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the soka gakkai with 10 million members is seen as a critically important force in japan and remains the
biggest of japan s new religions here the author outlines the eschatological worldview of the soka gakkai and
gives an analysis of its american branch the text gives a picture of soka gakkai as a rather mature or mellow
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religion grown older both in membership and in institutional character the religion is seen to have given up
the rather aggressive proselytizing style and confrontational politics that made it notorious in japan and
among soka gokkai bashers in the west

this engaging deeply personal book illuminating the search for meaning in today s world offers a rare insider
s look at soka gakkai buddhism one of japan s most influential and controversial religious movements and
one that is experiencing explosive growth around the world unique for its multiethnic make up gakkai
buddhists can be found in more than 100 countries from japan to brazil to the united states and germany in
encountering the dharma richard seager an american professor of religion trying to come to terms with the
death of his wife travels to japan in search of the spirit of the soka gakkai this book tells of his journey toward
understanding in a compelling narrative woven out of his observations reflections and interviews including
several rare one on one meetings with soka gakkai president daisaku ikeda along the way seager also
explores broad ranging controversies arising from the soka gakkai s efforts to rebuild post war japan its
struggles with an ancient priesthood and its motives for propagating buddhism around the world one
turning point in his understanding comes as ikeda and the soka gakkai strike an authentically buddhist
response to the events of september 11 2001

the soka gakkai is a massive japan based new religious movement based on the buddhist teachings of the
medieval buddhist mouk nichiren this work examines soka gakkai international chapters in australia
southeast asia cambodia the philippines and quebec to determine why the movement has developed strong
roots among people from widely divergent cultures see table of contents on reverse side

beginning with the events immediately following the dark days after the death of shakyamuni and
continuing over a period of 1 000 years this dynamic tome covers a vast and complex series of events and
developments in the history of buddhism through a thorough examination of its early development in india
a new light is cast on little known aspects of buddhist history and its relevance to the understanding of
buddhism today topics include the formation of the buddhist canon the cultural exchange between the east
and west and the spirit of the lotus sutra

daisaku ikeda who offers spiritual leadership to 12 million soka gakkai buddhists throughout the world
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responds to the complicated issues facing american young people in a straightforward question and answer
format he addresses topics that include building individual character the purpose of hard work and
perseverance family and relationships tolerance and preservation of the environment written from a
buddhist perspective this collection of answers to life s questions offers timeless wisdom to people of all
faiths

soka gakkai is japan s largest and most influential new religious organization it claims more than 8 million
japanese households and close to 2 million members in 192 countries and territories the religion is best
known for its affiliated political party komeito the clean government party which comprises part of the ruling
coalition in japan s national diet and it exerts considerable influence in education media finance and other
key areas levi mclaughlin s comprehensive account of soka gakkai draws on nearly two decades of archival
research and non member fieldwork to account for its institutional development beyond buddhism and
suggest how we should understand the activities and dispositions of its adherents mclaughlin explores the
group s nichiren buddhist origins and turns to insights from religion political science anthropology and
cultural studies to characterize soka gakkai as mimetic of the nation state ethnographic vignettes combine
with historical evidence to demonstrate ways soka gakkai s twin buddhist and modern humanist legacies
inform the organization s mimesis of the modern japan in which the group took shape to make this
argument mclaughlin analyzes gakkai sources heretofore untreated in english language scholarship
provides a close reading of the serial novel the human revolution which serves the gakkai as both history and
de facto scripture identifies ways episodes from members lives form new chapters in its growing canon and
contributes to discussions of religion and gender as he chronicles the lives of members who simultaneously
reaffirmm generational transmission of gakkai devotion as they pose challenges for the organization s future
readers looking for analyses of the nation state and strategies for understanding new religions and modern
buddhism will find soka gakkai s human revolution to be an especially thought provoking study that offers
widely applicable theoretical models

from the japanese word meaning to create value this book presents a fresh perspective on the question of
the ultimate purpose of education mixing american pragmatism and the buddhist philosophy of respect for
all life the goal of soka education is the lifelong happiness of the learner rather than offering practical
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classroom techniques this book speaks to the emotional heart of both the teacher and the student with
input from philosophers and activists from several cultures it advances the conviction that the true purpose
of education is to create a peaceful world and to develop the individual character of each student in order to
achieve that goal this revised edition contains four new chapters that further elaborate on how to unlock self
motivated learning and how to empower the learner to make a difference in their communities and the
world

lotus ink is an introduction to soka gakkai international sgi nichiren daishonin s buddhism via its collection of
thirty nine sonnets that introduce foundational buddhist concepts that range from introductory basics of
practice to mystic math theory into action historical figures and our place in this world the sgi is a worldwide
value creation society dedicated to using buddhism to create world peace through individual happiness
nichiren daishonin is a priest in 13th century japan who discovered the essence of the buddha s teachings
since haiku did not exist as a stand alone poetic form at that time while the sonnet did and was itself born in
the 13th century the author chose to introduce sgi nichiren buddhism in sonnet form from the preface as
someone who began embracing nichiren daishonin s buddhism in the west i felt the sonnet which was born
in the same century as nichiren daishonin was the perfect structure and convergence of east and west for
the buddhist content i wished to convey

nichiren daishonin buddhism encourages the belief that through its faith and practices spiritual and material
blessings and benefits can be available to everyone in this life needs can be met and success achieved not
merely for oneself but for others and the world through dedication to the lotus sutra a central teaching of
buddhism it combines these personal objectives with the commitment to world peace ecology and the
easing of suffering especially aids attracting such well known followers as jeff banks sandie shaw tina turner
and roberto baggio nichiren daishonin buddhism is rooted in a buddhist tradition going back to the
teachings of nichiren in the 13th century and is part of an international movement based in japan

the natural sympathy and understanding of people everywhere must be the soil in which the new
humanism can thrive for daisaku ikeda whose words these are education has long been one of the
fundamental priorities of his work and teaching his emphasis on the intellectual legacy bequeathed to
humanity by the great teachers of civilization is in this volume encapsulated by the notion of a new
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humanism a significant residue ofwisdom that in the right circumstances may be passed on to future
generations expanding horizons making connections between different cultures and encouraging fresh
insights and new discoveries across the globe these circumstances are perhaps most fully realised in the
context of universities in promoting his core values of education and peace the author has delivered lectures
and speeches at more than twenty five academies colleges and research institutes worldwide this
stimulating collection which includes the author s most recent lectures ranges widely across topics as
diverse as art religion culture and time and draws creatively on the sages of ancient india china and japan as
well as on visionary thinkers from every nation including tolstoy victor hugo and gandhi
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through this novelized history of the soka gakkai one of the most dynamic diverse and empowering
movements in the world today readers will discover the organization s goals and achievements even as they
find inspiring and practical buddhist wisdom for living happily and compassionately in today s world the
book recounts the stories of ordinary individuals who faced tremendous odds in transforming their lives
through the practice of nichiren buddhism and in bringing buddhism s humanistic teachings to the world
this inspiring narrative provides readers with the principles with which they can positively transform their
own lives for the better and realize enduring happiness for themselves and others

addressing questions such as what constitutes a meaningful life and what is true happiness this guide to
nichiren buddhism presents the spiritual practice as a teaching of hope that can answer these and other
important questions of modern life buddhist teacher daisaku ikeda offers insights into the opening of the
eyes a longer treatise written by nichiren that calls for individuals to base themselves on a spirit of
compassion and to fight for the happiness of others regardless of the circumstances ikeda s simple and
straightforward commentary brings this integral writing to life for a contemporary readership through the
text and the accompanying commentary readers will not will discover a philosophy of inner transformation
that will help them find deep and lasting happiness for themselves and for others

i intend to write as if we were seated together in a shady grove cooled by gentle breezes engaging in a
relaxed conversation so saying daisaku ikeda invites us to explore with him five core principles of nichiren
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buddhism and the soka gakkai movement so that we may find true happiness ourselves help others do the
same and bring about a more peaceful world

how can this world be rid of misery how can each person lead the happiest of lives how can that happiness
and good fortune be made eternally indestructible buddhism pursues these questions p 75 in learning from
the gosho daisaku ikeda addresses fundamental issues that people face in everyday life and society through
this series of twenty short lectures on the gosho or the writings of nichiren daishonin mr ikeda applies
nichiren s teachings to improving relations with others developing fortune and standing up for justice the
author delves into key topics including the power of chanting nam myoho renge kyo building inner
conviction maintaining confidence in the face of personal difficulties how to create lasting friendship and
trust with those around us the spirit of offerings in buddhism through this work we learn how to use nichiren
s philosophy of buddhist humanism to surmount our challenges overcome negative influences and help
ourselves and others become absolutely happy

in 1983 a tiny group of people in cardiff and a married couple in aberporth west wales were the only welsh
members of soka gakkai international a japanese movement based on the beliefs and teachings of the 13th
century buddhist nichiren daishonin this book examines the history of the movement in these two areas

human revolution the inner transformation of the individual that produces actual change in their lives is a
defining concept of nichiren buddhism practiced by millions worldwide in this series of lectures daisaku
ikeda breaks down twelve key aspects of human revolution and provides inspiration and guidance for people
to find peace and happiness for themselves and others changing our heart is not a matter of doing
something that will only temporarily lift our mood or make us feel better without changing our reality he
writes a true change in our heart is more profound genuine inner change produces actual change in our
lives deepening our heart our life state is the true value of our religion of human revolution when we speak of
obtaining benefit through our buddhist practice we are ultimately referring to our inner transformation at
the deepest level

do you want to be happier find inner calm enjoy a rich and rewarding life here s how the buddha in me the
buddha in you combines the tried and tested wisdom of nichiren buddhism with the best of popular
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psychology and personal development making this a brilliant guide to how life works and how to get the
most from it nichiren buddhism differs from other buddhist schools in its focus on the here and now and
places great importance on individual growth as the starting point for a better world this combined with
powerful technigues such as nlp mindfulness journalling and coaching makes the buddha in me the buddha
in you the quintessential handbook for happiness buddha simply means someone who is awakened yet
while nichiren buddhists will find fascinating insights into their practice there is no need to follow a spiritual
path to benefit from this book through his experience as an internationally acclaimed life coach and
practising buddhist author david hare shows us how to wake up to our own potential and that of those
around us to discover everyday enlightenment

through personal experiences this anthology illuminates how the practice of nichiren buddhism has
changed people s lives for the better these first person narratives representing people from all across the
country of various ages and ethnic backgrounds examine the challenges of daily life associated with health
relationships career and aging and the ensuing experiences of hope success inspiration and personal
enlightenment that come about as a result of living as nichiren buddhists

in this wide ranging and controversial series of conversations daisaku ikeda japanese leader of the world s
largest lay buddhist organization the soka gakkai presses both science and mysticism into the service of the
human revolution and the delineation of the way foreword in animated discussion he explores the
implication of recent astronomical and cosmological findings with the respected astronomer masayoshi
kiguchi and journalist eiichi shimura clarifying their meaning for the world in the light of buddhist wisdom
drawing on their pooled knowledge of philosophy science and the history of mankind the participants range
over diverse topics as they explore how the external universe of matter mirrors the internal universe of spirit
this fascinating book provides much food for thought and a riveting novel approach to the question of man's
place and function in the universe from publisher s description
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