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this important critical study of the history of public art museums in austria hungary explores
their place in the wider history of european museums and collecting their role as public
institutions and their involvement in the complex cultural politics of the habsburg empire
focusing on institutions in vienna cracow prague zagreb and budapest the museum age in
austria hungary traces the evolution of museum culture over the long nineteenth century
from the 1784 installation of imperial art collections in the belvedere palace as a gallery
open to the public to the dissolution of austria hungary after the first world war drawing on
source materials from across the empire the authors reveal how the rise of museums and
display was connected to growing tensions between the efforts of viennese authorities to
promote a cosmopolitan and multinational social political and cultural identity on the one
hand and on the other the rights of national groups and cultures to self expression they
demonstrate the ways in which museum collecting policies practices of display and
architecture engaged with these political agendas and how museums reflected and enabled
shifting forms of civic identity emerging forms of professional practice the production of
knowledge and the changing composition of the public sphere original in its approach and
sweeping in scope this fascinating study of the museum age of austria hungary will be
welcomed by students and scholars interested in the cultural and art history of central

europe
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first published in 2004 this volume recognises that there is much more to museums than the
documenting monumentalizing or theme parking of identity history and heritage this
landmark anthology aims to make strange the very existence of museums and to plot a
critical historical and ethical understanding of their origins and history a radical selection of
key texts introduces the reader to the intense investigation of the modern european idea of
the museum that has taken place over the last fifty years texts first published in journals and
books are brought together in one volume with up to the minute and specially
commissioned pieces by leading administrators curators and art historians the selections are
organized by key themes that map the evolution of the debate and introduced by donald
preziosi and claire farago two considerable critics who write with the edge and enthusiasm
of art historians who have spent their lives working with museums grasping the world is an

invaluable resource for students and teachers of art history and museum studies
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