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the canonical shape of the hebrew bible reveals the footprints of the
communities of faith that formed that literature nancy declaisse walford
explores the process by which the postexilic community selected appropriated
and shaped various psalms into the hebrew psalter the psalter she concludes
tells its own story of the history of ancient israel and gives its shaping
community and subsequent believing communities a rationale for continued
existence as a people with god as their king

a formidable and invaluable working tool for those working with the text of
psalms or with hebrew poetry the hebrew text of the psalms is here set out in a
unique way generally one psalm to each large format a4 page to show their
poetic shape and structure in couplets triptychs and strophes the visual impact
of the layout tells its own striking story demonstrating at a glance the skill and
artistry with which the psalms have been composed with its introduction and
notes in english this book will be a standard tool for students and it will have
significant consequences for the scholarly interpretation of the psalms

reprint of the original first published in 1873 the antigonos publishing house
specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books we make sure that
these works are made available to the public in good condition in order to
preserve their cultural heritage

providing balance to the general scholarly trend to focus on the non narrative
aspect of hebrew poetry this book argues that the hebrew psalter does contain
stories and their inclusion in ancient israel s worship texts contributes to the
rhetorical power of the psalms in ways distinct from other poetic devices
rebecca w poe hays builds on literary theory and biblical studies of narrative to
establish a clear definition of story and to identify where story appears in the
book of psalms the majority of the book explores how these story portions of the
psalter divided into the three broad categories of retellings of history
testimonies and paradigms function within their larger contexts each chapter
includes a discussion of a particular category s general characteristics a close
reading of representative texts and an assessment of distinctive ways each type
of story functions in the psalms in which they appear these poetic psalmic
stories have the rhetorical power to draw readers uniquely into narrative worlds
and inspire empathy to guide readers into particular understandings of history
and teach inductively and to concretize the abstract and so shape the beliefs
and behaviors of the communities who regard them as sacred texts

the choice of yahweh as refuge makes a unique and creative contribution to an
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emerging direction in psalms study the shape and shaping of the psalter
building especially on the work of gerald wilson james mays klaus seybold and
gerald sheppard creach provides an abundance of helpful data and advances the
discussion significantly with his judicious interpretation of the root hsh to seek
refuge and related hebrew roots he shows that the arrangement of psalms 2 89
reflects an editorial interest in which ideas expressed by the hsh field are a foil
for complaints of being cast off by yahweh and that ideas expressed by the hsh
field are also among the primary motifs in psalms 90 106

an indispensable tool for scholars and students working on the hebrew text of
the psalms for the first time the text of each psalm is presented at a glance with
original poetic divisions an introduction provides the theoretical justification for
the divisions

this is a reproduction of a book published before 1923 this book may have
occasional imperfections such as missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant
marks etc that were either part of the original artifact or were introduced by the
scanning process we believe this work is culturally important and despite the
imperfections have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing
commitment to the preservation of printed works worldwide we appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections in the preservation process and hope you
enjoy this valuable book

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public
domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the
united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity
individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe
and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced
and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant

this volume which is based on the papers given at a panel at the 2019 sbl
international meeting in rome represents current discourses in psalms research
the past decades have been marked by the paradigm shift from form criticism to
different exegetical approaches which consider the book of psalms as the
literary context of the individual psalms more recently it has been pointed out
that the complex evidence given by the manuscripts from antiquity to the
middle ages does not support the notion of a fixed canonical text as
presupposed by some approaches the present volume combines contributions
about such basic considerations with studies of individual groups of psalms with
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different methodological and hermeneutical approaches they open up
perspectives on the interrelation between the origin composition and reception
of the psalms

an examination of the relationship between the davidic covenant and abrahamic
and mosaic covenants reflected in the editorial shape and shaping of the
masoretic psalter hensley proposes that the editors of the psalter understood
these covenants as a theological unity whose common fulfilment centres on an
anticipated royal successor to david to test this hypothesis hensley examines the
psalter s references and allusions to covenant s in light of editorial evidence the
book is split into three parts part i reassesses different kinds of editorial
evidence their implications and their utility for discerning editorial intent it also
re evaluates the qumran psalms hypothesis championed by sanders wilson and
others part ii engages in extensive survey work on references and allusions to
covenant s in the psalter assessing the extent to which they gravitate around
david hensley traces phraseological and intertextual allusions to covenant
promises and obligations providing the first survey of its kind on the subject of
covenant in the psalter part iii then investigates a strong allusion to the
abrahamic covenantal promises in ps 72 17 in the context of book ii of the
psalter and the psalter s fullest echoes of the grace formula exod 34 6 in psalm
86 15 103 8 and 145 8 in the contexts of books iii iv and v respectively hensley
shows that rather than the davidic covenantal promises being democratized the
promises and obligations of the pre monarchic covenants are consistently
royalized throughout the psalter and its books depicting the anticipated davidic
figure as a moses like intercessor and mediator of covenant renewal and the
leader of a new song for a new exodus

excerpt from key to the hebrew psalter a lexicon and concordance combined
wherein are all the words and particles contained in the book of psalms together
with their chief inflections roots etc feeling convinced that the study of the
hebrew language has been hitherto sadly neglected and that neither in our
public schools nor universities has it ever reached that place in the curriculum
which it deserves to occupy he hopes that in the years of the present century
this reproach may be removed it has occurred to him that this neglect this
ignorance of the hebrew language which exists even among clergymen may be
due to a mistaken apprehension of the difficulty of its acquirement about the
publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an
important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the
original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we

4 The Editing Of The Hebrew Psalter



The Editing Of The Hebrew Psalter

do however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such

historical works
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