknown he was a

contemporary  of  edward  larkin  of  charlestown  massachusetts  but  no  link

between the two has yet been found six generations of larkins are treated here

and seventh generation children are listed when known genbooks com larkin

htm

the bibliographic holdings of family histories at the library of congress entries are

arranged alphabetically of the works of those involved in genealogy and also

items available through the library of congress

a record of the descendants of all branches of the thurston family in the united

states
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