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a student handbook to the plays of tennessee williams provides the essential guide to
williams most studied and revived dramas authored by a team of leading scholars it offers
students a clear analysis and detailed commentary on four of williams plays the glass
menagerie a streetcar named desire cat on a hot tin roof and sweet bird of youth a

consistent framework of analysis ensures that whether readers are wanting a summary of the
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play a commentary on the themes or characters or a discussion of the work in performance
they can readily find what they need to develop their understanding and aid their
appreciation of williams artistry a chronology of the writer s life and work helps to situate all
his works in context and the introduction reinforces this by providing a clear overview of
williams writing its recurrent themes and concerns and how these are intertwined with his life
and times for each play the author provides a summary of the plot followed by commentary
on the context themes characters structure and language the play in production both on
stage and screen adaptations questions for study and notes on words and phrases in the
text are also supplied to aid the reader the wealth of authoritative and clear commentary on
each play together with further questions that encourage comparison across williams work
and related plays by other leading writers ensures that this is the clearest and fullest guide to

williams greatest plays

the peak of my virtuosity was in the one act plays some of which are like firecrackers on a
rope tennessee williams tennessee williams lesser known one act plays reveal a tantalising
and fascinating perspective to one of the world s most important playwrights written between
1934 and 1980 the plays of the very young writer then of the successful tennessee williams
and finally of the troubled man of the 1970s this volume offers a panoramic yet detailed view
of the themes demons and wit of this iconic playwright the volume depicts american life
during the great depression and after populated by a hopelessly hopeful chorus girl a
munitions manufacturer ensnared in a love triangle a rural family that deals justice on its
children an overconfident mob dandy a poor couple who quarrel to vanquish despair a young
spinster enthralled by the impulse of rebellion and in the magic tower a passionate artist and
his wife whose youth and optimism are not enough to protect their dream marriage this
collection gathers some of williams s most exuberant early work and includes one acts that
he would later expand to powerful full length dramas the pretty trap a cheerful take on the
glass menagerie and interior panic a precursor to a streetcar named desire plays included
are at liberty the magic tower me vashya curtains for the gentleman in our profession every
twenty minutes honor the living the cast of the crushed petunias moony s kid don t cry the
dark room the pretty trap interior panic kingdom of earth i never get dressed till after dark on
sundays and some problems for the moose lodge the volume also features a foreword by

terence mcnally

this book identifies a recurrent structural pattern in tennessee williams plays that lends

organic integrity to their evocations of memory myth and symbol judith j thompson examines
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the evolution of a pattern of mythic recollection and existential reenactment in seventeen
williams plays from its most successful realization in the glass menagerie through the night of
the iguana to its parody in a lovely sunday for creve coeur and explores the significance of
the pattern to williams larger than life size characters his nostalgic ambience and his
tragicomic vision by reference to jungian psychology existentialist philosophy and northrop
frye s schema of literary archetypes this critical study demonstrates how williams drama

imparts mythic significance to modern secular experience

mel gussow and kenneth holdich selected the contents and wrote the notes for this volume

the text used for each play was corrected and revised by the playwright in preparation for
publication or in the case of the posthumously published red devil battery sign makes use of

his last known revision

the plays of tennessee williams are some of the greatest triumphs of the american theatre if
williams is not the most important american playwright he surely is one of the two or three
most celebrated rivaled only by eugene o neill and arthur miller in a career that spanned
almost five decades he created an extensive canon of more than 70 plays his contributions
to the american theatre are inestimable and revolutionary the glass menagerie 1945
introduced poetic realism to the american stage a streetcar named desire 1947 explored
sexual and psychological issues that had never before been portrayed in american culture
cat on a hot tin roof 1955 dared to challenge the political and sexual mores of the
eisenhower era and his plays of the 1970s are among the most innovative works produced
on the american stage but williams was far more than a gifted and prolific playwright he
created two collections of poetry two novels four collections of stories memoirs and scores of
essays because of his towering presence in american drama williams has attracted the
attention of some of the most insightful scholars and critics of the twentieth century the
1990s in particular ushered in a renaissance of williams research including a definitive
biography a descriptive bibliography and numerous books and scholarly articles this
reference book synthesizes the vast body of research on tennessee williams and offers a
performance history of his works under the guidance of one of the leading authorities on
williams expert contributors have written chapters on each of williams works or clusters of
works each chapter includes a discussion of the biographical context of a work or group of
writings a survey of the bibliographic history an analysis of major critical approaches which
looks at themes characters symbols and plots a consideration of the major critical problems

posed by the work an overview of chief productions and film and television versions a
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concluding interpretation and a bibliography of secondary sources the volume concludes with

a selected general bibliography and a comprehensive index

the theatre of tennessee williams presents in matching format the plays of one of america s
most consistently influential and innovative dramatists the first five volumes of this ongoing
series contain williams full length plays through 1975 and in addition to the texts themselves
include original cast listings and production notes volumes 6 and 7 contain williams collected
shorter plays now available as a paperbook volume 8 adds to the series four full length plays
written and produced during the last decade of williams life the text used for each play was
corrected and revised by the playwright in preparation for publication or in the case of the

posthumously published red devil battery sign makes use of his last known revision

this study examines the presentation of madness in the major plays by tennessee williams
and demonstrates the ways that williams s preoccupation with the mentally ill and society s
treatment of them were explored through his drama thematic chapter groupings divide the
analysis into discussions of confinement language women and the artist the critical approach
is eclectic and the author draws on a variety of psychological literary and biographical
sources to construct her argument analysis of madness in such plays as a streetcar named
desire suddenly last summer the night of the iguana and the two character play will interest

scholars of williams and readers interested in literary madness

the theatre of tennessee williams presents in matching format the plays of one of america s
most consistently influential and innovative dramatists the first five volumes of this ongoing
series contain williams full length plays through 1975 and in addition to the texts themselves
include original cast listings and production notes volumes 6 and 7 contain williams collected
shorter plays now available as a paperbook volume 8 adds to the series four full length plays
written and produced during the last decade of williams life the text used for each play was
corrected and revised by the playwright in preparation for publication or in the case of the

posthumously published red devil battery sign makes use of his last known revision

thirteen previously unpublished short plays now available for the first time tennessee williams
had a distinct talent for writing short plays and not surprisingly this remarkable new collection
of never before published one acts includes some of his most poignant and hilarious
characters the indefatigable witty and tough drag queens of and tell sad stories of the deaths
of queens the strange little man behind the nom de plume mister paradise and the

extravagant mistress who cheats on her married man in the pink bedroom most were written
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in the 1930s and early 1940s when williams was already flexing his theatrical imagination

chosen from over seventy unpublished one acts these are some of williams s finest several

have premiered recently at the hartford stage co the kennedy center the manhattan theatre

club and the tennessee williams new orleans literary festival included in this volume these

are the stairs you got to watch mister paradise the palooka escape why do you smoke so

much lily summer at the lake the big game the pink bedroom the fat man s wife thank you

kind spirit the municipal abattoir adam and eve on a ferry and tell sad stories of the deaths of

gueens long associated with williams acclaimed stage and film actors eli wallach and anne

jackson provide a fresh and challenging foreword for actors directors and readers

first published as new directions paperbook 287 1970 published simultaneously in canada by

penguin books canada limited t p verso
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