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buddhist masters say that we are in a dark age and recent global events including 9
11 the iraq war and the tsunami have created an atmosphere of fear tibetan masters
encourage us not to lose heart catastrophes have happened before and we have
overcome them and moved forward  this  book  brings  together  tibetan  buddhist
teachings and contemporary politics presents traditional buddhist teachings in a
practical readable way to help the reader cultivate the inner resources necessary to
meet challenge and conflict both in himself and in the world it is about changing
your life from within and then reaching out to change the world around you no good
thought gesture or act is ever wasted and will slowly but assuredly bring about the
changes that we all as humans want to experience and share with those we love
from robert  sachs introduction to achieve this  vision we need to take personal
responsibility for the future while understanding that there is no need to despair
become a conscious engaged activist someone who has a firm foundation in spiritual
principles that inform his actions as he seeks social or political change this is an
inspirational and potentially life changing book
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this book offers eight essays examining the dark side of a tradition often regarded as
the religion of peace the authors note the conflict between the buddhist norms of
non violence and the prohibition of the killing of sentient beings and acts of state
violence supported by the buddhist community sangha acts of civil violence in which
monks participate and buddhist intersectarian violence

this thesis examines the doctrinal grounds and different approaches to working out
this new buddhist tradition a startling contrast to the teachings of non violence and
compassion which have made buddhism known as a religion of peace in scores of
articles  as  war  approached in  1936 37 new monks searched and reinterpreted
scripture making controversial arguments for ideas like compassionate killing which
would justify participating in war

what s wrong with sex how to drive your karma consciousness commodified the
karma of food the three poisons institutionalized why we love war these are just
some of the chapters in this brilliant book from david r loy in little time loy has
become one of the most powerful advocates of the buddhist worldview explaining
like no one else its ability to transform the sociopolitical landscape of the modern
world in this his most accessible work to date he offers sharp and even shockingly
clear presentations of oft misunderstood buddhist staples the working of karma the
nature of self the causes of trouble on both the individual and societal levels and the
real reasons behind our collective sense of never enough whether it s time money
sex security even war loy s buddhist revolution is nothing less than a radical change
in the ways we can approach our lives our planet the collective delusions that
pervade our language culture and even our spirituality

in buddha s company explores a previously neglected aspect of the vietnam war the
experiences of the thai troops who served there and the attitudes and beliefs that
motivated them to volunteer thailand sent nearly 40 000 volunteer soldiers to south
vietnam to serve alongside the free world forces in the conflict but unlike the other
foreign participants the thais came armed with historical and cultural knowledge of
the region blending the methodologies of cultural and military history richard ruth
examines the individual experiences of thai volunteers in their wartime encounters
with american allies south vietnamese civilians and viet cong enemies ruth shows
how the thais  were transformed by living amongst  the modern goods and war
machinery of the americans and by traversing the jungles and plantations haunted
by indigenous spirits at the same time ruth argues thailand s ruling institutions used
the image of volunteers to advance their respective agendas especially those related
to  anticommunist  authoritarianism  drawing  on  numerous  interviews  with  thai
veterans and archival material from thailand and the united states ruth focuses on
the  cultural  exchanges  that  occurred  between  thai  troops  and  their  allies  and
enemies presenting a southeast asian view of a conflict that has traditionally been
studied as a cold war event dominated by an american political agenda the resulting
study  considers  such  diverse  topics  as  comparative  buddhisms  alternative
modernities consumerism celebrity official memories vs personal recollections and
the value of local knowledge in foreign wars the war s effects within thailand itself
are closely considered demonstrating that the war against communism in vietnam as
articulated by thai leaders was a popular cause among nearly all segments of the
population furthermore ruth challenges previous assertions that thailand s forces
were  merely  america  s  mercenaries  by  presenting  the  multiple  overlapping
motivations for volunteering offered by the soldiers themselves in buddha s company
makes clear that many thais sought direct involvement in the vietnam war and that
their participation had profound and lasting effects on the country s political and
military institutions royal affairs popular culture and international relations as one of
only a handful of academic histories of thailand in the 1960s it provides a crucial link



The Buddha At War Peaceful Heart Courageous Action In Troubled Times

3 The Buddha At War Peaceful Heart Courageous Action In Troubled Times

between  the  keystone  studies  of  the  phibun  sarit  years  1946  1963  and  those
examining the turbulent 1970s

this is the first encyclopedia that critically surveys the ethics of warmaking from a
variety of perspectives noted experts raise basic questions about what is just in war
describe the views of historic and contemporary thinkers on ethical matters survey
practices at different periods and discuss key issues the over 250 entries arranged in
alphabetical order cover efforts to curb the havoc of war from medieval to modern
times  from accidental  war  to  zagreb  resolution  different  religious  perspectives
genocide un peacekeeping and much more sources for further reading accompany
the entries and internal cross references and an index make this major reference
easily  accessible  for  students  and  teachers  in  military  peace  and  world  affairs
studies this is the first encyclopedia that critically surveys the ethics of warmaking
from a variety of perspectives historically efforts to curb the havoc of war have
confronted three military maxims military necessity the right of reprisal and the
obligation  of  soldiers  to  obey  superior  orders  the  medieval  efforts  of  just  war
theorists  to  protect  the  innocent  avoid  needless  havoc  and  prohibit  excessive
weapons rarely affected military practice modern congresses have pointed out the
inconsistency in concerns about war crimes or crimes against humanity and the
weapons  and strategies  of  modern war  the  pressures  of  the  military  industrial
complex the profits to be gained by war production and the demands of sovereign
nationalism contradict  such  alternative  concerns  as  those  raised  by  the  united
nations and the international red cross noted experts raise basic questions about
what is just in war describe the views of historic and contemporary thinkers on
ethical matters survey practices at different periods and discuss key issues the over
250 entries arranged in alphabetical order cover efforts to curb the havoc of war
from medieval to modern times from accidental war to zagreb resolution different
religious perspectives genocide un peacekeeping and much more sources for further
reading accompany the entries and internal cross references and an index make this
major reference easily accessible to students and teachers in military peace and
world affairs studies

what s wrong with sex how to drive your karma consciousness commodified the
karma of food the three poisons institutionalized why we love war these are just
some of the chapters in this brilliant new book from david r loy in little time loy has
become one of the buddhist worldview s most powerful advocates explaining like no
one else its ability to transform the sociopolitical landscape of the modern world in
this his most accessible work to date he offers sharp and even shockingly clear
presentations of oft misunderstood buddhist staples the working of karma the nature
of self the causes of trouble on both the individual and societal levels and the real
reasons behind our collective sense of never enough whether it s time money sex
security even war loy s buddhist revolution is nothing less than a radical change in
the ways we can approach our lives our planet the collective delusions that pervade
our language culture and even our spirituality

after the attack on the twin towers in 2001 us president george w bush launched the
war on terror ten years later in 2011 there was no sign of any end to fighting and
twenty  years  later  in  2021  after  foreign  troops  left  afghanistan  the  suffering
continues the concept of a holy war in buddhism is the spiritual battle with the
mental defilements of greed ill will and delusion the proximate cause of suffering
according to the teaching of the buddha is craving and the root cause is ignorance
due  to  not  understanding  things  as  they  truly  are  we  crave  for  and  lust  for
pleasurable objects and reject and recoil from unpleasant objects the only way to
reach  peace  is  to  fight  the  war  on  error  to  remove  delusion  if  one  rightly
understands the three characteristics of impermanence unsatisfactoriness and not
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self one will become equanimous regarding pleasant and unpleasant objects of the
senses neither will one cling to views and opinions if the root cause of ignorance is
destroyed all other mental defilementswill also cease this book offers some advice on
cultivating tolerance compassion and wisdom to live a peaceful  life by avoiding
conflict and withdrawing the mind from the inner and outer turmoil caused by wrong
views and wrong thoughts

what guidance can buddhism provide to those involved in armed conflict and to
belligerents who must perhaps kill or be killed or defend their families communities
or countries from attack how moreover does buddhism compare with international
humanitarian law ihl otherwise known as the law of armed conflict which protects
non  combatants  and  restricts  the  means  and  methods  of  warfare  to  limit  the
suffering it causes despite the prevalence of armed conflict in parts of the buddhist
world few contemporary studies have addressed these questions while there is a
wealth of material on buddhist conflict prevention and resolution remarkably little
attention has been paid to what buddhism says about the actual conduct of war ihl is
also  still  relatively  little  known in  the  buddhist  world  and might  not  therefore
influence  the  behaviour  of  belligerents  who  self  identify  as  buddhists  and  are
perhaps more likely to be guided by buddhist principles this ground breaking volume
is part of an international committee of the red cross project which seeks to fill this
gap  by  exploring  correspondences  between  buddhist  and  ihl  principles  and  by
identifying  buddhist  resources  to  improve  compliance  with  ihl  and  equivalent
buddhist or humanitarian norms this book will be of much interest to students and
researchers of international law buddhism ethics as well as war and conflict studies
the  chapters  in  this  book  were  originally  published  as  a  special  issue  of
contemporary  buddhism  the  open  access  version  of  this  book  available  at
taylorfrancis com books oa edit 10 4324 9781003439820 buddhism international
humanitarian law andrew bartles smith kate crosby peter harvey asanga tilakaratne
daniel  ratheiser  noel  maurer  trew  stefania  travagnin  elizabeth  harris  mahinda
deegalle  christina  kilby  has  been  made  available  under  a  creative  commons
attribution non commercial no derivatives cc by nc nd 4 0 license a version of the
open access title is also available on the oapen platform library oapen org handle 20
500 12657 75921

bruce dudak aka buddha doesn t want to leave vietnam lonely and insecure he is
drawn to the innocent sensual beauty of the women but the only women who he
appeals to are the ones who ask for money in exchange for their companionship tired
of insincerity he yearns for the love of a beautiful woman trinh once a popular bar
girl has had her life shattered by the war her face still stunningly beautiful on one
side is obscenely disfigured on the other betrayed by the american she loved she
lives a hopelessly futile life when fate brings them together buddha finds trinh
unexpectedly alluring at first he denies his interest in her yet he is compelled to see
her trinh does not want bruce s pity but his sincerity offers her renewed hope as
they discover their love for one another they also discover that the peace they seek
comes from how they view themselves and not how they appear to others buddha s
war is a compelling story of self redemption told with the intimacy and honesty of
one who has tasted the sweet bitterness of war
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